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THE 


The Inter-American Conference is the 
supreme organ of the Organization of 
American States. It decides the general 
action and policy of the Organization and 
determines the structure and functions of 
its organs, and has the authority to con- 
sider any matter relating to friendly rela- 
tions among the American states. 


The Tenth Inter-American Conference 


In response to an offer of the Government 
of Venezuela, the Ninth International 
Conference of American States (Bogota, 
1948) designated the capital of that country 
as the seat of the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference. Pursuant to that decision, the 
Tenth Conference was held at Caracas, 
March 1-28, 1954, the inaugural date 
having been set by the Council of the 
Organization of American States after con- 
sultation with the host government, in 
compliance with Article 35 of the Charter 
of the Organization. 


PREPARATORY STEPS 


While much of the preparatory work for 
the Tenth Inter-American Conference al- 
ready had been completed, there remained 
some important steps to be taken and much 
detailed work to be done during the past 
fiseal year by the Organizing Committee 
of the host government, the Council of the 
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Organization and the General Secretariat 
of the oas. In September 1953, Dr. Manuel 
Arocha, who had been named Secretary 
General of the Conference, was replaced, 
because of ill health, by Dr. Ernesto Va- 
llenilla. On November 10 of the same year, 
after careful study of comments made by 
member governments, the Council approved 
the definitive Agenda of the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference, as follows: 


I, JURIDICAL-POLITICAL MATTERS 
1. Peaceful relations: 
a) Possibility of revising the American 
Treaty on Pacific Settlement (Pact of Bo- 
gotd) ; 
b) Inter-American Peace Committee (re- 
port of the Inter-American Peace Committee; 
organization, operation, and purpose of the 
Committee) ; ; 
c) Inter-American Court of Justice; and 
d) Other pertinent instruments relating 
to pacific settlement 
2. Colonies and occupied territories in 
America and report of the American Committee 
on Dependent Territories 

3. Regimen of political exiles, asylees, and 
refugees: 

a) Draft Convention on ‘‘Regimen of 
Political Exiles, Asylees, and Refugees (Ter- 
ritorial Asylum)”’; and 

b) Draft Convention on 
Asylum’”’ 

4. Protocol to the Convention on Duties and 
Rights of States in the Event of Civil Strife 

5. Intervention of international communism 
in the American republics 


“Diplomatic 





II. ECONOMIC MATTERS 

6. Reports on the present situation and on the 
general economic outlook 

7. Economic development: status of develop- 
ment plans; coordination of national economies; 
and measures—national and international—in- 
cluding financial, to facilitate balanced economic 
expansion in all fields 

8. Conservation of natural resources: 
Yontinental Shelf 

9. Commercial cooperation: expansion of 
regional, inter-American, and international trade; 
problems of supply and demand; prices, terms of 
trade; reduction of barriers to international 
trade; customs nomenclature 

10. Technical cooperation: Program of Tech- 
nical Cooperation of the Organization of 
American States 

11. Inter-American 
Council: 

a) Composition, operation, and means of 
action; and 
b) Coordination of its work with that of 
other international organizations 


the 


Economic and_ Social 


III. SOCIAL MATTERS 

12. Social aspects of economic development 

13. Human rights: measures for promoting 
human rights without impairing national sov- 
ereignty and the principle of nonintervention 

14. Development of the cooperative move- 
ment in America 

15. Problems of housing of social interest: 
consideration of the report of the Ad Hoc Com- 
mittee for the Study of Low-Cost Housing; pos- 
sibility of establishing an Inter-American Bank for 
the Financing of Housing of Social Interest 

16. Causes and effects of the rural exodus 

17. Social welfare 


IV. CULTURAL MATTERS 
18. Cultural cooperation 
19. Revision of the Convention for the Pro- 
motion of Inter-American Cultural Relations 
20. Reports and proposals from the pertinent 
organs of the Organization of American States on: 
a) The Cultural Charter of America; and 
b) The Inter-American Congress of 
Ministers and Directors of Education, 
Rectors, Deans, Educators, and Students 
21. Affirmation of the historical interest of the 
American republics in the Island of San Salvador 


V. ORGANIZATIONAL AND FUNCTIONAL MATTERS 


22. Inter-American Juridical Committee: 

a) Functioning; and 

b) Selection of the countries to be mem- 
bers thereof 
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23. Committee for Cultural Action: 
a) Functioning; and 
b) Selection of the countries to be mem- 
bers thereof 
24. Report submitted by the Pan American 
Union on the work accomplished by the organs of 
the Organization since the previous Conference 
25. Inter-American Commission of Women 
26. Inter-American Specialized Conferences 
and other international American meetings of 
interest to the Organization of American States: 
standards that should be observed with reference 
thereto 
27. Administrative and fiscal policy of the 
Organization of American States 
28. Designation of the place of meeting of the 
Eleventh Inter-American Conference 


REPRESENTATION 


Twenty American republics were repre- 
sented at the Conference, 18 of which sent 
their Ministers of Foreign Affairs as heads 
of the respective delegations. While Costa 
Rica did not participate in the meeting, that 
republic subsequently signed the Final Act, 
as provided by the Conference itself. The 
oas, the un, the six Inter-American Special- 
ized Organizations, FAO, ILO, and UNESCO 
were represented by observers. The total 
number of participants, exclusive of ad- 
visors, counselors, and secretaries, was 216, 
as compared with 172 at the Ninth Con- 
ference. 


COMMITTEES 


There were three standing committees, 
as follows: the Steering Committee, com- 
prising the chairmen of the various national 
delegations and presided over by the Presi- 
dent of the Conference; the Committee on 
Credentials, made up of Brazil, Paraguay, 
Panama, Mexico, and Haiti; and the Style 
Committee, composed of Brazil, the United 
States, Haiti, and Venezuela. The five 
working committees, containing in each case 
representatives of every delegation and 
dealing respectively with the five chapters 
of the Agenda, were: Committee I (Juridical- 
Political Matters); Committee II (Kco- 
nomic Matters); Committee III (Social 
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Matters) ; Committee IV (Cultural Matters) ; 
and Committee V (Organizational and 
Functional Matters). 


Work OF THE CONFERENCE 


In addition to the Inaugural and Closing 
Sessions, 13 plenary sessions were held. 
These approved a total of 117 resolutions 
relating to the five main fields of discussion 
above indicated, as well as three diplomatic 
instruments, namely: the Convention for 
the Promotion of Inter-American Cultural 


Relations; the Convention on Territorial 
Asylum; and the Convention on Diplomatic 
Asylum. In Resolution LXIV, Quito, 
Ecuador, is designated as the seat of the 
Eleventh Inter-American Conference. 

For more extensive information on the 
Caracas meeting, reference is made to the 
Final Act of the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference, already published, and to the 
Report on the Conference and the Pro- 
ceedings thereof, both of which are in 
preparation by the Pan American Union. 


II 


THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


The Meeting of Consultation of Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs shall be held in order to 
consider problems of an urgent nature and 
of common interest to the American states, 
and to serve as the Organ of Consultation. 

During the period since the Charter of the 
OAS was signed, only one Meeting of Con- 
sultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs 
has been held, namely the Fourth, which met 
in Washington in 1951. While no meeting 
of this, the second highest organ of the 
oas, actually took place during 1953-54, 
such a meeting was nevertheless convoked 
by the Council of the Organization for July 
7, 1954, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

In convoking this meeting, the Council on 
June 28, 1954, stated that it was doing so 
“for the purpose of considering all aspects 
of the danger to the peace and security of 
the Continent resulting from the penetra- 
tion of the political institutions of Guate- 
mala by the international communist move- 
ment, and the measures which it is desirable 
to take.’’ On the same date, the Council 


instructed its Committee on the Regula- 
tions of the Council and of the Pan American 
Union to prepare draft regulations for the 
Organ of Consultation, and requested the 
Secretary General of the Organization to 
transmit the text of the resolution to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

On the following day, June 29, 1954, the 
Council listened at a special, closed session 
to statements by the Representatives of 
E] Salvador and the United States that their 
Governments had been asked to use their 
good offices to bring about a cessation of the 
fighting in Guatemala, and had agreed to 
do so. 

The situation had improved sufficiently 
by July 2 that, at its special meeting on that 
date, the Council approved a resolution ‘‘to 
postpone sine die the Meeting of Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs of the American Republics 
that had been convoked for July 7 by virtue 
of the resolution approved by the Council 
at the meeting of June 28.” 


III 
THE COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION 


The Council of the Organization of 
American States is the permanent, executive 
body of the Organization. It is composed of 
one Representative of each member state, 


especially appointed by the _ respective 
government, with the rank of Ambassador. 
The Council takes cognizance, within the 
limits of the Charter and of inter-American 





4 ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


treaties and agreements, of any matter 
referred to it by the Inter-American Con- 
ference or the Meeting of Consultation of 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs. It is also 
responsible for the proper discharge by the 
Pan American Union of the duties assigned 
to it, and serves provisionally as the Organ 
of Consultation when the circumstances con- 
templated by the Charter arise. 


Organization of the Council 


ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND 
VicrE CHAIRMAN 


In accordance with the Regulations of 
the Council, the election of the Chairman 
and Vice Chairman took place on November 
18, 1953. Ambassador Héctor David Castro, 
Representative of El Salvador was elected 
Chairman, and Ambassador José R. Chiri- 
boga V., Representative of Ecuador was 
elected Vice Chairman, both for a period of 
one year. 


MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES 


Following the election of the new Chair- 
man of the Council, the permanent com- 
mittees of the Council were reorganized 
with the following membership: 


GENERAL COMMITTEE 

The Chairman and Vice Chairman of the 
Council, the Chairman of the Committee on 
Inter-American Conferences, the Chairman of the 
Finance Committee, the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Inter-American Organizations, the 
Chairman of the Committee on Publications and 
Public Information, and the Representatives of 
Argentina, Mexico, and Peru 


COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCES 

Brazil (Chairman), Haiti (Vice Chairman), 
Colombia, Guatemala, Honduras, Panama, and 
Peru 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Colombia (Chairman), Mexico (Vice Chair- 
man), Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, and the 
United States 


COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS 

Uruguay (Chairman), Argentina (Vice Chair- 
man), Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, the 
United States, and Venezuela 


CoMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS AND PuBtic In- 
FORMATION 

United States (Chairman), Chile (Vice Chair- 
man), Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Nicaragua, and 
Paraguay 


The special committees of the Council 
were constituted as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON PREPARATIONS FOR THE TENTH 
InTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

Venezuela (Chairman), Peru (Vice Chairman), 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, the 
United States, and Uruguay 


COMMITTEE ON THE REGULATIONS OF THE COUNCIL 
AND OF THE PAN AMERICAN UNION 

Peru (Chairman), Chile, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela 


CoMMITTEE ON THE LEO S. Rowre PAN AMERICAN 
Funp 

Peru (Chairman), Bolivia, Costa Rica, the 
Dominican Republic, and the Secretary General 


COMMITTEE ON THE CUERVO DICTIONARY 
Colombia (Chairman), Chile, Honduras, 
Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, and Venezuela 


RETIREMENT AND PENSION COMMITTEE 

Panama (representing the Council), the 
Secretary General, a representative of the staff, 
and the Treasurer of the Pan American Union 


CoMMITTEE FOR THE STUDY OF THE PROTOCOL TO 
THE CONVENTION ON DvuTIES AND RIGHTS OF 
STATES IN THE EVENT OF CIviL STRIFE 

El Salvador (Chairman), Argentina, Brazil, 
Colombia, Mexico, Peru, and the United States 


JoiNnT COMMITTEE FOR THE INTER-AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES 

For the Board of Directors of the Institute: Costa 
Rica, Haiti, the United States, and Venezuela. For 
the Inter-American Economic and Social Council: 
Colombia, Mexico, and Uruguay 


CoMMITTEE FOR THE COORDINATION OF THE TEXTS 
OF THE FINAL ACT OF THE TENTH INTER-AMERICAN 
CONFERENCE 

Brazil, Colombia, Haiti, and the United States 


CoMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL-POLITICAL MATTERS 
ENTRUSTED TO THE COUNCIL BY THE TENTH 
INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE (RESOLUTIONS 
XXIX, XCIX, C, CII, CIII, CIX) 

Argentina (Chairman), Paraguay (Vice Chair- 
man), Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, Mexico, Peru, the United States, 
Uruguay, and Venezuela 
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COMMITTEE ON THE ORGANS OF THE COUNCIL 
(Resouutions LI, LIII, LXXXVI or tue TENTH 
INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE) 

Haiti (Chairman), Chile (Vice Chairman), 
Brazil, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, and the 
United States 


REGULATIONS OF THE COUNCIL 


As a result of various decisions taken by 
the Council and a report of the Committee 
on the Regulations of the Council and of the 
Pan American Union, on January 25, 1954, 
several articles of the Regulations of the 
Council with respect to standing com- 
mittees were amended. The number of 
members of the General Committee was 
increased from seven to nine, and the vice 
chairmen of the standing committees were 
permitted to substitute in the General 
Committee for the chairmen of their com- 
mittees. In addition, the Committee on 
Publications and Public Information was 
included among the standing committees, 
and its functions were defined. 


Study of Inter-American Organizations 


The Tenth Inter-American Conference 
approved various resolutions relating to 
inter-American organizations, which were 
referred by the Council to the Committee on 
Inter-American Organizations. Resolution 
VII requests that the Council increasingly 
endeavor to improve the functioning and 
strengthen the coordination of its cultural 
organs; Resolution XX XV provides, among 
other things, that the Inter-American 
Housing Center shall be called the ‘“Inter- 
American Housing and Planning Center” 
and that it shall be of a permanent nature; 
Resolution LXXIV recommends that the 
Council study the desirability and _ possi- 
bility of creating an Inter-American Special- 
ized Organization for lead, copper, zinc, 
tin, and tungsten; and Resolution LXXXIV 
recommends to the Council that it study 
the possibility of establishing an Inter- 
American Oceanographic Institute. On June 
2, 1954, before considering the latter recom- 


mendation, the committee asked the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council for 
its views on the subject. 


Relations with Inter-American Specialized 
Organizations 


According to the Charter of the Organiza- 
tion, the Council has certain attributes with 
respect to the Inter-American Specialized 
Organizations. The Committee on Inter- 
American Organizations recommends per- 
tinent measures to the Council for the 
exercise of those attributes, except that, in 
the case of fiscal matters, the Finance Com- 
mittee participates. The following are 
Specialized Organizations: the American 
International Institute for the Protection of 
Childhood, the Pan American Institute of 
Geography and History, the Pan American 
Sanitary Organization, the Inter-American 
Institute of Agricultural Sciences, the 
Inter-American Commission of Women, and 
the Inter-American Indian Institute. 

The Council had no special matter per- 
taining to the Specialized Organizations to 
consider this year. As in past years, the 
budgets of these organizations were ex- 
amined by the Finance Committee, in ac- 
cordance with existing agreements. The 
committee, and then the Council, noted the 
progress that had been made in the prep- 
aration and presentation of the budgets. 


Relations with Nongovernmental Organiza- 
tions 


The relations of the Organization of 
American States with nongovernmental 
organizations have been governed by the 
standards approved by the Council in de- 
veloping the pertinent provisions of the 
Charter. In practice these standards have 
also served as a guide in the consideration 
of agreements or arrangements with semi- 
official organizations. After the Tenth 
Inter-American Conference, the Committee 
on Inter-American Organizations made a 
study of the manner in which the standards 
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and procedures for the establishing of co- 
operative relations with nongovernmental 
organizations had been applied and the 
results obtained. The committee found that 
the establishment of general relations, ac- 
cording to Chapter VII-1 (a) and (b) of 
the standards now in force, only implied that 
an organization had the right to receive the 
publications of the Pan American Union and 
communicate with the Organization of 
American States on matters of common 
interest. A long and slow procedure was 
necessary to achieve these ends, which was 
not in keeping with the scope of these rela- 
tions and which did not facilitate partici- 
pation by a greater number of organizations 
in the work of the Organization. The com- 
mittee recommended a procedure with a view 
to correcting this situation, approved by 
the Council on June 16, 1954. It consisted in 
authorizing the Secretary General ‘‘to 
study the requests of semiofficial and non- 
governmental organizations dealing with 
cooperative relations that do not require 
the conclusion of agreements or special 
arrangements, and to empower him, if the 
said requests can be satisfied by applying 
the provisions set forth in Chapter VII-1 
(a) and (b) of the Standards in force, to 
advise those organizations that the General 
Secretariat will make its publications avail- 
able to them and will be glad to discuss 
matters of common interest with them.” 

This decision of the Council does not 
affect the provisions of the standards per- 
taining to special relations that can be 
established for the purpose of carrying out 
projects of common interest within the 
competence of both organizations and to 
which both can make a specific contribu- 
tion. In view of the fact that there can be 
considerable variance in matters relating to 
relations of this kind, the standards are pre- 
pared in broad and general terms and 
enable each case to be studied separately. 
Nor does the aforesaid decision of the 


Council affect the relations previously 
established with nongovernmental organi- 
zations. 


Agreement with UNESCO 


The agreement between the oas and 
UNESCO on the training of personnel and the 
preparation of fundamental education ma- 
terial for Latin America, signed in July 
1950, expires December 31, 1954. At the 
June 16, 1954, meeting, the Council re- 
quested the Committee on Inter-American 
Organizations to consider the basic terms of 
a new agreement between the two Or- 
ganizations. 


Activities with respect to Inter-American 
Meetings 


Trento INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 


The work of the Council in connection 
with the preparations for the Agenda of the 
Caracas Conference is described in the 
chapter dealing with the Inter-American 
Conference. In the report for the last fiscal 
year, the status of the project on the Proto- 
col to the Convention on Duties and Rights 
of States in the Event of Civil Strife, which 
the Council was to submit to the Conference, 
was explained. After receiving the obser- 
vations of the governments on the pre- 
liminary draft prepared by the special com- 
mittee charged with this work, the committee 
itself prepared a draft that the Council de- 
cided, at its meeting of November 4, to 
transmit as a working document to the 
Caracas Conference, together with the perti- 
nent background material. 

After the Conference was over, and in 
accordance with its Regulations, a com- 
mittee of the Council, composed of the 
Representatives of Brazil, Colombia, the 
United States, and Haiti, reviewed the 
translations of the Final Act of the Con- 
ference, which was signed in Spanish only, 
and coordinated the texts in the four official 
languages of the Organization. 
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The Tenth Conference approved various 
resolutions recommending that the Council 
make certain studies, and these were re- 
ferred to the following committees: 


COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCES 
Resolutions II, III, V, VI (in so far as the 
Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Educa- 
tion is concerned), LV, LVI, and LXXIV (in con- 
nection with the preparations for the Specialized 
Conference to which the resolution refers) 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Resolution XLIX 


CoMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS 

Resolutions VII, XX XV (in so far as the Inter- 
American Housing Center is concerned), LXXIV, 
and LXXXIV (with reference to the possibility of 
establishing the Inter-American Oceanographic 
Institute) 


COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL-POLITICAL MATTERS 
ENTRUSTED TO THE COUNCIL BY THE TENTH 
INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

Resolutions XXIX, XCIX, C, CII, CIII, and 
CIX 


COMMITTEE ON THE ORGANS OF THE COUNCIL 
Resolutions LI, LIII, and LXXXVI 


At the same time, the Council established 
the Committee on Preparations for the 
Eleventh Inter-American Conference, re- 
sponsible for duly preparing the agenda and 
studying the Regulations of the Conference 
and for the study of Resolution CX. 

On the recommendation of the Committee 
on Juridical-Political Matters, the Council 
communicated with the governments with a 
view to arranging for the preliminary con- 
sultations provided for in Resolution XCIX 
(Possibility of Revising the American 
Treaty on Pacific Settlement) and Reso- 
lution C (Inter-American Court of Justice). 
The Council hopes to receive the replies of 
the governments prior to October 1, 1954. 

Action taken by the Council’s com- 
mittees or the Council itself in relation to 
other resolutions of the Tenth Inter-Ameri- 
can Conference is described in the ap- 
propriate sections. 


ba | 


MEETING oF MINISTERS OF 
ForEIGN AFFAIRS 


On June 28, 1954, the Council of the Or- 
ganization held a special meeting to con- 
sider a note presented by the Delegations 
of Nicaragua, Peru, Cuba, Honduras, the 
United States, Panama, Haiti, the Domini- 
can Republic, Brazil and Costa Rica, re- 
questing the convocation of the Organ of 
Consultation in accordance with the Inter- 
American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance. 
After a lengthy discussion of this request, the 
Council resolved: 


1. To convoke a Meeting of Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs to serve as Organ of Consultation, 
pursuant to Articles 6 and 11 of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, for the 
purpose of considering all aspects of the danger to 
the peace and security of the Continent resulting 
from the penetration of the political institutions 
of Guatemala by the international communist 
movement, and the measures which it is desirable 
to take. 

2. To fix July 7, 1954, as the opening date of the 
Meeting. 

3. To designate the city of Rio de Janeiro as the 
site of the Meeting. 


The Council also entrusted the Com- 
mittee on the Regulations of the Council 
and of the Pan American Union with the 
preparation of the draft Regulations of the 
Organ of Consultation and requested the 
Secretary General of the Organization to 
transmit the text of the resolution to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

The Meeting was not held on the date 
indicated because the Council, in a special 
meeting held on July 2, and after having 
heard the opinions expressed by its mem- 
bers, decided to postpone it, sine die. As a 
result of this decision, the authorization to 
the Committee on Regulations, which had 
now completed its task, was extended to en- 
able it to study and prepare draft Regula- 
tions applicable to the Meeting of Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs as Organ of Consultation 
and to the Council of the Organization act- 
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ing provisionally as Organ of Consultation, 
and in carrying out this work to consider 
the desirability and the possibility of making 
the contemplated regulations uniform with 
the existing regulations for the Meeting of 
Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Af- 
fairs. 


SPECIALIZED CONFERENCES AND OTHER 
INTER-AMERICAN MEETINGS 


In accordance with the functions ascribed 
to the Committee on Inter-American Con- 
ferences by Article 61 of the Regulations of 
the Council, it kept the Council informed 
with respect to the Specialized Conferences 
that were planned for 1954 or the early part 
of 1955, namely: Fifth Inter-American 
Travel Congress, Sixth Pan American High- 
way Congress, Tenth Pan American Child 
Congress, Plenipotentiary Inter-American 
Telecommunication Conference, Fourteenth 
Pan American Sanitary Conference, Sixth 
General Assembly of the Pan American 
Institute of Geography and History, Third 
Inter-American Indian Conference, and 
Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of 
Education. 

The Plenipotentiary Inter-American Tele- 
communication Conference, which was to be 
held in Sao Paulo during the second half 
of 1954, was postponed when the Govern- 
ment of Brazil stated that it felt it was 
impossible to hold this Conference during 
the current year in that city. The Brazilian 
Government suggested that, if the other 
governments were in agreement, the Con- 
ference be held during the second half of 
1955 in Rio de Janeiro. The Council agreed 
at its meeting of May 5 to determine the 
new date and seat after the governments 
had replied to the Brazilian Government’s 
request for an opinion. 

The Committee on Inter-American Con- 
ferences studied the standards for Specialized 
Conferences, approved by the Council on 
April 21, 1949, which it was decided at that 


time should be considered by the Tenth 
Inter-American Conference. The study made 
by the committee, which was transmitted 
by the Council to the Caracas Conference, 
was intended to amend the standards so as 
to permit them to be applied to all organs of 
the oas and to determine the governmental 
and special nature of the delegations to the 
aforesaid conferences. 

The Committee on Inter-American Con- 
ferences likewise reported to the Council on 
other meetings that were to be held during 
1954 and which, although not “Specialized’’, 
inasmuch as private agencies and _ indi- 
viduals were to participate in them, had to 
be studied by the committee to achieve the 
coordination of those that required govern- 
mental participation, pursuant to Article 
61 (6) of the Regulations of the Council. 
When the committee was making this study 
it found that in many cases sufficient in- 
formation with respect to these meetings 
had not been duly sent to the General 
Secretariat of the Organization, which 
made it difficult for the committee to carry 
out its functions well. The committee 
believed it desirable to recall the resolution 
approved by the Council on April 21, 1949, 
and which, in its pertinent parts, reads as 
follows: 

WHEREAS: 

The Council has adopted certain standards in 
relation to its responsibilities with respect to the 
holding of Inter-American Specialized Confer- 
ences; 

In addition to the Inter-American Specialized 
Conferences, there will continue to be other meet- 
ings which are valuable instruments of inter- 
American cooperation; 

It is of advantage to the American States to 
have a central point to which the governments 
can turn for authoritative information regarding 
all inter-American meetings of whatever char- 
acter; and 

The cooperation of the American Governments 
and of the inter-American organizations is es- 
sential to the achievement of this desirable ob- 
jective, 
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The Council of the Organization of American 
States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To invite the cooperation of the American 
Governments in keeping the Secretary General 
informed, as far in advance as possible, of any 
activities that may be contemplated for the hold- 
ing of Inter-American Specialized Conferences or 
other American international meetings in their 
respective territories. The information sent to the 
Secretary General should, insofar as possible, in- 
clude the name, date and location of the Con- 
ference, the subjects of the agenda, the type of 
representation expected, the official and un- 
official organizations expected to participate in 
the Conference, and any additional information 
that may be considered pertinent. 

2. To request the Inter-American Specialized 
Organizations and other inter-American organiza- 
tions likewise to submit to the Secretary General 
of the Organization information of the character 
referred to in the foregoing paragraph concerning 
conferences which they may sponsor or in which 
they may participate. 


Decisions relative to the Organs of the 
Council 


INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL OF JURISTS 


The problem of the functioning of the 
Inter-American Juridical Committee, which 
is the permanent committee of the Inter- 
American Council of Jurists, was studied by 
the Council. In addition to the fact that 
Resolution X of the Second Meeting of the 
Council of Jurists recommended to the 
Council of the Organization that this 
problem be studied, on October 28, 1953, 
the Committee requested the Council to 
consider the possibility of establishing a 
transitory provision that would enable 
resolutions to be adopted by a majority of 
members present, and postponing until the 
Tenth Conference the application of Article 
37 of the Statutes of the Council of Jurists 
requiring a favorable vote of six members of 
the Committee for the approval of resolu- 
tions. The Committee on Inter-American 
Organizations, which was charged with 
studying this matter, reached the con- 
clusion that it would be more desirable to 


wait until the Tenth Conference, which 
was soon to be held, could study the prob- 
lem in all its aspects, under topic 22 of the 
Agenda, and determine the measures it 
deemed necessary to facilitate the function- 
ing of the Committee and to strengthen it. 
The report of the Committee on Inter- 
American Organizations, together with the 
background material on its functioning, 
were transmitted as working documents to 
the Caracas Conference. When the Re- 
public of Cuba resigned as a member of the 
Juridical Committee, the Council elected 
the Dominican Republic to fill that va- 
cancy. 


INTER-AMERICAN CULTURAL COUNCIL 


During the year covered by this report 
the Committee on Inter-American Con- 
ferences of the Council of the Organization 
found it necessary to work on the prepara- 
tions for the Second Meeting of the Inter- 
American Cultural Council. In accordance 
with the Statutes of this organ, the Council, 
in consultation with the Government of 
Brazil, convoked the aforesaid Meeting for 
October 25, 1954, in Sao Paulo, which had 
been selected by the First Meeting as the 
seat of the Second. In setting this date, the 
desires that had been expressed by the 
OAS and UNESCO, were kept in mind; namely, 
that the best coordination possible be 
achieved between this Meeting and the 
Eighth Session of the General Conference 
of UNESCO, to be held in Montevideo, and to 
open on November 12. It was also necessary 
to give special consideration to the prepara- 
tion of the agenda of the Second Meeting. 
In accordance with the Statutes of the 
Cultural Council, the Committee for Cul- 
tural Action should have prepared this 
agenda. However, owing to the lack of a 
quorum in the Committee at the time this 
work should have been started, the Council 
requested its Committee on Inter-American 
Conferences to prepare a draft agenda in 
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consultation with the Committee for Cul- 
tural Action or its present members, and the 
Department of Cultural Affairs of the Pan 
American Union. After the aforesaid draft 
had been prepared and a quorum re-estab- 
lished in the Committee for Cultural Ac- 
tion, it was possible for the committee 
of the Council to present to the Council for 
approval an agenda that the Committee for 
Cultural Action had accepted as its own. 
This same procedure was followed in pre- 
paring for the Inter-American Meeting of 
Ministers of Education which, according to 
Resolution V of the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference, is to be held during the Second 
Meeting of the Inter-American Cultural 
Council. 

In view of the fact that the Meeting of the 
Cultural Council was soon to be held, the 
special Committee on Organs of the Council 
gave first consideration, among the resolu- 
tions of the Caracas Conference entrusted 
to it for study, to Resolution LIII. This 
resolution provides that the Council study, 
in consultation with the Inter-American 
Cultural Council, the organization and 
functioning of the Committee for Cultural 
Action and recommended to the govern- 
ments any improvement in the organization 
and work program of the Committee, in 
order to enable it better to serve the in- 
terests of the American states in the field of 
cultural cooperation. As a result of this 
study, during the course of which the 
Council committee was able to acquaint 
itself with the views of the Committee for 
Cultural Action with respect to this matter, 
a group of principles and standards were 
prepared with a view to establishing in 
clear and precise terms the functions en- 
trusted to the Committee for Cultural 
Action, its position with respect to the 
Inter-American Cultural Council, and what 
the relation should be between this Com- 
mittee and its Secretariat. At the meeting 
of July 23 the Council of the Organization 
provisionally approved these principles 


and standards, and transmitted to the 
Second Meeting of the Inter-American 
Cultural Council, for its opinion thereon, 
the proposed changes in the Statutes of this 
organ, in which the recommendations of the 
Committee on Organs of the Council were 
incorporated. 

During the past year a vacancy occurred 
on the Committee for Cultural Action, when 
Uruguay resigned as a member. The Re- 
public of Cuba was elected to replace 
Uruguay, on May 19, 1954. 


Decisions with respect to the Pan American 
Union 


The Charter of the Organization of 
American States provides that the Council is 
responsible for the proper discharge by the 
Pan American Union of the duties assigned 
to it. It is also the duty of the Council to 
adopt resolutions that will enable the 
Secretary General to perform the duties 
assigned to him by the Charter. 


Tue SECRETARY GENERAL 


On April 6, 1954, Dr. Alberto Lleras 
Camargo sent a note to the Council of the 
Organization in which he tendered his 
resignation of the post of Secretary General, 
after having announced his decision with 
respect thereto at the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference. The General Committee of the 
Council, which was responsible for studying 
and recommending the procedure to be 
followed as a result of the aforesaid resig- 
nation, submitted to the Council the 
following two draft resolutions, which were 
approved at the meeting of May 5: 
WHEREAS: 

Dr. Alberto Lleras Camargo, in a note dated 
April 6, 1954, submitted his resignation from the 
office of Secretary General of the Organization of 
American States, to which he was elected by ac- 
clamation on May 18, 1948; 

Both at the Tenth Inter-American Conference, 
at which he expressed his intention to retire, and 
at the meeting of the Council of April 21, 1954, 
Dr. Lleras Camargo declared that his decision to 
resign from that office is irrevocable; 
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During the years he served as Director General 
of the Pan American Union and later as Secretary 
General of the Organization of American States, 
Dr. Lleras Camargo has made invaluable con- 
tributions to the strengthening of the inter- 
American system and to a better dissemination of 
information about it, as his active and fruitful 
participation in international conferences and his 
many addresses on the various aspects of the Pan 
American organization attest; 

In the discharge of his duty, Dr. Lleras Ca- 
margo performed a work of far-reaching im- 
portance in the General Secretariat of the Organ- 
ization outstanding among which are the 
reorganization of the services and publications of 
the Pan American Union, and the directing and 
carrying out of the Program of Technical Coopera- 
tion; and 

It is the duty of organizations to express their 
appreciation and esteem of those who have been 
able to serve them intelligently, loyally, and 
effectively, 

The Council of the Organization of American 
States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To express to Dr. Alberto Lleras Camargo its 
appreciation for the very valuable services he has 
rendered the Organization and its General Secre- 
tariat, the Pan American Union. 

2. To extend a vote of thanks to him for the 
admirable work he has accomplished and express 
the hope that the Organization may continue to 
receive the benefit of his experience and enlighten- 
ment. 

3. To accept the resignation of Dr. Lleras 
Camargo as Secretary General of the Organiza- 
tion of American States, effective as of August 1, 
1954. 

4. To carry out in due course the resolution 
adopted by the Tenth Inter-American Conference 
and place a portrait of Dr. Lleras Camargo in the 
Pan American Union building. 





WHEREAS: 

The Council by a resolution of this date, has 
accepted the resignation of Dr. Alberto Lleras 
Camargo as Secretary General of the Organiza- 
tion; and 

Article 79 of the Charter provides that, in the 


IV 


event of a vacancy in the office of Secretary Gen- 
eral, the Council shall within the next 90 days, 
elect a successor to fill the office for the remainder 
of the term, 

The Council of the Organization of American 
States 
RESOLVEs: 

That the election of the Secretary General of 
the Organization, to fill the office for the remainder 
of the term that expires on May 17, 1958, will take 
place at the regular meeting of the Council to be 
held on Wednesday, June 16, 1954. 


On the date stated in the second resolu- 
tion, the Council elected Dr. Carlos Davila 
as Secretary General of the Organization to 
fill the office for the period that is likewise 
stated in this resolution. 


Tue BupGetT 


At the meeting of January 6, 1954, the 
Council approved the budget of the Pan 
American Union for the fiscal year 1954- 
1955. The Council appropriated the sum of 
$3,186,941 to meet the expenditures for 
the year, of which $2,975,086 was for the 
Pan American Union and $211,855 for the 
Inter-American Defense Board. 

The amount allocated to the Pan Ameri- 
can Union covers the expenditures for its 
staff and also the staffs of the Secretariat 
of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, 
the Committee for Cultural Action, and the 
Inter-American Commission of Women. 


STATEMENTS OF Quota PAYMENTS 


In accordance with the Regulations of the 
Pan American Union, the Secretary Gen- 
eral has continued to present his quarterly 
report on the status of quota payments for 
the maintenance of the Pan American 
Union, the Specialized Organizations, and 
the Program of Technical Cooperation. 


THE INTER-AMERICAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 


The Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, by the terms of the Charter, has for 
its principal purpose the promotion of the 


economic and social welfare of the American 
nations through effective cooperation for 
the better utilization of their: natural re- 
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sources, the development of their agriculture 
and industry, and the raising of the stand- 
ards of living of their peoples. It is composed 
of technical delegates appointed by each 
member state, and meets on its own ini- 
tiative or that of the Council of the Or- 
ganization. 

During the fiscal year 1953-1954, the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil approved, in plenary session, a total of 
20 resolutions, as follows: 


49/53, on the preparation of a study by the Public 
Administration Clearing House, concerning 
the present need in Latin America for 
technical services in the field of public 
administration 

50/53, on the meeting of the World Coffee Congress 
in the city of Curitiba, State of Parand, 
Brazil, in December, 1953 

51/53, instructing the Committee on Technical 
Cooperation to act as a negotiating com- 
mittee, and setting a special meeting of the 
Council for consideration of the govern- 
ments’ pledges of contribution to the 1954 
Program of Technical Cooperation 

52/53, on the invitation extended by the Com- 
mission on Foreign Economic Policy of the 
United States Government to the Council, 
and the submittal to that Commission of 
the Statement approved by the Council on 
November 18, 1953 

53/53, on the report entitled Zhe Problem of 
Housing of Social Interest in Latin America 

54/53, on an increase in the budgets for Projects 

Nos. 10 and 39 of the 1953 Program of 

Technical Cooperation 

extending the authority of the Coordinating 

Committee of Technical Assistance to con- 

tinue the Program of Technical Coopera- 

tion of the oas 

56/53, on the report on the Program of Technical 
Cooperation of the oas, prepared by the 
Committee on Technical Cooperation for 
consideration by the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference 

57/53, on the work program of the Council for the 
fiscal year 1954-1955, 

1/54, on the Program of Technical Cooperation 
of the oas for the calendar year 1954 

2/54, on the Regulations of the Sixth Pan 
American Highway Congress 

3/54, on the Draft Agenda of the Sixth Pan 
American Highway Congress 


55/53 


4/54, on the dissemination of documents ap- 
proved by the Special Committee on Coffee 

5/54, on the report and recommendations pre- 
pared by the Executive Committee as 
provided by Resolution 36/53 of the Third 
Extraordinary Meeting of the Council 

6/54, on the report of the Executive Committee 
relative to coordination of the work of the 
Council with that of the Economic Com- 
mission for Latin America 

7/54, on the Regulations for the Fifth Inter- 
American Travel Congress 

8/54, on the Draft Agenda for the Fifth Inter- 
American Travel Congress 

9/54, on adoption of the Agenda for the Sixth 
Pan American Highway Congress 

10/54, on adoption of the Agenda for the Fifth 
Inter-American Travel Congress 

11/54, on preparations for the Meeting of Ministers 
of Finance or Economy as the Fourth Extra- 
ordinary Meeting of the Council 


Economic Cooperation 


The Tenth Inter-American Conference, 
held in Caracas, Venezuela, and the Meeting 
of Ministers of Finance or Economy, to be 
held in Rio de Janeiro late in 1954, deter- 
mined to a large extent the activities of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil during the second half of the fiscal year 
1953-54. 

With regard to the preparatory work for 
the Tenth Conference, the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council cooperated 
actively with the Council of the Organiza- 
tion of American States in the preparation 
of the economic items included in the 
Agenda of the Tenth Inter-American Con- 
ference. In order to decide and instruct the 
Technical Secretariat on the documents 
that should be presented, an ad hoc com- 
mittee was established and functioned 
actively from the date of its installation. 

After the Conference, the Council im- 
mediately undertook the study and _ an- 
alysis of the approved resolutions and 
recommendations, particularly those which 
had a direct bearing on the Meeting of 
Ministers of Finance or Economy as the 
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Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council, 
contemplated in Resolution LXVI. 

In accordance with the above resolution, 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council was entrusted with all matters per- 
taining to “the organization and operation 
of the Meeting and the preparation of the 
documents therefor’, as well as with the 
recommendation that it request the col- 
laboration and assistance of other inter- 
national organizations whose work was re- 
lated to the agenda of the Meeting. In order 
to carry out the recommendations of the 
Tenth Conference, the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council, on April 9, 1954, 
approved a resolution (No. 11/54) which 
because of its special interest is quoted 
below: 


The Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, 

HavinG SEEN Resolution LXVI of the Tenth 
Inter-American Conference, 
RESOLVES: 

1. To inform the Council of the Organization of 
American States that the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council has begun compliance 
with Resolution LXVI of the Tenth Inter-Ameri- 
can Conference convening a Meeting of Ministers 
of Finance or Economy of the countries members 
of the Organization of American States, a gather- 
ing that will be the Fourth Extraordinary Meet- 
ing of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council. The Meeting will take place in the fourth 
quarter of 1954, the exact date to be mutually 
agreed upon by the Inter-American Economic and 
Social Council and the government of the host 
country. 

2. To request the governments, through their 
representatives on the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council, to prepare before May 31, 
1954, pursuant to paragraph 5 of Resolution LXVI 
approved at the Tenth Inter-American Confer- 
ence, their observations on the provisional agenda 
given in the aforesaid resolution so that, during 
the first fortnight of June 1954, the Council may 
approve the definitive agenda for the said Meet- 
ing. 

3. To appoint an ad hoc committee of seven 
members, which shall be responsible for all mat- 


ters related to the organization and operation of 
the Meeting and the preparation of the documents 
therefor. The ad hoc committee shall keep the Eco- 
nomic and Social Council regularly informed of 
its work. 

4. To entrust to the Secretariat a study of the 
personnel and funds needed to hold the meeting. 
The Secretariat shall keep the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council informed of its 
needs, so that they may be presented to the Coun- 
cil of the oas, in compliance with the provisions 
of Resolution LXVI (9) of the Tenth Inter-Ameri- 
can Conference. 

5. To request from the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations, through the Secretary General 
of the Organization of American States, the col- 
laboration of the Secretariat of the Economic 
Commission for Latin America both in the prepara- 
tions for and during the course of the meeting. 
Likewise to request, through the Chairman of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Council, the 
collaboration and assistance of the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the 
International Monetary Fund, and other inter- 
national agencies whose activities are related to 
the agenda of the meeting. 


The ad hoc Committee referred to in 
Item 3 of the above resolution became 
actively engaged in the preparation of the 
agenda for the Conference, instructing the 
Technical Secretariat as to documents to be 
presented and securing the collaboration of 
other organizations. In addition, during the 
months of April, May, and June 1954, the 
ad hoc committee held a series of meetings 
in which preliminary discussions took place 
on some of the most important problems 
which were included in the agenda of the 
Meeting of Ministers of Finance. 

In November 1953, the Council prepared 
a Statement which was presented by the 
Chairman of the Council to the Commission 
on Foreign Economic Policy established by 
United States Public Law 215 of the 83rd 
Congress of the United States. The objective 
of the Commission on Foreign Economic 
Policy was to examine the international trade 
of the United States and the possibilities of 
its expansion, recommending, to that effect, 
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the proper economic policy which would be 
consistent with the national security of the 
United States. The Commission invited the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil to present its views on these matters. 
Consequently, in the above-mentioned 
Statement, the Council analyzed the ad- 
vantages of an expansion of inter-American 
trade not only in so far as the security of 
the Hemisphere and the commercial policy 
of the United States are concerned, but also 
in relation to the problems of economic 
development of the Latin American coun- 
tries. 


Social Cooperation 


In order to have a sound basis for its 
decisions, the Committee on Social Cooper- 
ation obtained detailed information from its 
Secretariat on all phases of its current 
activities including the manner in which 
requests for direct technical assistance were 
processed and the extent to which the 
Secretariat was able to comply with those 
requests. 

The Committee on Social Cooperation 
gave careful and extended consideration 
during the past year to the preparation of 
Chapter III of the Agenda of the Tenth 
Inter-American Conference dealing with 
social affairs. From items originating within 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council itself and its Secretariat as well as 
those submitted by interested member 
governments, the Economic and _ Social 
Council was able to recommend and receive 
approval from the Council of the Organiza- 
tion for the inclusion of the following sub- 
jects in the Agenda of the Tenth Conference: 

Social aspects of economic development 

Development of the cooperative move- 

ment in America 

Problems of housing of social interest 

Causes and effects of the rural exodus 


Social welfare 
The Committee also studied Resolutions 


15/53 and 16/53 regarding the Third Pan 
American Congress of Social Work and the 
Extension of Basic Social Services in Rural 
Areas, respectively, with a view to determin- 
ing the means of carrying out the intentions 
expressed by the Council at its Third Ex- 
traordinary Meeting. 

During the fiscal year 1953-54 the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council 
devoted considerable attention to the 
problem of housing of social interest in the 
Americas. In accordance with Resolution 
10/53, I-A Ecosoc convoked an ad hoc 
Committee for the Study of Low-Cost 
Housing which met at the Pan American 
Union from September 14 to September 23, 
1953. This Committee was made up of 
representatives and experts from 14 mem- 
ber countries. After due study and consider- 
ation of the working paper prepared by the 
Secretariat and of the proposals and other 
technical documents submitted by the 
participants, the ad hoc Committee formu- 
lated its findings, conclusions and recom- 
mendations in a comprehensive report under 
the title The Problem of Housing of Social 
Interest in Latin America. 

In November 1953 1-A Ecosoc considered 
the report of its ad hoc Committee and, by 
Resolution 53/538, accepted said report and 
decided to bring it to the attention of the 
governments of the member states for con- 
sideration at the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference. 

The Committee on Social Cooperation of 
I-A Ecosoc considered ways and means for 
implementing Resolution XXXIV of the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference dealing 
with the publication of the ad hoc Com- 
mittee’s report, and following recommenda- 
tions by the Committee on Social Cooper- 
ation, I-A Ecosoc, by Resolution 14/54, 
instructed the Secretariat to take the 
necessary measures for publishing and 
distributing the report of its ad hoe Com- 
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Technical Cooperation 


During the fiscal year to which this report 
refers, the Committee on Technical Co- 
operation undertook the consideration of 
matters related to the Program of Technical 
Cooperation of the Organization of American 
States and prepared a report on the Program 
for the consideration of the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference. A complete report on 
the activities of this committee appears in 
another section of this report. 


Travel and Highway Congresses 


Pursuant to Article 83 of the oas Charter, 
the Council drafted and approved the 
Agenda and Regulations for the Fifth Inter- 
American Travel Congress and the Sixth 
Pan American Highway Congress. The first 
of these Specialized Conferences was held 
in Panama City during the month of June, 
while the other was slated for Caracas, 
Venezuela, in July 1954. The Technical 
Secretariat of I-A Ecosoc, through which 
the Travel Division acts as Permanent 
Secretariat of these Congresses, lent every 
assistance to the host governments in their 
organization. 


Special Committee on Coffee 


The Special Committee on Coffee has been 
cooperating with other international agen- 
cies in implementing the recommendations 
of the Coffee Round Table, held in Tu- 
rrialba, Costa Rica,in September 1953. One 
of the principal recommendations of the 
meeting proposes the establishment of a 
Center for the Exchange of Technical In- 
formation on Coffee. This Center will be 
charged with coordinating the research 
work that is being conducted by institutions 
in the producing countries; maintaining a 
reciprocal flow of information by promoting 
the exchange of material, and technical 
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personnel and by granting fellowships; 
initiating educational and extension cam- 
paigns; publishing a magazine for general 
distribution; preparing scientific publica- 
tions; and compiling bibliographies on 
coffee. The Coffee Round Table was held 
under the auspices of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Industry of Costa Rica, in- 
cooperation with the Inter-American In- 
stitute of Agricultural Sciences, the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, and the Federaciédn Cafetalera 
Centro América-México-El Caribe. 

With regard to the second item of Resolu- 
tion No. 3 of the Eighth Technical Con- 
ference of the Federacién Cafetalera Centro 
América-México-E] Caribe, held in Port-au- 
Prince, Haiti, from the 24 to the 30 of 
April, 1954, the Special Committee re- 
quested the Inter American Statistical In- 
stitute’s participation in taking the Special 
Coffee Census. On June 22, 1954, the Insti- 
tute’s Secretariat manifested its readiness 
to lend any possible assistance requested, 
and stated also that it was ready to discuss 
this matter with the representatives of the 
Special Committee on Coffee, the Pan 
American Coffee Bureau and the FEDECAME 
whenever they felt it advisable to do so. 

A subcommittee composed of three mem- 
bers was appointed to review and take any 
action deemed appropriate with respect to 
the study entitled The World Coffee. Situ- 
ation, which deals with the most important 
economic and statistical aspects of the world 
coffee industry. This study is at present 
undergoing a revision. 


Cooperation with ECLA 


Consistent with the traditional spirit of 
cooperation between the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council and the 
United Nations Economic Commission for 
Latin America, the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference, in Resolution LXXXIX, de- 
clared that both organizations “are neces- 
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sary for the carrying out of effective inter- 
American economic cooperation, and there- 
fore the coordination of the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council and the 
Economic Commission for Latin America on 
a governmental level can be achieved 
through the full utilization of both institu- 
tions, within their respective spheres of 
activity”. Resolution LXVI, which pro- 
vided for the convening of a meeting of 
Ministers of Finance or Economy, directed 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council to request of the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, through the proper 
channels, “the collaboration of the Eco- 
nomic Commission for Latin America’’, as 
well as of other international organizations, 
in the preparation for, and holding of, the 
meeting. 

In order to discuss the collaboration en- 
visaged in Resolution LXVI of Caracas, the 


Chairman of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council invited the Executive 
Secretary of the Economic Commission for 
Latin America to discuss with the Council, 
at its seat in Washington, the preparation of 
documentary materials for the forthcoming 
meeting. Under the resulting agreement the 
Secretariat of the Commission undertook 
to prepare a study which would deal with 
(a) practical measures for economic de- 
velopment, (b) the financing of economic 
development, and (c) problems of inter- 
national trade in relation to the economic 
development of Latin America. A repre- 
sentative of the Secretariat of the Council 
subsequently participated in the Com- 
mission’s Third Meeting of the Committee 
of the Whole at which the Executive Secre- 
tary of the Commission reported on col- 
laborative developments and invited further 
suggestions. 


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL OF JURISTS 


By the terms of Article 67 of the Charter, 
the Inter-American Council of Jurists is 
called upon to serve as an advisory body on 
juridical matters, to promote the develop- 
ment and codification of public and private 
international law, and to study the possibil- 
ity of attaining uniformity in the legislation 
of the various American countries, in so far 
as it may appear desirable. While the Coun- 
cil of Jurists meets only when it is convened 
by the Council of the Organization, the Inter- 
American Juridical Committee, which by 
the Charter is made the permanent com- 
mittee of the Council of Jurists, meets in 
regular session, undertaking not only the 
studies and preparatory work assigned to it 
by the Council of Jurists, but also similar 
duties assigned to it by the Inter-American 
Conference, the Meeting of Consultation, 
or the Council of the Organization. 

With reference to the Inter-American 


Juridical Committee, the Tenth Conference 
adopted a resolution (LII) reciting the pro- 
visions of Article 69 of the Charter and 
designating the nine countries which are to 
present to the Council of Jurists their 
respective panels of three jurists to make up 
the membership of the Juridical Committee. 
These countries are the following: Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, the Dominican 
Republic, Mexico, Peru, the United States, 
and Venezuela. The selection by the Council 
of Jurists of the members of the Juridical 
Committee from the panels presented to it 
by the Governments of the countries desig- 
nated will take place at the first Meeting of 
the Council of Jurists following the Tenth 
Conference, to be held probably during the 
coming year. 

The Tenth Conference also adopted a 
resolution (LI) to the effect that, beginning 
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in 1955, the Juridical Committee should 
function on a permanent basis during three 
consecutive months each year, without 
prejudice to the convocation of a special 
meeting whenever any important and urgent 
matter might so require. The resolution 
stated that it was essential that the jurists 
selected to be members of the Committee 
should devote themselves exclusively to the 
work of the Committee during the period 
of its meetings; and it fixed the quorum of 


VI 


the Committee and the number of votes 
necessary to the adoption of decisions. At the 
same time the resolution called upon the 
Council of the Organization to examine the 
Statutes of the Council of Jurists with a 
view to incorporating the changes made by 
the resolution, and instructed the Juridical 
Committee to amend its Regulations ac- 
cordingly and to submit the proposed 
amendments to the Council of Jurists for 
approval. 


THE INTER-AMERICAN CULTURAL COUNCIL 


The Inter-American Cultural Council, by 
the terms of the Charter, promotes friendly 
relations and mutual understanding among 
the American peoples, in order to strengthen 
the peaceful sentiments that have char- 
acterized the evolution of America, through 
the promotion of educational, scientific, and 
cultural exchange. The Committee for 
Cultural Action functions as the permanent 
committee of the Inter-American Cultural 
Council, for the purpose of preparing any 
studies that the latter may assign to it. 

The Inter-American Cultural Council did 
not meet during the fiscal year 1953-54. 
Its Second Meeting, first scheduled for 
June 1954, was later postponed to October 
1954, in accordance with a recommendation 
of the oAs-uNESco Joint Committee on 
Coordination that this meeting and the 
Eighth Session of the General Conference 
of unEsco be held on proximate dates in 
order that the same delegates might attend 
both assemblies. 


Committee for Cultural Action 


The Committee for Cultural Action, with 
headquarters in Mexico City, met regularly 
in 1953-54 and issued the following studies, 
related to resolutions of the First Meeting 
of the Cultural Council: Estudio sobre 
carreras cortas; Bases para el desarrollo de 


programas de geografta e historia de América; 
Estudio sobre la difusién y el conocimiento 
de la Carta de la Organizacién de los Estados 
Americanos; Estudio sobre un plan para 
promover el intercambio, entre los paises 
americanos, de las experiencias logradas 
por cada uno de éstos en el campo de la edu- 
cacién indigena; Estudio sobre las bases de 
una politica educativa que considere los 
problemas provenientes del proceso de in- 
corporacién de los grupos indigenas wu otros 
grupos minoritarios a la vida nacional; 
Estudio sobre reuniones interamericanas de 
autoridades educativas, educadores y estu- 
diantes; and Andlisis de la recopilacién de 
normas culturales interamericanas y criterio 
sobre el contenido de la Carta Cultural de 
América. 

At the request of the Council of the Or- 
ganization or of the Pan American Union, 
the Committee also prepared studies on the 
publications of the Pan American Union, 
on the Inter-American Institute of Musi- 
cology, the OAS-UNESCO coordination meet- 
ing, and the uNESco program for 1952. 
The Committee has also done preliminary 
work for a number of other studies. 

The Committee, which had been func- 
tioning on a provisional basis, had its 
membership reviewed by the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference, which selected Brazil, 
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Cuba, Haiti, Mexico, and the United States 
as the regularly elected members, and con- 
firmed Mexico City as the Committee’s 
seat. The Tenth Conference likewise passed 
Resolution LIII, “Standards for the Func- 
tioning of the Committee for Cultural 
Action”, calling upon the Council of the 
Organization, “to study, in consultation 
with the Inter-American Cultural Council, 
the organization and functioning of the Com- 
mittee for Cultural Action and to recom- 
mend ...any improvement in the organiza- 
tion and work program of the Committee, in 
order to enable it better to serve the in- 
terests of the American States in the field of 
cultural cooperation.” 

The Mexican Government has continued 
to provide facilities for the work of the 
Committee: office space and furniture, sup- 
plies, and messenger service. 


Administrative Secretariat of the Inter- 
American Cultural Council 


The Administrative Secretariat of the 
Cultural Council has been established at the 
headquarters of the Organization to co- 
ordinate activities of the Committee for 
Cultural Action and the Department of 
Cultural Affairs of the Pan American 
Union, and to maintain liaison between 
those entities and with the Representatives 
on the Cultural Council and the Council of 
the Organization. 

During 1953-54, the Administrative Secre- 


tariat carried out its prescribed functions of 
liaison and coordination; it published the 
studies and minutes of meetings of the 
Committee for Cultural Action; it prepared 
reports on the Inter-American Cultural 
Council for the Tenth Inter-American Con- 
ference, and distributed documents and 
studies to appropriate officials and organ- 
izations. It undertook preparations for the 
Second Meeting of the Cultural Council, 
providing assistance to the Committee for 
Cultural Action in the preparation of the 
draft agenda, and initiating conversations 
with representatives of the host govern- 
ment. 


Local Secretariat of the Committee for 
Cultural Action 


This division of the Department of 
Cultural Affairs has been established in 
Mexico City to provide adequate secretariat 
service to the members of the Committee for 
Cultural Action. 

In addition to purely secretarial services, 
the secretariat has performed the necessary 
administrative functions of a field office, in- 
cluding the maintenance of relationships 
with the host government and continuous 
liaison with headquarters. It has collabo- 
rated with technicians and specialists in the 
preparation of materials needed by the 
Committee, has drawn up the minutes of its 
meetings, and prepared its studies for 
publication. 


Vil 
THE PAN AMERICAN UNION 


The Pan American Union is the central 
and permanent organ of the Organization of 
American States and the General Secretariat 
of the Organization. It performs the duties 
assigned to it in the Charter of the oas and 
such other duties as may be assigned to it in 
other inter-American treaties and agree- 


ments. 


As the General Secretariat of the Or- 
ganization, the functions of the Pan Ameri- 
can Union touch upon the activities of most 
of the other organs of the Organization. 
The Pan American Union serves as the 
Secretariat of the Council of the Organiza- 
tion and—through its appropriate depart- 
ments—as secretariat of the Inter-American 
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Economic and Social Council, the Inter- 
American Council of Jurists and the Inter- 
American Cultural Council. 

The work of the Pan American Union, 
therefore, is reflected in the activities of the 
other organs of the Organization set forth 
elsewhere in the report. This part of the re- 
port deals specifically with some of the func- 
tions performed by the Pan American Union 
in various fields of endeavor, through its 
several technical and administrative depart- 
ments. 


Department of Economic and Social Affairs 


The activities of the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs included the 
performance of the usual secretariat services 
for the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, the direction of two projects in the 
Program of Technical Cooperation, and the 
preparation of various reports called for by 
specific items in the 1953-54 Work Program 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council. Moreover, the staff of the Depart- 
ment was entrusted with the preparation of 
certain documents for the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference, held in Caracas, 
Venezuela, from March 1 to March 28, 
1954. 

These documents included the following: 
Some Problems of Economic Development in 
Latin America; Long-Term Prospects for 
Latin American Exports to the United States; 
Competition between Synthetic and Natural 
Products; Terms of Trade in the Inter- 
national Trade of Latin America; Selected 
Economic Data on the Latin American Re- 
publics; Customs Nomenclature; Regional 
Statistical Integration as an Element of 
Economic Coordination; Social Aspects of 
Economic Development; Development of the 
Cooperative Movement in America; Causes 
and Effects of the Rural Exodus; Social Wel- 


fare; Cooperation of the American Republics 


in the Field of Low-Cost Housing; The 
Problem of Low-Cost Housing in Latin 


America; Problems of Housing of Social 
Interest; Program of Technical Cooperation 
of the Organization of American States; and 
Report of the Coordinating Committee on 
Technical Assistance. 

The Department’s activities during the 
fiscal year, in its various fields of responsi- 
bility, were as follows: 


Economic DEVELOPMENT 


During the course of the fiscal year 1953- 
54, the Division of Economic Research 
prepared two studies which dealt with the 
problem of economic development in its 
general aspects. One of them, entitled Some 
Problems of Economic Development in Latin 
America, was presented to the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference as a reference docu- 
ment for the use of the delegates. In this 
report the traditional form of economic 
growth of the Latin American countries, 
i.e., the specialization in the production and 
exportation of raw materials is analyzed. The 
difficulties inherent in this type of economic 
growth are discussed, with emphasis on the 
instability in the level of exports as well as 
the stagnation, in terms of real exports per 
capita, that has characterized the majority of 
Latin American countries during the past 40 
years. The document concludes with recom- 
mendations of a general nature on the ad- 
visability that, under conditions prevailing 
in many of the countries, efforts be directed 
toward integration of their economies within 
regional groups. 

The elements which affect prices, in a 
country undergoing economic development, 
were analyzed in a study presented to the 
Fourth Meeting of Central Bank Experts of 
the Western Hemisphere, held in Washing- 
ton and New York during the first two weeks 
of May 1954. The corresponding document 
is entitled: Some Aspects of the Inflationary 
Process during Economic Development. In 
this report, three different types of price 
movements are distinguished, namely, those 
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of a general nature, resulting from a con- 
tinuous discrepancy between effective de- 
mand and the total supply of goods and 
services; those which affect certain specific 
products and which are the result of special 
conditions both in the demand and in the 
supply of these products; and, finally, the 
consequent inflation of a wage-price spiral. 
This analysis places emphasis on the di- 
versity of factors which influence prices, and 
thus it is possible to observe that some of the 
changes that take place are not only un- 
avoidable but likewise constitute an in- 
tegral part of the process of economic de- 
velopment. This conclusion is important 
insofar as the monetary and fiscal policy of a 
country in the process of development is 
concerned, since, as it is pointed out, these 
policies must be determined in relation to 
the type of factors which prevail during 
each stage of economic growth. 

During the first half of the fiscal year, the 
technical staff collaborated with the De- 
partment of Economics of the University of 
Delaware in the organization of a Con- 
ference on Economic Development which 
was held during October 1953. A document 
was presented before the Conference which 
dealt with the cooperation among the dif- 
ferent social disciplines in connection with 
the study of the problem of economic de- 
velopment. 


Prices AND MARKETS 


Due to the world situation of supply and 
demand of basic materials, the interest of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil during the fiscal year 1952-53 was 
centered principally on the work of its ad 
hoc Committee on Scarce Materials and 
Products and on the operation of the In- 
ternational Materials Conference. A favor- 
able change in the scarcity of basic materials 
which characterized the year 1951 and part 
of 1952, caused the Council to suspend the 
activities of the above-referred ad hoc 


committee and finally led to the termination 
of the International Materials Conference 
in December of 1953. During the first half 
of the fiscal year under discussion, the 
Secretariat represented the Organization of 
American States at the periodic meetings of 
the Central Group of the International 
Materials Conference, and in compliance 
with the policy which the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council adopted in 
this respect, endeavored to bring to a con- 
clusion the activities of the imc as soon as 
possible. Furthermore, the Secretariat co- 
operated with the imc in the translation, 
reproduction and distribution of the last 
report entitled: Final Report on Operations 
of the International Materials Conference, 
March 1 to September 30, 1953. 

In compliance with resolutions adopted by 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, and in support of Item 9 of the 
Agenda, the Division presented to the 
Tenth Conference two reference documents 
on the general subject of prices and markets 
of basic commodities. In one of the docu- 
ments, Competition between Synthetic and 
Natural Products, a review was made of the 
possible effects of synthetic products on 
various raw materials which are important 
in the trade of Latin America. The second 
document presented elements which point 
out the importance, effects and possible 
measures to solve the problem of the Terms 
of Trade in the International Trade of Latin 
America. With respect to this same topic, 
the staff is preparing a new study which is 
more extensive and has a greater coverage 
of statistical data which will be submitted 
to the Meeting of Ministers of Finance or 
Economy for consideration. 

The problem of agricultural surpluses, and 
the measures which could be adopted to 
utilize the accumulated stocks of such 
products, existing in various countries, 
without unduly affecting the levels of 
prices and thereby altering international 
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trade channels, is the principal theme of a 
special study. A second study in process at 
the end of the year, in contemplation of the 
forthcoming Meeting of Ministers of 
Finance or Economy, pertains to the 
problem of instability of Latin American 
primary-commodity markets. 

Pusiic FINANCE AND FINANCIAL PROBLEMS 

During the fiscal year, the Division of 
Economic Research prepared various docu- 
ments pertaining to the subject of public 
finance. The Problem of the Maintenance of 
Purchasing Power of Reserves was analyzed 
in a report prepared for the use of the Com- 
mittee on Financial Cooperation. This 
problem, which was raised during the 
Fourth Meeting of Consultation of Min- 
isters of Foreign Affairs, held in April of 
1951, was considered by an ad hoc Com- 
mittee of Central Banks and Treasury 
Experts which met in Washington, D. C., in 
July 1951. The change in the monetary and 
international-reserves situation has, to a 
certain extent, reduced the present-day 
interest in the problem. 

Ecuador: Public Finance and Fiscal 
Policy, published in April of 1954, contains 
an intensive analysis of the evolution of the 
tax system and public expenditures, as well 
as an appraisal of the fiscal policy 
of Eeuador. 

Fiscal Receipts, Expenditures, Budgets, and 
Public Debt of the Latin American Republics, 
published in April 1954, is a statistical study 
in which, in an orderly fashion, and, insofar 
as it is possible to do so, comparable data on 
the various topics indicated in the title are 
presented. 

Foreign investments in Latin America is 
the subject of another study which was being 
prepared at the close of the year for presen- 
tation at the forthcoming Meeting of 
Ministers of Finance or Economy. The main 
objective of this report is to discuss the 


measures which could be adopted in order to 
increase the flow of foreign capital. 


INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


A study on some of the fundamental 
aspects of the international trade of the 
Latin American countries was undertaken 
in a document entitled Long-Term Prospects 
for Latin American Exports to the United 
States. This study was prepared in ac- 
cordance with Resolution 30/53 of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil, which recommended that the Technical 
Secretariat prepare a study regarding the 
influence upon Latin America of the eco- 
nomic policy proposed in a report—infor- 
mally known as the ‘‘Paley Report’’—which 
was prepared by a special commission ap- 
pointed in January 1951 by the President of 
the United States. This Commission was en- 
trusted with the task of preparing a set of 
recommendations for the purpose of assur- 
ing an adequate supply of raw materials in 
the United States, and to this effect, it 
estimated the probable import requirements 
of such materials during the next 25 years. 
In the study prepared by the Department, 
the estimated United States imports, as 
calculated by the commission, were an- 
alyzed in terms of their significance in so far 
as Latin American exports to the United 
States are concerned. The results of these 
calculations tend to show that the expansion 
which can be expected in the raw-material 
exports of the majority of the Latin Ameri- 
can countries will not be sufficient to assure 
the future economic growth of these coun- 
tries, and for this reason the adoption of 
other measures which may be conducive to 
greater diversification and expansion of 
domestic production is justified. 

During November 1953, the technical 
staff cooperated with a special committee 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council on the drafting of a Statement 
presented to the Commission on Foreign 
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Economic Policy (Randall Commission) 
which was established by a law passed by 
the United States Congress. 

In view of the special interest for the 
Latin American countries, the Secretariat 
translated into Spanish and distributed, to- 
ward the middle of 1953, among the members 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, a document bearing the title A 
Trade and Tariff Policy in the National In- 
terest. This document, known also as the 
“Bell Report’’, was prepared by the Public 
Advisory Board for Mutual Security of the 
United States and was designed to analyze 
the commercial policy of the United States. 

For the forthcoming Meeting of Ministers 
of Finance or Economy, the Division of 
Economic Research has under preparation 
a study, the main purpose of which is to 
analyze the status of inter-American trade 
and to suggest practical measures conducive 
to the expansion of this trade. 


TRANSPORTATION 


The work undertaken in this field during 
the fiscal year was in accordance with Reso- 
lution XIX of the Fourth Meeting of Con- 
sultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, 
and pursuant to various other resolutions 
adopted later on the same subject in the 
Extraordinary Meetings of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council. 
Resolution XIX provided that the Council 
prepare studies designed to bring about a 
coordination of inter-American transporta- 
tion facilities during an emergency, and to 
analyze the effects of the establishment of 
a system of maritime freight and insurance 
rates on the economies of the American re- 
publics. 

The Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council discussed these problems on various 
occasions during the year and instructed its 
Secretariat concerning the program of re- 
search in effect. The Executive Committee 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 


Council, in a meeting during the month of 
August 1953, decided, on the basis of the 
status of the work, that it would be ad- 
visable to consider the possibility of calling 
a meeting of two committees of experts in 
order to deal with the above-mentioned 
problems. These two committees were to 
meet in Washington toward the end of 1954. 
However, in view of the scheduled meeting 
of Ministers of Finance or Economy, the 
Inter-American Economie and Social Coun- 
cil decided to postpone the creation of these 
committees of experts and to include the 
corresponding items in the agenda of the 
Rio Meeting. 

The Secretariat made considerable prog- 
ress during the fiscal year in collecting and 
interpreting statistical and other essential 
data necessary to facilitate the work of the 
committees of experts. The results of these 
studies will be included in the various re- 
ports now being prepared for the Meeting 
of Ministers of Finance or Economy to be 
held in Rio. The extent to which the pro- 
visions of Resolution XIX have been ful- 
filled will be given in detail in these reports, 
and recommendations will be made with 
respect to the future work program in this 
field. In addition, during the fiscal year the 
secretariat initiated the preparation of a 
technical report in which considerations and 
recommendations on the most appropriate 
measures to assure the expansion and most 
efficient use of inter-American transporta- 
tion facilities are included. 


NATIONAL INCOME 


The principal aim of the activities related 
to this subject is to cooperate with the 
technicians of the American republics in the 
development of national-income research. 
The significance of these research studies as 
a basis for the determination of adequate 
policies for economic development is widely 
recognized. 

In view of the above, the Division of 
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Economic Research gave attention to 
various technical consultations during the 
fiscal year, some of which were transmitted 
to the Inter-American Advisory Com- 
mittee on National Income, organized in 
accordance with a recommendation of the 
first Inter-American Seminar on National 
Income (Santiago, Chile, 1953). The Di- 
vision prepared and distributed _ biblio- 
graphical material, and other information of 
special interest, to Latin American tech- 
nicians. In addition, the following documents 
were prepared: Report on the Inter-American 
Seminar on National Income; National In- 
come of the United States—Analysis and 
Concepts (Translation), Problems and Tech- 
niques related to the Measurement of the 
Volume of the National Product (Transla- 
tion); Spanish and English Equivalents of 
National Income Terms. Also, a report on the 
Recent Progress in the Development of Na- 
tional Income Estimates in the Latin Ameri- 
can Countries was prepared and presented 
to the Fourth Meeting of Central Bank 
Experts of the American Republics. 


CoMPILATION OF DECLARATIONS, 
RESOLUTIONS, AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 


In compliance with Resolution XC of the 
Tenth Conference, the Department’s Secre- 
tariat is preparing a “‘systematized com- 
pilation of economic declarations, resolu- 
tions, and recommendations approved by 
the Inter-American Conferences, the Meet- 
ings of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs, the Special and Extraordinary 
Meetings [of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council], and the Specialized 
Conferences.” This compilation will be 
presented to the Meeting of Ministers of 
Finance or Economy. 


COOPERATIVES 


The activity of the Secretariat in the 
field of cooperatives during half of the 


period covered by this report was con- 
centrated on the third and final step of 
Project 16 of the Technical Cooperation 
Program of the organization, namely, 
Training Center for Leaders of the Co- 
operative Movement. The third phase of the 
project took place in Santiago, Chile, after 
an agreement was signed with that country 
and the Director of the Project had the 
opportunity to interview the professors and 
the prospective students. Earlier activities 
of this project took place in Puerto Rico for 
the countries of Central America and the 
Caribbean and in Colombia for the Bolivar- 
ian countries and Paraguay. Brazil, Chile, 
Mexico, Peru, and Uruguay sent individuals 
to take advantage of the combined theo- 
retical and practical training offered. With 
the successful completion of the course in 
Chile, in December 1953, this project came 
to a close. 

In addition to its final report on the 
center, the Secretariat prepared a special 
report on the work being carried out by 
those who had completed the course. 

Another activity, begun as an outgrowth 
of Project 16, was the beginning of a series of 
manuals dealing with the organization and 
administration of cooperatives based on the 
courses given during the three phases of the 
Center. Considerable progress was made 
during the year by the Secretariat on, other 
publications dealing with cooperatives. 

Many special publications dealing with 
various aspects of the cooperative move- 
ment were begun during the past year and 
several earlier publications were reprinted 
in order to meet requests still being re- 
ceived. A field study dealing with the 
agricultural cooperative movement in Ar- 
gentina was completed by a Chilean spe- 
cialist under an arrangement between the 
secretariat and the Federation of Argentine 
Cooperatives. The Caja de Colonizacién 
Agricola of Chile also gave its cooperation 
to this activity. 
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A special article on the contribution of the 
PAU to the cooperative movement in Latin 
America was prepared for the International 
Cooperative Alliance, and a world directory 
of training centers dealing with cooper- 
atives, prepared originally in English, was 
translated into Spanish for use in Latin 
America. A special study on the Develop- 
ment of the Cooperative Movement in America 
was prepared for the information of delegates 
to the Tenth Inter-American Conference. 
This study was later revised and augmented, 
prior to its wide distribution in the member 
countries, in accordance with Resolutions 
XXXII and XLV of the Conference. 

Field consultation during the past year 
included a brief visit to the newly-founded 
Institute of Cooperative Studies at the 
University of Puerto Rico. An extensive 
report was prepared on this visit, many sug- 
gestions were made regarding the courses of 
instruction given at the Institute and every 
attempt was made to cooperate with this 
institution through the provision of wide 
publicity. This Institute received its im- 
petus from the course given in Puerto Rico 
as part of Project 16. At the end of the year 
a request for an evaluation of the work of 
the Institute by a technician of the PAU 
was still pending. 

Another outstanding example of con- 
sultation was the analysis of proposed 
cooperative legislation in Panama. As a 
result of this study pertinent comments 
were made and a new draft law prepared. 
Requests for information received from the 
Department of Cooperatives of the Chilean 
Ministry of Economy and Commerce and 
the Comptroller General of the Argentine 
Republic were also answered. The Secre- 
tariat followed the practice of reproducing 
and distributing on a wide basis the infor- 
mation provided in response to requests from 
individual countries, in order that others 
might profit from the information made 
available to one member country. 


ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


LABOR 

During the past year preparations were 
virtually completed for the first study on 
the economic efforts of labor legislation. 
The report and resolution approved by 
I-A ECosoc was sent to all member govern- 
ments to ascertain their interest in having 
the study made within their national ter- 
ritories by a group of individuals consisting 
of a technician from this Secretariat and 
three other individuals, one representing 
government, one representing labor, and one 
representing employers. Replies were re- 
ceived from four, namely, Haiti, Mexico] 
Nicaragua and Panama. 


MIGRATION 


This past year saw the realization of the 
first field studies dealing with internal and 
external migration. Two technicians of the 
Department’s staff spent a period of three 
months in Venezuela under an arrangement 
which provided that the National Agrarian 
Institute of that country would act as the 
host agency for the field study. The original 
plan to have two Venezuelan technicians 
assist those from the Secretariat was modi- 
fied, and the assistance given by Venezuelan 
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nationals was increased considerably. As 
many as 10 Venezuelan technicians were 
engaged at one time in the making of nearly 
1,000 personal interviews with families in 
Venezuela in order to learn about the causes 


and effects of movements of population} 


from rural areas to the cities as well as the 
economic effects of migration into Vene- 
zuela from other countries. Following the 


field phase of this study, data obtained in ‘ 


Venezuela by means of a detailed question- 
naire has been carefully analyzed for in- 
corporation in the studies. A special study}; 
of the Causes and Effects of the Rural 
Exodus was prepared as a_ background 
document for the Tenth Conference. 
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SoctiAL SECURITY 


The activity of the Secretariat in this 
field during the past year was limited to 
islation, (attendance at a Seminar held in Panama in 
ved byf/anuary 1954, for the Central American 
govern-fand Caribbean countries and Mexico. This 
having}meeting was sponsored by the mo and the 
nal ter-JPermanent Inter-American Committee on 
nsisting} social Security. Although the work program 
iat andlor the past year contemplated the prepara- 
ssenting}tion of a study on the present status and 
and one§possibilities of organized social insurance in 
ere ye-fthe Americas, as well as others, on the ad- 
Mexico,|ministrative aspects of social security, the 
Secretariat did not carry out these studies 
because of its inability to locate a compe- 
tent technician. 


ns were 
udy on 


1 . be Socran Work 
n n¢ 
; of the} [he past year has seen a considerable in- 


ease in the Secretariat’s publications in 
this field. Six additional numbers of the 
Series on Community Organization’? were 
prepared, five of which were published and 
listributed as well. These six publications 
~5“"Hliscussed experiences in community or- 
muciansbanization in Puerto Rico, El Salvador, 
s a Ecuador, Cuba and Brazil. 
ezuelanf The first issue of Servicio Social Inter- 
oly. Asfimericano, prepared as a supplement to the 
epulletin Ciencias Sociales, was distributed, 
end the second number was prepared and 
ublished. The new Directory of schools, 
sessociations, and publications in the social- 
vork field throughout Latin America was 
rinted and distributed. Work was started 
fon an expanded directory which will include 
ocial-welfare agencies and material was 
.follected for a bibliography on_ social 
elfare. 
_ | In order to meet the pressing need for 
feaching materials in Spanish, considerable 
‘time was devoted to the preparation of 
Wo courses, one a Course on Community 
rganization for Social Welfare, originally 
iven by a consultant of the Secretariat 
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during an assignment in Colombia. The 
material in this course has been revised, and 
the end of the year found this material about 
ready for publication. A course on Group 
Social Work was translated into Spanish and 
almost ready for publication at the end of 
the fiscal year. A working paper on the 
Employment of Social Workers in Latin 
America was prepared for the Ninth As- 
sembly of the Inter-American Commission 
of Women. Observers were sent to the 
Canadian Conference of Social Work and to 
a meeting of the International Federation 
of Social Workers, both of which took place 
in Toronto, Canada. The Secretariat par- 
ticipated extensively in the Seventh Inter- 
national Conference of Social Work which 
was held close to the end of the fiscal year 
in Toronto. 

The Banco Obrero of Venezuela, which is 
responsible for workers’ housing programs 
in that country, asked that a course be given 
for a period of two months to their personnel 
in the social aspects of housing. In prepara- 
tion for this assignment, visits were made to 
both the Baltimore and Philadelphia hous- 
ing authorities. At the request of the 
Ministry of Education of Colombia, courses 
dealing with community organization were 
given in Bogota and Medellin. A large 
number of students and graduates of the 
schools of social work participated in these 
courses. A technician of the Secretariat 
visited Cuba, the Dominican Republic, and 
Haiti to observe the progress of their welfare 
programs and to provide information and 
advice as requested. 


WorkeErs’ EpucATION 


Field consultation in this area of activity 
was given for the first time during the past 
year. On two occasions the Secretariat was 
able to give favorable consideration to re- 
quests made by member countries for help 
in extending their programs in favor of the 
education of their working populations. 
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The Ministry of Labor of El Salvador re- 
quested assistance in the organization and 
carrying out of its First National Labor 
Institute and, acting in an advisory ca- 
pacity, one of the Department’s technicians 
in this field was able to assist with the 
preparation of working documents and in 
the general organization of the institute. 
Following this field consultation, visits were 
made to both Nicaragua and Costa Rica, and 
considerable information was made avail- 
able regarding the Secretariat’s program in 
the field of workers’ education. 

Two additional labor institutes took place 
in Brazil during the past year, with the help 
of a staff member as requested by the 
Ministry of Labor, Industry, and Com- 
merce. The first of these short courses for 
workers was organized in Rio de Janeiro and 
the second in Bahia. Some of the subjects 
discussed by the workers and the tech- 
nicians especially invited for this purpose 
were housing, productivity, collective bar- 
gaining, and human relations. At the close 
of the year there was pending a request from 
the Governor of the State of Valle del Cau- 
ca, Colombia, for help in the organization of 
a pilot project in the education of rural 
workers. The Secretariat was again repre- 
sented at the Annual Workers’ Education 
Conference in New York, for which a 
special exhibit, showing the progress of 
workers’ education in Latin America, was 
prepared. Working documents were made 
available to a Technical Meeting of Agri- 
cultural Librarians of Latin America, which 
took place in Turrialba, Costa Rica, and for 
an Industrial-Safety Congress held in Santia- 
go, Chile. 

Two additional numbers in the series on 
workers’ education were prepared and 
published during the past year, one pro- 
viding an explanation of national income 
and its relation to the economy and the 
other outlining the program in workers’ 
education carried out in El Salvador. Three 
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previous numbers in this series had to be 
reprinted in order to meet a large number of 
requests received. 

In fulfilment of Resolution XXV of the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference (“In- 
formation Courses for Workers regarding 
Their Rights and Duties”), the first number 
of the bulletin entitled Educacién social del 
trabajador was prepared and published in 
order to circulate among the member coun- 
tries current information on new programs 
and techniques existing in this field. 


INTER-AMERICAN HovusING CENTER 


Under the Program of Technical Cooper- 
ation of the oas, the Division of Housing 
and Planning is responsible for the direction 
and execution of Project 22 (Inter-American 
Housing Center), and Project 23 (Inter- 
American Centers for Advanced Studies of 
Urban and Regional Planning). 

The third regular training course of the 
Housing Center was started March 8, 1954, 
with the participation of 26 trainees from 20 
countries. On August 28, 1953, the new 
building constructed for the exclusive use of 
the Center by the National University of 
Colombia was officially turned over to the 
Secretary General of the oas by Colombia’: 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. Additional 
facilities were contributed by the United 
Nations, in the form of a donation con- 
sisting of valuable laboratory equipment 
for testing of materials and experimental 
work in construction techniques. A general 
orientation period usually precedes the 
training program, followed by an_ inte 
grated case study of a community, using 4 
section of the metropolitan area of Bogota. 
The sound use of local building materials is 
given special attention in the field work, as 
well as the study of rural housing as related 
to physical and social environment. The last 
period of the academic year is dedicated to 
individual research work on topics especially 
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prepared by the students on different aspects 
of the housing problem. 

The publications program of the Center 
was advanced in 1953 through translations 
of technical documents and the publication 
and distribution of new studies. The pub- 
lications of the Center are divided into 
series dealing with technical data, material 
for dissemination, class studies, manuals, 
guides, translations, adaptations and_re- 
prints, bibliographies, miscellaneous ma- 
terial, etc. The purpose of its Scientific- 
Exchange Service is to provide technical 
material in the Spanish language to housing 
agencies, educational institutions, and pro- 
fessionals interested in this type of technical 
information. This service, as well as the 
consulting services offered by the Center, is 
constantly extending the radius of action 
of the Center and makes its findings avail- 
able to all those who may benefit from such 
knowledge. 

As part of the regional activities, technical 
advice was given to the Municipality of San 
Jose, Costa Rica, and to the Housing 
Department of the Caja Costarricense de 
Seguro Social. It was also possible to con- 
tribute to the preliminary work in the 
formulation of a national housing plan in 
Panama. Advisory services were also given 
to technical agencies in Colombia. 

The granting of research contracts to 
technical and_ scientific institutions in 
Puerto Rico, Panama, Mexico, and Peru 
initiated an important period in the pro- 
duction of new technical material reflecting 
realistic Latin American experiences. These 
contracts included an analysis of mutual-aid 
and self-help systems, studies on rural 
tropical housing, administration of housing 
projects, etc. 


HovusiInG AND PLANNING BULLETIN 


The publication of an eight-page, bi- 
monthly information bulletin, Vivienda y 
Planeamiento, was continued. Six numbers 
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27 
of the bulletin were published as well as six 
supplements; these were distributed to 
housing and planning agencies, educational 
and research institutions, and professional 
societies throughout Latin America and the 
United States. The various issues carried 
brief technical articles, news items relating 
to housing programs in different countries, 
annotated bibliographies, and notes on inter- 
American events in the field of community 
development. The bulletin has been very 
favorably received by institutions and in- 
dividuals. 


DirEctorRY oF HovusING 
PLANNING AGENCIES 


AND 


This directory (Directorio de instituciones 
de vivienda y planeamiento) was published in 
September of 1953 and distributed by the 
Division directly to all housing and planning 
agencies in Latin America and the United 
States. At the present time the directory is 
being revised and enlarged. 


ReEvIsED EpITIOoN oF ‘‘Low-Cost Hovusine 
IN LATIN AMERICA” 


The first report with this title was pub- 
lished in 1943. The interest aroused by this 
study made necessary the search for a 
formula to give a more permanent character 
to the research in this field and to the 
publication of related material. As a- con- 
sequence, a new draft was prepared in 1947 
and published in 1949. The current revision 
was first included in the 1952-53 Work 
Program and was initiated in the fiscal 
year 1953-54. Its purpose is to make avail- 
able to the governments and institutions of 
Latin America an up-to-date report on the 
problems of housing of social interest in 
Latin America. 

During the interval of several years be- 
tween the 1949 edition and the present 
revision, the picture of housing in the Hemi- 
sphere has changed substantially,and many 
new activities in this field have been de- 
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veloped by existing and new agencies of 
the member governments. Consequently, 
the assembly and classification of this new 
material represents a major research under- 
taking. During the past year, much material 
and statistical and factual information has 
been gathered and drafts of the housing 
programs for a number of countries have 
been prepared, establishing the basis for the 
preparation of a more complete manuscript. 


TECHNICAL CONSULTING SERVICES 


One of the functions of the Division of 
Housing and Planning is to serve as a clear- 
ing house for technical services and informa- 
tion to agencies or institutions, public or 
private, of member states of the oas, either 
by answering requests for consultations or 
by making field trips. 

During the fiscal year 1953-54 principal 
technical consulting services including such 
things as: information on teaching of urban 
and regional planning, given to the National 
University of Cuyo in Argentina; advice on 
financing of housing in the United States, 
transmitted to the National School of En- 
gineers in Peru; information on the use of 
statistics in planning, submitted to the 
Ministry of Public Health in Peru; and in- 
formation to the Administrative Council of 
the District of Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic, on the nomenclature of streets and 
on house-numbering systems. Consultations 
in the field by staff members of the Division 
of Housing and Planning were given to 
agencies of several governments, and in- 
cluded: advice to the Housing Department 
of Costa Rica on proposed legislation for a 
national housing and planning agency; 


consultations with the staffs of the Ministry 
of Public Works and the Administration 
for Workers’ Housing of Haiti; review of the 
request for a research grant by the Institute 
of Economic Development in Panama; 
recommendations to the Banco Obrero of 
Venezuela for the selection of an expert in 
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social work related to housing; consider- 
ation of a request to give advisory service in 
the preparation of the master plan for 
Panama City. 

Following an official invitation, members 
of the staff of the Division of Housing and 
Planning accompanied the members of the 
ad hoc Committee for the Study of Low-Cost 
Housing of 1-A Ecosoc to the Dominican 
Republic in order to observe the housing 
projects being carried out in that country. 

Staff members of the Division also briefed 
officials of nine ministries of foreign affairs 
as well as groups of labor leaders from 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Chile, and other coun- 
tries, on the activities of the oas in the field 
of housing and planning. 


AGRICULTURE 


The Department’s Division of Agriculture 
and Conservation continued to serve as 
technical, administrative and liaison secre- 
tariat for the Inter-American Institute of 
Agricultural Sciences, with headquarters in 
Turrialba, Costa Rica. During the year, 
much information on the technical aspects 
of agriculture was supplied to institutions 
and individuals in response to written re- 
quests. Assistance was also rendered to 
visiting Latin American technicians and 
agricultural students as well as to persons 
going to Latin American countries on agri- 
cultural assignments. This activity included 
the compilation and distribution of a list 
entitled Publicaciones periédicas agrtcolas 
en América latina, which first appeared in 
the May—August 1953 issue of the Inter- 
American Review of Bibliography. 

Various papers were prepared for the 
Special Committee on Coffee, of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council, 
including a seven-page report entitled The 
Underlying Causes of the Present High Coffee 
Prices. This report, originally prepared in 
Spanish in compliance with a resolution of 
the special committee, was distributed to 
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members of the oas Council, ministers of 
agriculture, and coffee associations in the 
American producing countries. 

The study entitled La situacién mundial 
del café, also requested by the Special Com- 
mittee on Coffee, was finished during the 
year. It covers the most important aspects 
of the world coffee industry, such as its 
economy, factors that determine the supply 
and demand of coffee, the outlook for 
coffee production and consumption during 
the period 1954-57, a detailed description 
of conditions in coffee-producing areas out- 
side the Western Hemisphere, the probable 
trend in world coffee consumption, and in- 
stitutions that are engaged in coffee-im- 
provement work. The survey includes 30 
statistical tables. 

Another publication of the Division, 
Informe sobre la produccién de café en Vene- 
zuela, was one of a series of studies on the 
various coffee-producing countries. 


CONSERVATION 


During the year the Pan American Union, 
in collaboration with the International 
Committee for Bird Preservation, continued 
to issue the quarterly, Conservation in the 
Americas. 

Arrangements were made for the meeting 
of the Judges Panel to select the winner of 
the Pan American Conservation Award of 
Merit for 1953, and a handbook containing 
pertinent information regarding the con- 
testants and their accomplishments was 
compiled for use of the judges. Dr. Fran- 
cisco Tamayo, of Venezuela, was chosen for 
his outstanding work in planning and suc- 
cessfully carrying out a resettlement project 
whereby a large tract of land devastated by 
erosion was again brought under cultivation. 


STATISTICS 


During the fiscal year 1953-54, the Sta- 
tistical Division continued its acti ities in 
the fields of national statistical organization 





ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL 


29 





and administration, education, census and 
sampling techniques, statistical vocabulary, 
demographic and health statistics, and agri- 
cultural, industrial and international trade 
statistics. The journal Estadistica was pub- 
lished without interruption, and informa- 
tional services for statistical data and 
methodology and for materials related to 
statistical studies were handled constantly. 

In the field of statistical organization and 
administration, progress was made in the 
preparation of the work Statistical Activities 
of the American Nations, a study entitled 
Procedimientos y facilidades de imprenta 
para los servicios estadisticos was published, 
and work was advanced on the project on 
the statistical integration of geographic 
areas with similar characteristics. 

In the field of statistical education, in 
addition to closing the first course and 
opening the second course of the Inter- 
American Training Center in Economic and 
Financial Statistics, in Santiago, Chile, the 
Division organized and inaugurated the 
First Central American Course in Statistics, 
devoted to the teaching of statistical 
methodology on a basic level. Fifty students 
completed their studies at the Training 
Center in 1953. In 1954 a total of 94 students 
attended the two courses mentioned. 

The ‘Inter-American Textbook Series on 
Theoretical and Applied Statistics’? added 
two translations to its collection—EI planeo 
de experimentos and La desigualdad en la 
distribucién de las rentas. 

In demographic and health statistics two 
experimental projects were begun in 1953- 
54, one in Venezuela on the registration and 
production of statistical data covering the 
principal demographic activities, and the 
other in Guatemala on hospital statistics. 

Economic statistics covered essentially 
the preparation of a study on the status of 
agricultural-statistics services in the coun- 
tries and publication of the Manual de 
codificacién para la aplicacién de la Clasifica- 
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cién Uniforme para el Comercio Internacional. 
Another branch of activity, closely related 
to foreign trade statistics, was that of 
customs nomenclature. Collaboration with 
the EcLA on the project of the Central 
American Uniform Customs Nomenclature 
continued, and a document was prepared 
on customs nomenclature. This document 
was presented at the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference and gave origin to Resolution 
LXXXVIII, which recommends withdrawal 
from the Santiago Convention on the Uni- 
formity of Nomenclature for the Classifica- 
tion of Merchandise. 

As for the I-A Ecosoc project on statis- 
tical compilation in foreign trade, the 
preparatory phase, which was concerned 
with the construction of the conversion 
keys for exports and imports of all the 
Latin American countries, was completed. 
The statistical reclassification and com- 
pilation of foreign trade statistics for 
Argentina, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, the 
Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guate- 
mala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Panama, Paraguay, and Venezuela, and a 
study of the foreign trade of Haiti covering 
the six-year period 1944-45 to 1945-50 
were also. completed. This study of Haiti 
will appear in the first issue of the bulletin 
International Trade of the American States, 
and will serve as a model for future studies 
which, based on data already compiled, 
will appear for other countries of the 
Hemisphere. This study indicates, through 
a medium of 15 statistical tables based upon 
official sources, the commodity composition 
of imports and exports by sections and 
division of the Standard International Trade 
Classification, by significant groups of 


exports and, to a lesser degree, imports. 
It also analyzes exports by commodity 
groups by selected countries of destination 
as well as by geographical areas by sig- 
nificant commodity groups. On the import 
side, the statistical presentation was limited 
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to significant commodity divisions — by 
geographical areas and selected countries of 
origin, and by selected countries of origin by 
commodity divisions. This study also 
includes the conversion keys for exports and 
imports upon which the statistical  re- 
classification and compilation are based, 
in addition to brief statements of a technical 
nature. 

As an extension of work in connection 
with the Program of the 1950 Census of the 
Americas, three studies on experience in 
the application of the recommendations of 
the Committee on the 1950 Census of the 
Americas were completed and _ published. 
These studies refer to agriculture, popula- 
tion and housing censuses. The Story of the 
1950 Census of the Americas, describing the 
origin, establishment and_ activities of 
coTa, was also published. 

The four quarterly issues of the journal 
Estadistica were distributed. Three of them 
are of varied content, while the other, a 
subject issue is devoted to statistical organ- 
ization and administration. Publication of 
the four issues also involved three supple- 
ments containing the Informe del Seminario 
Interamericano del Ingreso Nacional, the 
Progress report of the Inter American Statis- 
tical Institute, and a collection of material 
on statistical organization and administra- 
tion supplementing the main journal issue 
on this subject. 

The Focal Point continued its activity as 
a consultation and reference center for 
statistical data, methods, and materials. 
It issued its monthly list of publications 
received and maintained and directed a flow 
of information for the library of the Train- 
ing Center in Economie and Financial 
Statistics. It was also at work on_ the 
preparation of the fifth edition of the 
Directory of Statistical Personnel in_ the 
American Nations. 

All this activity was accompanied by 
consultation services rendered through direct 
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correspondence with national statistical 
offices and several offices of the Pan Ameri- 
ean Union. Eight Latin American statis- 
ticlans were trained in the offices of the 
Division of Statistics. The Division took 
part in several national and international 
technical meetings. 

Throughout the entire fiscal year, prepara- 
tions were advanced for the Third Inter- 
American Statistical Conference, convoked 
for 1955. This work covered preparation of 
the Conference regulations, drafting the 
program, and other organizational aspects 
of the Conference. 


TRAVEL PROMOTION 


The Travel Division continued to urge 
action on the modification of immigration 
and customs requirements on the part of the 
American republics where these barriers to 
the entry of foreign visitors still exist. It 
has continued, as well, its services and 
contacts among transportation companies, 
travel-promotion agencies, and other or- 
ganizations in an effort to promote tourist 
travel in the Western Hemisphere. Some of 
the year’s meetings attended by staff 
representatives were: sessions of the Tech- 
nical Committee of Experts on the Fi- 
nancing of the Pan American Highway, held 
in Mexico City, October 1953; meetings of 
the Organizing Committee of the Sixth 
Pan American Highway Congress, held in 
Venezuela, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Pan- 
ama, Guatemala and Mexico, November 
1953; Annual Convention of the American 
Road Builders’ Association, Atlantic City, 
January 1954; meeting of the Highway 
Research Board, Washington, D. C.. Jan- 
uary 1954; United Nations Conference on 
Customs Formalities for the Temporary 
Importation of Private Vehicles and for 
Tourism, New York City, May 1954; and 
Fifth Inter-American Travel Congress, 
Panama City, June 1954. 


The Secretariat gave every possible 
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assistance to the Panamanian and Vene- 
zuelan Governments in the organization of 
the Fifth Inter-American Travel Congress 
held in Panama City in June 1954, and the 
Sixth Pan American Highway Congress 
which convened in Caracas in July 1954. 
It worked closely with the Organizing 
Committees of these Specialized Conferences 
in developing a program of information and 
propaganda in order to promote general 
interest in these conferences; and assisted 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council in the preparation of the Agenda 
and Regulations for both Congresses. 

The Secretariat was called upon by the 
Inter-American Federation of Automobile 
Clubs to assist in the preparation of its 
Thirteenth Annual Assembly, held in Rio 
de Janeiro in November 1953, and recom- 
mended the designation of Mr. Luis Ribeiro 
Soares, member of the National Highway 
Council of Brazil, who attended the meeting 
as representative of the Pan American 
Union. 

As Permanent Secretariat of the Pan 
American Highway Congresses, the Travel 
Division undertook all liaison and paper 
work in connection with the calling of the 
meetings of the three Technical Com- 
mittees of Experts which, in accordance with 
Resolution IV of the Special Pan American 
Highway Congress, were designated to study 
specific problems: (1) on internal organiza- 
tion of highway departments; (2) on finane- 
ing of the Pan American Highway System, 
and (3) on national and international high- 
way planning. These committees met in 
Lima, Mexico City, and Rio de Janeiro, 
respectively, in the fall of 1953. The Secre- 
tariat reproduced the Spanish and English 
versions of their reports and distributed 
copies to the governments of the American 
republics, through their Representatives on 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council; to directors of highways, and to 
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national and international organizations 
interested in this field. 

During the year the Travel Division 
issued two new booklets of the “Visit 
Series’, Visit Ecuador and Visit Costa Rica; 
completed the text of Visit Chile, and re- 
vised and enlarged exhausted editions of 
Visit Venezuela, Visit Colombia, and Motor- 
ing to Mexico. The booklet The Pan Ameri- 
can Highway System was rewritten and 
enlarged, to be presented in a new form 
with photographs and maps. Press releases 
on the above-mentioned publications were 
prepared and widely disseminated and as a 
result substantial orders for these booklets 
were placed by national tourist boards, 
transportation companies, and travel agen- 
cies for promotion purposes. 


Firrtu InTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS 


With a comprehensive agenda covering 
every aspect of the tourist industry, and a 
set of regulations, both previously approved 
by the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, the Fifth Inter-American Travel 
Congress met in Panama from June 12 to 19, 
1954, with delegates from every country 
member of the oas, except Bolivia. At- 
tended by an unusually large number of 
specialists, among them the chiefs of the 
official travel-promotion agencies of many 
countries, the Congress gave itself, as a 
major objective, to the task of evolving an 
Organization Plan which would assure 
continuity of these Specialized Conferences 
and provide an effective mechanism to 
carry on the work between Congresses. 
The draft plan agreed upon calls for a 
Permanent Execuurve Committee, attached 
to I-A Ecosoc, made up of five countries 
(United States, Mexico, Argentina and 
Peru, hosts to the first four meetings, and 
Costa Rica, where the next one is to be 
held, were recommended as members) and 
four Technical Committees to take up the 
study of fundamental problems as follows: 
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(a) Committee on Research and Organiza- 
tion; (b) Committee on the Removal of 
Travel Barriers; (c) Committee on Travel 
Plant, and (d) Committee on Tourist-Trave! 
Promotion. The Permanent Secretariat and 
central headquarters remain in the Pan 
American Union. The proposed draft, which 
was forwarded to the Council of the os 
for consideration and approval, also con- 
tains provisions relative to the organization 


and functioning of the Congresses, their | 


aims, relations with the oAs, cooperation 
with national tourist departments, ete., 
and provides for participation by private 
enterprise. 

The Permanent Secretariat filed a progress 
report on the simplification of requirements 
for the entry of tourists into the various 
countries, showing that a majority of the 
Western Hemisphere nations had taken 
favorable action, eliminating the require- 
ment of a consular visa on _ passports; 
establishing the system of tourist cards, in 
some cases issued through transportation 
companies and/or travel agencies; accepting 
the personal identification card extended by 
neighboring countries to their citizens, and 
other similar measures. It was found, how- 
ever, that failure to act by certain key 
countries is delaying the day when we shall 
have a single travel area in the New World, 
and an appeal was again made to the 
governments for the lowering of barriers so 
necessary for the development of mass 
travel. 

The Final Act of the Congress contains 64 
resolutions directly or indirectly related to 
the travel movement, under the following 
headings: policy and planning in the inter- 
American and national fields; economics 
and financing; tourist travel and its services, 
including transportation, lodging, and travel 
agencies; publicity; and resources and 
special activities, with special reference to 
the cultural heritage, national and interna- 
tional parks, social travel, adventure travel 
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and sports of interest to tourists. Costa 
Rica was designated as seat of the Sixth 
Inter-American Travel Congress to be held 
in 1956. 


INTERIM COMMITTEE OF THE PAN AMERICAN 
HiIGHway CONGRESSES 


At the request of Mr. Carlos Lazo, Chair- 
man of the Interim Committee of the Pan 
American Highway Congresses, the General 
Secretariat of the Organization of American 
States called the Second Meeting of the 
Interim Committee for April 5-9, 1954, at 
the Pan American Union in Washington, 
D. C. The purpose of this Meeting was to 
complete the assignment that had been 
entrusted to the Committee by the Special 
Pan American Highway Congress held in 
Mexico City in 1952. The Committee held a 
four-day meeting with special representa- 
tives of Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Peru and 
the United States, and proceeded to study 
and discuss the following papers: 


1. Report of the First Meeting of the Interim 
Committee, Washington, D. C., June 15- 
18, 1953 

2. Preliminary draft, Organization Plan of 
the Pan American Highway Congresses 

3. Report, Meeting of the Technical Com- 
mittee of Experts on the Financing of the 
Pan American Highway, Mexico City, 
October 26-31, 1953 

4. Report, Meeting of the Technical Com- 
mittee of Experts on the Organization, 
Financing, and Legislative Authorization 
of Highway Departments, Lima, Peru, 
November 23-30, 1953 

5. Report, Meeting of the Technical Com- 
mittee of Experts on Pan American High- 
way Planning, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
November 10-14, 1953 


After thoroughly studying the reports of 
the three Technical Committees and the 
preliminary draft of the Organization Plan 
for the Pan American Highway Congresses, 
the Interim Committee decided to transmit 
them to the Sixth Pan American Highway 
Congress with pertinent amendments and 
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recommendations. A full report on the work 
performed by the Committee and its recom- 
mendations was prepared by the Secretariat 
and forwarded to the Sixth Highway Con- 
gress, in Caracas, in July of 1954. 


COOPERATION WITH THE TECHNICAL STAFF 
oF UNITED NATIONS AND OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES 


In compliance with the agreement be- 
tween the Inter-American Economic and 
Social Council and the Economic Com- 
mission for Latin America, close contact 
maintained between the respective 
Secretariats during the year on matters 
relating to housing finance and to the 
productivity of the construction industry. 
In June 1953 the United Nations offered 
the services of a consultant to cooperate 
with the Division of Housing and Planning 
in the revision of the study Low-Cost Hous- 
ing in Latin America. 

The Seminar on Housing through Non- 
Profit Organizations, to be held in September 
1954, and to be sponsored jointly by the 
United Nations and the Government of 
Denmark in cooperation with the oas, will 
bring together Latin American technicians 
on housing and cooperatives. During the 
fiscal year 1953-54 various meetings were 
held in Washington and New York in which 
members of the Pan American Union’s 
Division of Housing and Planning and of 
the un Housing Section participated. At 
these meetings procedures were studied for 
coordinating the housing and _ planning 
activities of both agencies. 

Cooperative undertakings included the 
preparation of a kit of materials in Spanish 
and Portuguese dealing with community 
organization and development. In connec- 
tion with a study on trends in social-work 
education throughout the world, under 
preparation by the United Nations, members 
of the technical staff prepared the draft 
chapter on Latin America. Participation in a 


was 
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meeting in Geneva of the International 
Labor Organization’s Committee of Experts 
on Cooperatives should prove a constructive 
step towards carrying out two recommenda- 
tions of the Tenth Inter-American Con- 
ference (Resolution XXVI, ‘Cooperation 
between the Organization of American 
States and the International Labor Or- 
ganization”, and Resolution XXXII, “De- 
velopment of the Cooperative Movement in 
America’’) which call for studies in the field 
of cooperatives with the collaboration of 
the 110. Similar cooperation extended to a 
broad field of subjects, some of which are 
referred to in other parts of this report, 
and included statistics, national income, 
transportation, fiscal policy, social welfare, 
and numerous related subjects. 


Department of International Law 
GENERAL LEGAL SERVICES 


The Department of International Law, 
acting through its two Divisions (Law and 
Treaties, and Conferences and Organiza- 
tions), has the general responsibility of 
handling the wide variety of legal problems 
with which the Pan American Union is 
presented in the performance of its func- 
tions as Secretariat of the Organization of 
American States. In pursuance of this duty, 
the Department cooperated continuously 
throughout the year with the Council of the 
Organization and its various permanent and 
special committees; maintained its custom- 
ary record of the ratification of multilateral 
and bilateral treaties and its custody of 
instruments of ratification deposited with 
the Pan American Union; carried out the 
duties of Executive Secretariat of the Inter- 
American Council of Jurists and cooperated 
with the work of the Inter-American 


Juridical Committee; offered special services 
to Inter-American Specialized Conferences 
and to Inter-American Specialized Organiza- 
tions, and in particular to the Inter-Ameri- 


can Commission of Women; and main- 
tained close contact with the offices of the 
United Nations engaged in parailel legal 
activities. In addition to these activities, 
the Department rendered legal services to 
the staff of the Pan American Union and to 
the members of delegations to the Organ- 
ization of American States by giving legal 
advice and information, preparing docu- 
ments, facilitating the issuance of passports 
and visas, and by handling problems of 
immigration, privileges and immunities, and 
similar questions. 


COOPERATION WITH THE COUNCIL OF THE OAS 


The Department continued to assist the 
committees of the Council in legal matters 
and problems relating to conferences or 
organizations. This required, in some cases, 
the compilation of background material and 
the writing of reports or drafts for the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference,  inas- 
much as a number of the items on the Agenda 
of that Conference were of a legal character. 

With specific reference to the Draft 
Protocol to the Convention on Duties and 


Rights of States in the Event of Civil | 
Strife, the Department continued to col- | 
laborate with the committee to which that | 


subject had been assigned for study. The 
Council of the Organization, at its meeting 
on July 1, 1953, resolved to transmit to the 
governments the Preliminary Draft Protocol 
prepared by the committee, with the request 
that they communicate their observations 
thereon before September 15, 1953. Ac- 
cordingly, after that date, the committee 
proceeded with the last stage of its task, 
preparing a definitive text which was sub- 
mitted to the Council of the Organization on 
November 4, 1953. The Council decided to 
submit this text to the Tenth Inter-Ameri- 
can Conference, together with the draft 
originally prepared by the Department of 
International Law, for consideration by the 
Delegates. Because of the pressure of time, 
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however, the Conference returned it to the 
Council of the Organization, for further 
examination and the preparation of a 
definitive Protocol to the Convention, taking 
into account the amendments and observa- 
tions submitted to the Conference by the 
governments, as well as any others that the 
governments might submit later at meetings 
of the Council. When the final text is ap- 
proved by the Council of the os, it will be 
opened for signature by the governments at 
the Pan American Union. 

The Department also collaborated with 
other committees of the Council, but in 
particular with the Committee on Prepara- 
tions for the Tenth Conference, in the 
formulation of the agenda and regulations 
of that Conference, with the Committee 
on Inter-American Organizations, with the 
Committee on Inter-American Conferences, 
and with the Committee on the Leo S. 
Rowe Pan American Fund. 


RATIFICATION OF INTER- 
AMERICAN TREATIES 


Several ratifications and deposits of 
instruments of ratification took place during 
the past year. The status of the Inter- 
American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, 
signed at Rio de Janeiro in 1947, remains 
the same. All countries are parties to the 
Treaty with the exception of Guatemala. 
The deposit of the instrument of ratification 
by Guatemala is still awaiting the results of 
the consultation initiated by the Pan 
American Union relative to the reservation 
made by that country at the time of ratifica- 
tion. 

A similar situation exists with respect to 
the Charter of the Organization of American 
States, inasmuch as Guatemala also made a 
reservation at the time of ratifying that 
instrument, concerning which a consulta- 
tion is likewise pending. With respect to 
Peru, which also made a reservation at the 
time of ratifying the Charter, the consulta- 


tion has been completed, and that Govern- 
ment deposited its instrument of ratifica- 
tion on February 12, 1954. 

The status of the Charter at the end of 
the fiscal year is shown in the following list 
of ratifications and deposits of instruments 


of ratification: 


SIGNATORY DATE OF DEPOSIT OF IN- 
COUNTRIES STRUMENT OF RATIFICATION 
Argentina = 
Bolivia October 18, 1950 
Brazil March 13, 1950 
Chile June 5, 1953 
Colombia December 13, 1951 
Costa Rica November 16, 1948 
Cuba July 16, 1952 


Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
E] Salvador 


April 22, 1949 
December 28, 1950 
September 11, 1950 


Guatemala* _- 

Haiti March 28, 1951 
Honduras February 7, 1950 
Mexico November 23, 1948 
Nicaragua July 26, 1950 
Panama March 22, 1951 
Paraguay May 3, 1950 
Peru** February 12, 1954 
United States** June 19, 1951 
Uruguay —_ 
Venezuela December 29, 1951 


* Ratified subject to a reservation which was still pending 


acceptance at the end of the fiscal year. 


** Ratified subject to a reservation which 


accepted. 


As for other treaties and conventions, 
instruments of ratification were deposited 


by the countries indicated below: 


Convention on the Nationality of Women, 1933: 


Costa Rica, July 17, 1953 


Additional Protocol to the Pan American Sanitary 


Code, 1952: 


El Salvador, August 11, 1953 
Ecuador, April 15, 1954 


Cuba, April 8, 1954 
Inter-American Convention on the Rights of the 
Author in Literary, Scientific, and Artistic 


Works, 1946: 


Haiti, August 25, 1953 

Argentina, September 24, 1953 
Convention on Political Asylum, 1933: 

Costa Rica, June 10, 1954 


has been 
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In addition, Costa Rica signed, on June 
16, 1954, the following conventions adopted 
at the Tenth Inter-American Conference, 
held at Caracas in 1954: Convention on 
Political Asylum; Convention on Territorial 
Asylum; and Convention for the Promotion 
of Inter-American Cultural Relations. 

By virtue of a resolution of the Seventh 
International Conference of American States, 
held at Montevideo in 1933, the Pan Ameri- 
can Union publishes periodically a pamphlet 
showing the status of the various inter- 
American treaties and conventions. To 
supplement this chart, the Department 
recently published a volume containing 
more detailed information. 


RELATIONS WITH THE COUNCIL OF JURISTS 
AND THE JURIDICAL COMMITTEE 


In its capacity as Executive Secretariat 
of the Inter-American Council of Jurists, 
the Department of International Law con- 
tinued to carry out the work assigned to it 
by resolutions of the Council at its Second 
Meeting, held at Buenos Aires in 1953. 
This work is closely related with the activi- 
ties of the Inter-American Juridical Com- 
mittee, permanent committee of the Inter- 
American Council of Jurists. 

During the past year the Juridical Com- 
mittee prepared the following studies: a 
Draft Uniform Law on International Com- 
mercial Arbitration, and a Comparative 
Study of the Bustamante Code, the Monte- 
video Treaties, and the ‘Restatement of 
the Law of Conflicts of Law’’. 

The Department has made translations of 
these studies, and transmitted the texts to 
the governments for their observations, in 
accordance with the Plan of Codification 
adopted by the Inter-American Council of 
Jurists at its First Meeting. 

The above two studies, together with 
several others not yet completed by the 
Juridical Committee, will be submitted for 
consideration to the Inter-American Council 
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of Jurists at its Third Meeting, in Mexico 
City, probably during 1955. In preparation 
for that Meeting, the Department has been 
in communication with the Juridical Com- 
mittee for the purpose of making the neces- 
sary arrangements. 

The Department has likewise offered the 
Juridical Committee its cooperation under 
the work plan proposed by the Council of 
Jurists and later by the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference. 

In addition to the above work, the De- 
partment published two volumes, in Spanish, 
containing the proceedings and documents 
of the Second Meeting of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Council of Jurists, held in Buenos Aires. 


SPECIAL SERVICES FOR CONFERENCES 


The Division of Conferences and Or- 
ganizations was especially occupied during 
this fiscal year with its responsibilities for 
rendering conference services. Included in 
this type of service was the pre-conference 
planning of secretariat and physical needs 
for six major conferences as requested by 
their host governments. The Division was 
also responsible for preparing letters of 
convocation for eight oAs conferences as 
well as advising the organizing committees 
as to the attributes of a ‘Specialized Con- 
ference” under the Charter. With respect to 
the Tenth Inter-American Conference, the 
Division was made responsible for co- 
ordinating the translation, editing, publica- 
tion and distribution of the preliminary 
documents, as well as editing the report on 
the activities of the oas and the Handbook 
for Delegates, which was issued in the four 
official languages. Staff members of the 
Division served in the secretariats of five 
conferences. A list of conferences and 
meetings held during the fiscal year may be 
found in the chapter on “The Specialized 
Conference and other Inter-American Meet- 
ings’’. 
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CouNCcIL SECRETARIAT SERVICES 


The Council of the Organization held 26 
meetings during the fiscal year and its com- 
mittees, as a whole, met on an average of 
20 times a month. The Council Secretariat 
Section undertook to make arrangements for 
these meetings, cooperated with the Secre- 
tary of the Council in preparation of topics, 
working documents, memoranda and _ in- 
formation for committees, drew up minutes 
of meetings of the Council of the Organiza- 
tion, and published decisions taken at 
meetings. 

The Secretariat furnished information and 
data requested by delegations to the Or- 
ganization, and assumed administrative 
functions of the Pan American Union deriv- 
ing from the Agreement on Privileges and 
Immunities. 

The Section continued to render secre- 
tariat services to the Inter-American Peace 
Committee. 


LANGUAGE SERVICES 


The Translation Section has provided the 
Council of the oas and its technica] organs 
with various language services. This in- 
cluded the translation into the four official 
languages of more than 7,000 pages during 
the fiscal year. The services of most of the 
staff of the Section were made available to 
the Secretariat of the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference at Caracas. The Section served 
as a language-services coordinating center 
for the other official inter-American con- 
ferences and meetings. 


PUBLICATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT 


ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERI- 
can Srates.—This quarterly publication, 
issued in separate English, Spanish, Portu- 
guese, and French editions, is designed, as 
its name implies, to provide current and 
reliable information on the activities of the 
Organization of American States. It con- 
tains official documentary material on each 
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of the organs composing the Organization, 
including the texts of all decisions of the 
Inter-American Conference, the Meeting of 
Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, 
the Council and its three technical organs 
(Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil, Inter-American Council of Jurists, and 
Inter-American Cultural Council), and the 
Inter-American Specialized Conferences. 
Wherever necessary, these texts are ac- 
companied by quotations from relevant 
reports or by other material explaining their 
background and implications. Also included 
are resolutions of various administrative 
and technical bodies forming part of the 
Specialized Organizations, and information 
on officially-sponsored inter-American meet- 
ings which, although not classified as 
“Specialized Conferences” are considered of 
interest to the reader. Finally, the first 
number of each yearly volume is a carefully 
edited version of the Annual Report of the 
Secretary General for the last complete 
fiscal year. 

The French and Portuguese editions are 
printed in Haiti and Brazil, respectively, 
and the Spanish in Mexico. The English 
edition continues to be printed in the United 
States. 


“LAW AND TREATY” SERIES.—The Depart- 
ment published the following issues in this 
series: Constitution of the Dominican Re- 
public (English); Constitution of Haiti 
(English); Constitution of Nicaragua (Eng- 
lish); Constitution of Venezuela (English); 
Convention on Diplomatic Asylum, signed at 
the Tenth Inter-American Conference (four 
languages) ; Convention on Territorial Asylum, 
signed at the Tenth Inter-American Con- 
ference (four languages); Convention for the 
Promotion of Inter-American Cultural Rela- 
tions, signed at the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference (four languages); Supplement to 
“Copyright Protection in the Americas’’ 
(Spanish and English); Status of Pan Ameri- 
can Treaties and Conventions (four lan- 
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guages); and Inter-American Treaties and 
Conventions: Signatures, Ratifications, and 
Deposits, with Explanatory Notes. 


“STATEMENTS OF Laws’’.—During the 
past year there were published the ‘State- 
ments of Laws” for Paraguay and revised 
editions for the Dominican Republic and 
Colombia. In addition, the publication of 
supplements to the “Statements” was 
started, for the purpose of bringing them 
up to date. Supplements for Argentina and 
Uruguay have been published. Supple- 
ments for three other countries (Colombia, 
Guatemala, and Panama) are in prepara- 
tion by their respective authors. 

Translation of the revised editions for 
Costa Rica and Ecuador was completed, 
the former being in the Printing Division 
and the latter in process of reproduction, 
at the time of preparing this report. The 
manuscript of the revised edition for 
Bolivia was received and is ready for trans- 
lation. With respect to Brazil the material 
received has been revised in order to bring 
it up to date. The same is true of the revised 
edition for Cuba which has been suspended 
in view of new legislation recently pro- 
mulgated. 

The Division of Law and Treaties also 
received a part of the revised edition for 
Mexico, which the author expects to com- 
plete in a short time, and expects soon to 
receive the revised edition for Peru. Lastly, 
the authors of the “Statements” for Chile, 
Haiti, Honduras, and El Salvador have been 
working for some time on the revisions for 
those countries and it is possible that they 
may be published during the course of the 
next fiscal year. 


CounciL oF JurRists SeEriEs.—In this 
series the following documents were pub- 
lished during the year: Draft Uniform Law 


on International Commercial Arbitration 


(Spanish, English, Portuguese) ; Comparative 
Study of the Bustamante Code, the Monte- 
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funcionamiento de la Secretaria General (a 


video Treaties, and the ‘Restatement of the 
Law of Conflict of Laws’ (Spanish); and 
Actas y documentos de la Segunda Reunién 
del Consejo Interamericano de Jurisconsultos 
(Spanish). 


“CONFERENCES AND ORGANIZATIONS” 
Srries.—In the course of the fiscal year, 30 
new numbers of the ‘Conferences and 
Organizations” Series were published: 10 
in English, two in French, seven in Portu- 
guese, and 11 in Spanish. At the close of 
that period, 14 additional numbers were in 
press, or in preparation. The majority of the 
new numbers contain the Final Acts of 
Inter-American Specialized Conferences or 
analytical conference data; a few are basic 
documents of organizations included within 
the structure of the oas; and several are 
publications relating to the Inter-American 
Conference, namely: the Manual de la 
Conferencia Interamericana: organizacién y 


handbook on conference secretariat services 
containing 62 charts, illustrations, models, 
and similar explanatory material); the Final 
Act of the Tenth Inter-American Conference 
(Caracas, 1954), in the four official languages 
of the Organization; and the report of the 
Pan American Union on the Caracas meet- 
ing (in press). Editorial work was begun on a 
Spanish edition of the Proceedings of the 
Tenth Conference. The Division of Con- 
ferences and Organizations also continued to 
publish the periodical list of forthcoming 
inter-American conferences and meetings, 
in English, Portuguese, and Spanish. 


SpecIAL PusBiicatTions.—During the first 
three quarters of the year, attention was 
devoted primarily to conference publica- 
tions not included in the regular series. 
Outstanding among these were the final 
numbers of the seven-volume publication, 
sponsored by the Government of Colombia, 
entitled Actas y documentos de la Novena 
Conferencia Internacional Americana (Bo- 
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gotd, 1948); the Report on the Activities of 
the Organization of American States: 1948- 
1958, presented to the Caracas assembly in 
English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish; 
and the Handbook for Delegates to the Tenth 
Inter-American Conference, also issued in 
the four official languages. 


OFFICIAL TRAVEL DocuUMENT 


For the purpose of providing officials of 
the Pan American Union, of Inter-American 
Specialized Organizations, and of other 
inter-American agencies, which work in the 
field of technical assistance, with adequate 
identification while traveling on official 
missions, the Division of Law and Treaties 
prepared a document containing general 
information on the oas and on the bearer, 
which has been published with the title of 
“Official Travel Document.” 

While the principal object of this docu- 
ment is to identify the official who is travel- 
ing on the business of the Organization, 
it is prepared in a form that permits it to be 
used in lieu of a passport, whenever the 
officials of the country to be visited agree 
to recognize it as such by placing a visa 
therein. At present, officials of the oas have 
no document of this kind which would serve 
to facilitate their official missions. As the 
work programs have required an increasing 
amount of travel, however, particularly the 
Program of Technical Cooperation, such a 
document became needed. Although the 
Official Travel Document may be utilized 
in lieu of a national passport, it will naturally 
not replace a passport in any case not 
permitted by national law. 


RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, 
UN SpectAuizEp AGENCIES, AND OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 


The relations between the Department of 
International Law and the offices of the 
United Nations engaged in parallel legal 
activities consisted chiefly in studies of the 
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work of the International Law Commission 
of the United Nations and in the distribu- 
tion of the reports of the Commission to the 
Inter-American Juridical Committee. By 
special arrangement with the United Na- 
tions additional copies of the reports of the 
International Law Commission are sent 
direct to the Juridical Committee in Rio de 
Janeiro. 

On its part the Department of Interna- 
tional Law sent to the United Nations 
Secretariat copies of the documents emanat- 
ing from the meeting of the Inter-American 
Council of Jurists, at Buenos Aires, and 
copies of the reports of the Inter-American 
Juridical Committee. The Director also 
contributed to the United Nations Yearbook 
on Human Rights. On various occasions the 
Division of Conferences and Organizations 
of the Department provided the United 
Nations Secretariat with documents and 
information regarding the status and char- 
acter of inter-American conferences and 
organizations. It also made arrangements 
for the participation of representatives of the 
Pan American Union at meetings of the 
United Nations and a number of its Special- 
ized Agencies. 

In addition, the Division of Conferences 
and Organizations continued to serve as the 
general coordinating office of the Pan 
American Union in its relations with the six 
Inter-American Specialized Organizations, 
and with other inter-American and world 
organizations, some having formal arrange- 
ments for cooperation with the oas. 

Especially noteworthy this year was the 
action taken by the Council of the oas with 
respect to relations with nongovernmental 
organizations. On June 16, the Council 
adopted new standards for establishing 
cooperative relations between the oas and 
nongovernmental organizations. General re- 
lations on that basis were established by an 
exchange of letters between the Secretary 
General and the following organizations: 
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Inter-American Association of Broadcasters, 
Association of American Writers and Artists, 
Coffee Growers’ Federation of Central 
America-Mexico-Caribbean, National In- 
stitute of Reforms and Social Welfare, 
International Conference of Social Work, 
and the World Union of Catholic Women’s 
Organizations. 


Department of Cultural Affairs 
GENERAL ACTIVITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT 


During 1953-54, a large part of the 
activities of the Department of Cultural 
Affairs were concerned with preparations 
for the Tenth Inter-American Conference 
and the Second Meeting of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Cultural Council, and participation in 
the former of those two assemblies. 

Cooperation with the UNESCO was con- 
tinued. The program of translation and 
publication of Latin American classics went 
forward; the services of one of the specialists 
in the Division of Education were lent to 
the ungEsco for a period of four months; aid 
was continued to the Latin American Re- 
gional Center for Fundamental Education 
(cREFAL); and collaboration was lent in 
preparation for a seminar on the teaching of 
the social sciences, to be held in Costa Rica. 

The Department continued its program of 
Round-Table Discussions of Teaching Prob- 
lems in the Field of Latin American Studies 
for university specialists in the United 
States. A second meeting for colleges of the 
northeastern region was held at the Uni- 
versity of Delaware in October 1953, and 
led to the incorporation of the Northeastern 
Council for Latin American and _Inter- 
American Studies. First meetings for uni- 
versities of the Rocky Mountain area and 
the southeastern region were held at the 
University of New Mexico in January 1954, 
and Duke University in February 1954, 
respectively. The former of these two 
gatherings was attended by 65 representa- 
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tives of 20 different institutions; the latter, 
by 51 representatives from 23 institutions. 
The Department also collaborated in the 
Fourth Conference on World Economic 
Development of the University of Delaware, 
held in October 1953. 

In its function as Executive Secretariat to 
the Inter-American Cultural Council, the 
Department provided technical and secre- 
tarial services for the Committee for Cultural 
Action, preparing documents for its use, at 
its request. 

The Committee on Bibliography of the 
Organization of American States was con- 
stituted, having as its Chairman the Director 
of the Department of Cultural Affairs and 
as Secretary the Editor of the Inter-American 
Review of Bibliography. An Advisory Council, 
composed of representatives of all the de- 
partments of the Pan American Union and 
of each of the Inter-American Specialized 
Organizations, is currently in formation. 

Publication of the inter-American cul- 
tural review Panorama was continued, four 
numbers thereof appearing during the course 
of the year. 

A series of eight broadcasts was made by 


members of the Department as part of the: 


“University of the Air’, presented by one 
of the Washington radio stations, and the 
Department continued its collaboration in 
the Inter-University Seminar maintained by 
the six institutions of higher education of 
the Washington area. 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


The Director continued his program of 
visits to United States universities, for the 
purpose of establishing and strengthening 
relations with college specialists in the field 
of Latin American studies. An important 
feature of this program was an extended tour 
which included 17 institutions in the Middle 
and Far West. The Director represented the 
Organization at the Sixth Congress of the 
Instituto Internacional de Literatura Ibero- 
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americana (Mexico City, August-September 
1953), addressed a large number of profes- 
sional and Pan American associations, and 
provided several articles for Américas. 
Work was continued on the English 
edition of Manuel Bandeira’s history of 
Brazilian literature, and the office continued 
to prepare the Brazilian-literature section 
of the Handbook of Latin American Studies. 


Music SeEction.—Publication of the 
monthly Boletin de musica y artes visuales 
was continued, with considerable improve- 
ment in its graphic presentation. Circulation 
is now more than 5,000, and the material 
carried is reproduced by a number of news- 
papers and magazines in various parts of 
Latin America. Other publications of the 
Music Section included the leaflet One 
Dance and Three Songs of Mexico; the third 
English edition, revised and enlarged, of 
Music in Latin America; an album entitled 
Canciones folkléricas de la América latina, 
for school use, arranged by Luis Sandi; and 
a series of brochures on conservatories, 
orchestras, and music organizations, stores, 
publishers and journals of Latin America. 
This last-mentioned material will eventually 
be incorporated into the Directorio musical 
de la América latina, final proofs of the first 
two volumes of which were sent to press at 
the close of the fiscal year. Sent to press 
likewise was the manuscript of the first 
volume, in English and Spanish, of catalogs 
of the works of composers of the Americas. 
This will include, in addition to the lists of 
compositions, biographical data, a photo- 
graph and the facsimile of a manuscript 
page of each of the 15 musicians repre- 
sented. 

Plates were prepared for the printing of 
works by the contemporary composers Juan 
Orrego Salas (Chile), Alfonso Montecino 
(Chile), Edgardo Martin (Cuba), José 
Malsio (Peru), Rodolfo Halfter (Mexico), 
and Roque Cordero (Panama). 


Collaboration was lent to editors of 
musical publications and to various organiza- 
tions and institutions of the Hemisphere, 
public and private, notably the Music 
Division of the Library of Congress. Lectures 
on music of the Americas were delivered to 
a number of associations, and technical 
assistance was provided in the preparation 
of programs featuring Latin American songs 
and dances. 

A special program in honor of Pan Ameri- 
can Day was presented under the leadership 
of the Chief of the Music Section, with the 
collaboration of members of the National 
Symphony Orchestra of Washington and 
the Mexican pianist José Kahan. Recitals 
were given in the Hall of the Americas by 
the Brazilian artists Isabel Mourao, Roberto 
Miranda, and Oriano de Almeida; by the 
Chilean Edith Fischer; the Argentine 
Alejandro Barletta; the Mexican Charlotte 
Martin; and the Peruvian Roberto Eyza- 
guirre. Open-air concerts in the Aztec 
Garden were presented with the collabora- 
tion of the United States Army and Navy 
Bands, and the singers Edson de Castilho 
(Brazil), Yolanda Vazquez (Colombia), and 
Olguita Farifia (Chile). 

VisuaL Arts SEcTiIoN.—The second vol- 
ume of the Guta de las colecciones piblicas 
de arte en los Estados Unidos (New England) 
appeared early in the fiscal year. In No- 
vember and December 1953, the Chief of 
the Section visited the circum-Caribbean 
countries to gather material for the first 
volume of a guide to public collections of 
art in Latin America. The New York firm 
of Duell, Sloan and Pearce has expressed 
its interest in publishing an English edition 
of this guide, and negotiations to that end 
have been initiated. 

The Section has continued to prepare its 
corresponding part of the Boletin de misica 
y artes visuales. Essays and book reviews 
were provided for Américas and the Inter- 
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American Review of Bibliography; and 
articles on Latin American art were con- 
tributed to the Americana Annual, the 
Funk and Wagnalls’ International Year Book, 
and the American People’s Encyclopedia. 

During the course of his Latin American 
tour, the Chief of the Section delivered 
lectures in Guatemala City, San Salvador, 
Tegucigalpa, Panama City, and Camagiiey. 
He represented the Organization at the 
opening of the Second Biennial in Sdo 
Paulo. The Section lent assistance in con- 
nection with the presentation of works by 
Chilean artists at that exhibition, and served 
as intermediary between the Biennial and 
the Government of Venezuela in arranging 
for the Pan American exhibit held at Cara- 
cas upon the occasion of the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference. 

The Section assisted the Museum of 
Modern Art of New York in the acquisition 
of works by Cuban, Colombian, Guate- 
malan, and Mexican artists. It furnished 
information and graphic material on art and 
artists in Latin America to a large number of 
individuals and institutions. 

Since the appointment of the new Pro- 
gram Specialist, he has taken charge of the 
layout and design of the Boletin de misica y 
artes visuales, the catalogs of art exhibits, 
and the supplements of illustrations in- 
cluded in Panorama. The Section designed 
and executed informational exhibits for the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference and the 
Seventh International Conference of Social 
Work (Toronto); and special exhibitions of 
Latin American art were prepared for the 
Whyte Gallery (Washington, D. C.), Pan 
American College (Edinburg, Texas), Dick- 
inson College (Carlisle, Pennsylvania), and 
Southern Illinois University (Carbondale, 
Illinois). 

The following exhibits were presented at 
the Pan American Union during 1953-54: 
“As I See It”, paintings and sculpture on 
Latin American motifs by Washington 
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artists; “Latin America through European 
Eyes’’, prints by itinerant European artists 
of the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries; oils, 
drawings, water colors, and studies by 
Roberto Diago (Cuba); “Flowers of Argen- 
tina’’, oils by Bibi Zogbé; “Ten Artists of 
Panama’’, oils and water colors; “Bonam- 
pak: Mayas of Yesterday and Today”, 
photographs (Mexico); paintings by Ana 
Maria Rojo Oliver (Argentina); prints and 
water colors by Francisco Otta (Chile); 
“Painters of Venezuela’, water colors and 
oils; oils by Agustin Ferndndez (Cuba); 
“Landscape Architecture in Brazil”, photo- 
graphs and plans by Roberto Burle Marx; 
and “Impressions of the usa’, oils by 
Antonio Joseph (Haiti). The exhibit of 
landscape architecture attracted extra- 
ordinary attention, and both it and the 
group show of painters of Venezuela are 
being circulated in the United States under 
the sponsorship of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion. 


Division oF EDUCATION 


Specialists of the Division participated 
in the annual meetings of the National 
Education Association (New York) and the 
American Vocational Education Associa- 
tion (Chicago). They took part in a round 
table on the reform of secondary-education 
curricula in Puerto Rico, and in a seminar on 
the teaching of history, likewise held on that 
island. 


ELEMENTARY EpucaTion SecTion.—The 
Section continued to gather documentation 
on all aspects of elementary education in 
Latin America: curricula, programs and 
methods, normal schools, legislation, teach- 
ing personnel, budgets, educational authori- 
ties, bibliography, textbooks and teaching 
aids, and educational reviews. 

The statistical study of the situation with 
regard to elementary education was brought 
up to date, on the basis of the 1950 census. 

The monograph La ensefianza primaria 
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unwersal en América was sent to press, and 
two numbers of the ‘Biblioteca Panameri- 
cana del Maestro” were prepared: La 
enserianza de las ciencias naturales en la 
escuela primaria and La escuela primaria y 
la conservacién de los recursos naturales. 
The Section exercises supervision over the 
Inter-American Rural Normal School (Proj- 
ect 26 of the Technical Cooperation Pro- 
gram) which was opened in Rubio, Venezuela, 
in March 1954, with the attendance of 76 
students from ten American countries. 


SECONDARY EpucaTion Section.—Data 
on secondary education in the American 
countries were compiled, on the basis of 
inquiries addressed to the ministries of 
education, and 28 tables were prepared on 
various aspects of secondary education. A 
compilation was made of secondary-school 
curricula in Latin America, and the agenda 
was drawn up for the Inter-American 
Seminar on Secondary Education, to be held 
in Santiago, Chile, in December 1954 and 
January 1955. 

The Section prepared a monograph on the 
status of secondary education in Latin 
America generally, and special monographs 
dealing with Mexico and Venezuela. 
Special assistance was lent to the United 
States Office of Education in the inter- 
pretation of data dealing with Latin America, 
and a plan of education for Puerto Rico was 
drawn up for the Secretariat of Education 
of that Island. The Chief of the Section 
participated in the Seminar on_ Inter- 
mediate Education held in Honduras in 
April 1954. 


VocaTIONAL Epucation Section.—The 
Section continued to gather documentation 
on all aspects of vocational education in 
Latin America: school organization, plans, 
methodology, legislation, training centers, 
bibliography, textbooks and teaching aids, 
equipment, and entities which may lend 
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collaboration to governments in the field of 
vocational education. 

The following items were prepared for 
publication: Report of the Inter-American 
Seminar on Vocational Education (English 
and Spanish); the Spanish translation of the 
leaflet Instructional Materials in Latin 
American Industrial Schools; Educacién 
vocacional para un pats de economia poco 
desarrollada (report of a study carried out 
in Costa Rica, with a suggested plan of 
vocational education); and the Catdlogo 
de la exposicién de textos de educacién voca- 
cional. 

At the request of the Government of 
Costa Rica, a study was made with a view 
to preparing a plan of vocational education 
for that country. The Chief of the Section 
visited thirteen Latin American countries in 
connection with a mission sponsored by the 
UNESCO concerning adult education for 
economic development. He also lectured on 
matters of technical vocabulary to the 
Spanish Copywriters and Translators of 
New York. 


EpucaTIONAL INTERCHANGE SECTION.— 
The Section continued to gather material 
concerning opportunities for study abroad 
for teachers, students, technicians, and 
skilled workers. This information covers all 
aspects of matters relating to exchange: 
legislation, international organizations; gov- 
ernmental agencies, teaching institutions, 
requirements for study in the various 
countries, financial aid, and statistics. 

Publications of the Section in 1953-54 
included the annual Opportunities for Sum- 
mer Study in Latin America, Becas para 
latinoamericanos en los Esiados Unidos, and 
a revision of the Survey on the Present Status 
of Latin American Studies in U. S. Institu- 
tions of Higher Education. 

The Section provided guidance for United 
States students and professional persons 
interested in studying in Latin America; 
it furnished similar aid to Latin Americans 





44 


in the United States, in some cases organ- 
izing group tours. 

The Section continued to provide secre- 
tariat services for the Leo S. Rowe Pan 
American Fund, including information and 
guidance to applicants. During the course 
of the fiscal year, loans were made to 61 
students, representing all Latin American 
countries save Uruguay, Paraguay, and 
Venezuela. 

The Section likewise continued to ad- 
minister the Fellowship Program of study 
of the Organization of American States for 
foreign service personnel of the member 
governments. During 1953-54, fellows were 
appointed by the Governments of Brazil, 
Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Haiti, Honduras, 
Mexico, Panama, the United States, and 
Venezuela for a month of study at the Pan 
American Union, at the close of which the 
participants received appropriate certificates. 


LaTIN AMERICAN BUREAU FOR THE 
PropucTION OF FUNDAMENTAL EDUCATION 
MaTeRIAL.—-The Bureau published the 
following primers during 1953-54: Artigas, 
Bolivar, Morelos, Martt, Paludismo, Cuida a 
tus hijos, Defiende los bosques, Ayuda a tu 
pueblo, and San Francisco de Asis. Primers 
prepared for publication included: Cartilla 
para ensenar a leer alos adultos, Casa de 
salud, La Patria, El alcoholismo, La mejor 
semilla de matz, Algo sobre América, El 
huerto casero, Abonos agricolas, Libro de 
lenguaje, Libro de aritmetica, and Libro de 
geografta. 

The Bureau continued to gather informa- 
tion on fundamental-education materials, 
and a round table on the production 
thereof was held, with experts from the 
United States and Latin America in 


attendance. A monograph, Materiales de 
educacién fundamental para adultos, was 
prepared incorporating the results of the 
round table. 

The Bureau continued its participation in 
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the Coordination Committee of the Latin 
American Regional Center for Fundamental 
Education (CREFAL). It made a study of 
CREFAL and suggested a series of changes 
in its organization, the majority of which 
were accepted by uNEsco. Similarly, a draft 
revision was prepared of the Agreement 
between the Organization of American 
States and ungsco in the field of funda- 
mental education. Guidance in the working 
of the Bureau was provided for UNESCO 
fellows and other interested persons. 

Tests were made of basic primers with the 
aid of teachers and students in Puerto Rico. 
A “Gift Plan’ was developed to raise 
additional funds for fundamental-education 
campaigns. Exhibits of the Bureau’s pub- 
lications were prepared for the meeting of 
the American Library Association in Min- 
neapolis, and for the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference. 


Division oF PuHitosopHy, LETTERS 
AND SCIENCES 


The Division has continued its collabora- 
tion with uNEsco in the program of transla- 
tion and publication, in English and French, 
of classics of Latin American literature and 
thought. A list of representative works 
meriting translation was prepared and sub- 
mitted to uNEsco, which had a Com- 
mittee of Experts examine the various items 
and establish an order of priority among 
them. In addition, an agreement was reached 
with the Indiana University Press for the 
publication of the first three volumes of the 
English series: The Cross and the Sword 
(Manuel Jose Galvan’s Enriquillo, trans- 
lated by Robert Graves, with a prologue by 
Max Henriquez Urefia), Anthology of Mexi- 
can Poetry (selection and preliminary notes 
by Octavio Paz, translation by Samuel 
Beckett), and Selected Works of José Marti 
(translation by C. A. Rossner). In addition 
to these works, already in press, transla- 


tions of Gabriel René-Moreno’s Ultimos 
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dias coloniales en el Alto Per& and Juan 
Zorrilla de San Martin’s Tabaré are being 
reviewed, and work has been begun on a 
new translation of the Comentarios reales of 
the Inca Garcilaso de la Vega. The Division 
furnished the Spanish and Portuguese texts 
for UNESCO’s anthology of contemporary 
Ibero-American poetry, to be published in 
French, and obtained permission for the 
use of this material from the various authors. 

The Division is preparing for publication 
the proceedings of the José Toribio Medina 
centennial celebration. This work has been 
well advanced, but is not complete. The 
Division likewise has been charged with the 
negotiations for obtaining funds for the 
publication of Rufino J. Cuervo’s Dic- 
cionario de construccién y régimen de la 
lengua castellana. Thus far, the quotas of 
Colombia, Guatemala, and Venezueia have 
been received. 

Members of the Division lectured at a 
number of universities and other cultural 
institutions, and they represented the 
Organization at several professional gather- 
ings, notably the annual meeting of the 
South Atlantic Modern Language Associa- 
tion (Chattanooga), the First Canadian 
Round Table on Inter-American Affairs 
(Ottawa), the Round Table of the American 
Anthropological Association on Early Irriga- 
tion Civilizations (Tucson), and a Seminar 
on the Teaching of History (San Juan, 
Puerto Rico). 


PutLosopuy Section.—Coniemporary Lat- 
in American Philosophy (selection, prologue, 
and notes by Anibal Sanchez Reulet; Eng- 
lish translation by Willard R. Trask) was 
published during the course of the fiscal 
year by special agreement between the Pan 
American Union and the University of New 
Mexico Press. 

La filosofia en el Peri by Augusto Salazar 
Bondy has been sent to press, and will 
appear in Spanish, with an English transla- 
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tion by Professor Elizabeth Flower, as part 
of the collection ‘‘Pensamiento de América’”’. 

The Section continued to prepare the 
chapter devoted to philosophy in the Hand- 
book of Latin American Studies. 


Letrers Section.—A number of volumes 
of the former collection ‘“Escritores de 
América” which had gone out of print were 
republished during 1953-54. These included: 
Justo Sierra: Educacién e historia; Poelas 
precursores del modernismo; Enrique Gémez 
Carrillo: Whitman y otras crénicas; Abraham 
Lincoln: unién y libertad; and Machado de 
Assis, Romancista. All were carefully revised, 
and in the case of the last-mentioned, the 
prologue was substantially altered and the 
bibliography expanded. An agreement has 
been reached with the Government of 
Panama for a new edition of Justo Arose- 
mena: ensayos morales, to be published 
at that government’s expense. The manu- 
script of an Antologia de la poesta norte- 
americana contempordnea (selection, transla- 
tion, notes, and introduction by Eugenio 
Florit) has been sent to press. 

Work continued on the Diccionario de la 
literatura latinoamericana, though it has 
been increasingly difficult to obtain the 
necessary collaboration of university pro- 
fessors and other specialists, since no pro- 
vision has been made for their remuneration. 

A special project entrusted to the Letters 
Section was the preparation of a subject 
index to the Recopilacién de normas culturales 
interamericanas. The index, when completed, 
comprised over 4,500 entries, and was pub- 
lished in three volumes. 


Soctat ScreNcE Section.—The Section 
significantly advanced the establishment of 
cultural files in Mexico, in collaboration 
with six leading social-science institutions 
of that country and the Human Relations 
Area Files, Inc., of New Haven. Provision 
was made for the training of two Mexican 
specialists in the theory and methodology 
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of the files, for the financial basis of the 
undertaking in Mexico, and for the develop- 
ment of an accompanying publications 
program. Steps are being taken to extend 
this activity to other parts of Latin America. 

Publication was continued of the bi- 
monthly bulletin, Ciencias sociales: notas e 
informaciones. A new feature consists in a 
section of book reviews in which distin- 
guished specialists both of the Americas and 
of Europe are participating. A revised 
edition of the Guta de instituciones y socie- 
dades en el campo de las ciencias sociales was 
in press at the end of the fiscal year, and 
information is being gathered for a similar 
directory of social-science journals. 

Publication was initiated of a new series 
of technical manuals, with a view to filling 
the need in Latin America for scientific and 
technical tools and techniques. The first 
volume, Guta para la clasificacién de los 
datos culturales, appeared in June 1954. In 
the preparation thereof, the Section had the 
collaboration of the Guatemalan Instituto 
Indigenista Nacional and the Human Rela- 
tions Area Files. In the study series, work 
was initiated on a second, revised edition 
of the Materiales para el estudio de la clase 
media en América latina, and a new publica- 
tion, Civilizaciones de regadto, to be pub- 
lished in English and Spanish, is well ad- 
vanced. 

The Section continued its collaboration 
with UNESCO, preparing the Latin American 
section of the Register of Research in 
Progress in the Social Sciences, providing 
extensive information and other assistance 
for the social-science specialist, in Havana, 
and sharing largely in the preparations for a 
Round Table on the Teaching of the Social 
Sciences to be held in Costa Rica. 

As an advisory member of the Inter- 
national Committee on Documentation in 
the Social Sciences, the Chief of the Section 
provided the Latin American portion of the 
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bibliography published annually in Current 
Sociology. 

The Section continued to prepare the 
chapter on Middle-American ethnology for 
the Handbook of Latin American Studies. 

As a special project, the Section carried 
out a successful campaign in several Latin 
American countries to collect a fund 
which would permit Dr. Paul Rivet, of the 
Musée de l’Homme in Paris, to complete the 
publication of his highly important. bibli- 
ography of the Aymardé and Quechua 
languages. More than $2,000 was raised, 
thus ensuring the appearance of the final 
volumes. 


SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY SECTION.— 
The Section continued publication of its 
quarterly bulletin Ciencia y tecnologia. 
It also published Part IV of the Guia de 
instituciones y sociedades cientificas latinoa- 
mericanas, covering Colombia, Nicaragua, 
and Peru. A monograph is being prepared on 
the Aprovechamiento de la energia atémica. 

The Section continued its monthly science- 
news service for leading newspapers of 
Latin America. Use of this material has 
been extended to uNnEsco, which has had 
some of the articles translated and published 
in 100 languages, in more than 5,000 news- 
papers. 

The Section continues to furnish material 
to the Center for Scientific and Technical 
Documentation in Mexico. At the request 
of the National Science Foundation of the 
United States, an extensive report was pre- 
pared on the state of science in Latin 
America. Finally, the Chief of the Section 
served as a member of the international 
jury which awardea the Kalinga Prize for 
1953. 

OFFICE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN REVIEW 
oF BrpLtioGRAPHY.—The three numbers of 
Volume III of the Review were published in 
1953-54, as were the Indexes to Volumes 
II and IIT; and a double number correspond- 
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ing to the first half of 1954 was sent to press. 
The Review is now once more a quarterly, 
and its content has been considerably en- 
larged and improved. 

As an expansion of its activities, the Office 
prepared for publication the first of a series 
of bibliographical monographs, Las actas 
de la independencia de América. This gives 
the original texts and transcriptions of those 
fundamental declarations, and includes a 
study by Professor Charles C. Griffin and 
an introduction by Dr. Javier Malagén. 


CotumBus MeEmorRIAL LIBRARY 


AcquisiTions.—During the year, the 
Library added 7,777 books and pamphlets, 
119 new periodical titles, 116 rolls of 
microfilm, 24,390 international-agency docu- 
ments (UN, UNESCO, ILO, etc.), and 3,000 
publications of those agencies to the general 
collection. 


ProcressEs.—The Library processed a 

total of 15,145 items, as follows: 3,187 new 
titles of books and pamphlets, 2,702 added 
copies and serial publications, 1,583 con- 
ference documents, 5,928 periodical articles 
indexed, and 1,745 photographs. The Library 
bound 1,246 volumes; and additions to the 
authority file of authors totaled 4,207. 
Organization of conference documents 
was completed for all nine International 
Conferences of American States, the three 
special conferences on peace and security, 
and the four Meetings of Consultation. 
Work is proceeding on the documents of 
other meetings. 
Arrangements were made with the Library 
of Congress whereby the Columbus Me- 
morial Library will participate in a cooper- 
ative cataloging effort, supplying copy for 
the printing of cards corresponding to Pan 
American Union publications, and, upon 
request, copy for Latin American publica- 
tions. A trial run of 11 titles was made in 
June. 
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Pusuic Services.—The Loan and Refer- 
ence Section records the circulation . of 
60,225 pieces of material, an increase of 
15 per cent. Readers totaled 9,404, and the 
number of reference questions 11,356. 
Many of the requests for information were 
received from Latin America. A total of 
433 inter-library loans were made; 759 
were requested. 

The Library compiled 117 bibliographies, 
and those prepared during the calendar year 
1953 were listed in the January 1954 issue 
of the List of Books Accessioned. This 
greatly stimulated requests for the bibli- 
ographies. 

Loans of photographs totaled 1,739. 
Many of these were for the purpose of text- 
book illustration. 


PuBLICATIONS.—Twelve issues of the 
monthly List of Books Accessioned and 
Periodical Articles Indexed appeared. Many 
carried special features, such as a Spanish 
translation of the American Library Associ- 
ation’s pamphlet How to Start a Public 
Library (May 1954). Four additions were 
made to the Bibliographic Series: No. 39, 
Union List of Latin American Newspapers in 
Libraries in the United States; No. 40, 
Bibliografia selecta sobre inmigracién en la 
Republica Argentina; No. 41, Buibliografia 
de las Conferencias Interamericanas; and 
No. 42, Spanish index to the Revista [bero- 
americana. 

Ready for press are a Bibliography on 
Public Administration in Latin America 
and an index to Atenea. In preparation are 
an index to Sur, the Spanish translation of 
the Dewey Decimal Classification System, a 
guide to libraries in Latin America, and a 
directory of bookdealers and publishers in 
Latin America. 


ExcHANGES.—During the fiscal year, 137 
libraries and other institutions were added 
to the Library’s exchange list. 

In addition to sending Pan American 
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Union publications on exchange, the Library 
from time to time circulates lists of dupli- 
cates relating to Latin America. About 500 
items were so distributed during the year. 
Other material is forwarded to the United 
States Book Exchange and credited to the 
Library’s account. 


MicrRoFILM AND PHoTocopy SERVICE.— 
In addition to microfilming 2,200 feet of 
newspapers for its own collection, the 
Library microfilmed or obtained in photo- 
copy about 400 pages of material for such 
widely differing parties as the New York 
Public Library and a publisher in Japan. 


IN-SERVICE TRAINING.—Training, for 
varying periods, was provided for librarians 
from Haiti, Brazil, and Ecuador. Special 
visits were also arranged for library-science 
students from Atlanta University, the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, and the Catholic 
University of America. 


MEETINGS AND TrRAVEL.—The Technical 
Meeting of Agricultural Librarians of Latin 
America (Turrialba, Costa Rica) was at- 
tended by the Librarian, as Consultant, 
and the Associate Librarian, as Executive 
Secretary. Among the results of this meeting 
were the compilation of a basic list of 500 
titles on agriculture and related subjects, 
the establishment of a tentative list of 
subject headings in Spanish for the field of 
agriculture, and the adoption of provisional 
standards for bibliographical citation. More- 
over, the participants resolved to establish 
themselves as a permanent Inter-American 
Association of Agricultural Librarians. The 
Columbus Memorial Library staff prepared 
four working papers for this meeting, and 
translated two others into Spanish. 

Members of the Library staff attended 
the Conference on International Aspects of 
Librarianship (University of Chicago, 
August 1953), and the annual conferences of 
the Special Libraries Association (Cin- 


cinnati, May 1954) and the American 
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Library Association (Minneapolis, June 
1954). At the last-mentioned meeting, the 
Associate Librarian received the Associa- 
tion’s “Letter Librarian Award” for out- 
standing work with foreign librarians. The 
Library staff likewise participated in the 
Library Binding Institute (Washington, 
April 1954), and the conversations held at 
the United States Department of State on 
UNESCO’s proposals for the development of 
international standards for cataloging films 
and filmstrips (July 1953). In promotion of 
the Library’s program of interlibrary rela- 
tions, visits were made to libraries in E] 
Salvador, Mexico, Cuba, Guatemala, and 
Venezuela. 


OrHEeR <Activities.—The Library ar- 
ranged or participated in several special 
exhibits, among them one commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the independence of 
Panama. The Librarian continued his series 
of book talks on the Pan American Union 
broadcasts, and lectured in San Jose, Costa 
Rica. A working paper was prepared for the 
Meeting of International Exchange of 
Publications (Havana), and articles and 
reviews were prepared for a number of 
publications. Finally, a staff member was 
detached to teach a course on children’s 
libraries at the library school of the Sociedad 
Econémica de Amigos del Pais (Havana). 


Department of Administrative Services 


During the course of the year, the De- 
partment of Administrative Services, has 
provided, in conformity with the duties 
assigned to it within the Secretariat, serv- 
ices of a general, fiscal, and administrative 
nature. The Director of the Department is 
also the Treasurer of the Pan American 
Union. Activities of the Department are 
summarized below. 


GENERAL SERVICES PROVIDED 


PROCUREMENT.—Procurement orders 
processed for the Pan American Union 
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aggregated 909, covering purchases of 
equipment, materials, and services amount- 
ing to, approximately, one half million 
dollars. Processing includes investigation of 
availability and the placing of the order, 
and the maintenance of appropriate facilities 
and records to handle the receiving, re- 
cording, storage, and issuance of the goods 
purchased. In addition to fulfilling the re- 
quirements of the Pan American Union, 
similar services, involving 871 procurement 
orders, were furnished to various Inter- 
American Specialized Organizations, to 
technical-assistance projects, and to mem- 
ber governments. Such services are more 
complicated than those for the Pan American 
Union because of the packing, crating, port 
clearances, and compliances with regula- 
tions of other governments, necessary to the 
export of equipment and materials. During 
the year, 563 orders for books, periodicals, 
binding, and microfilming were routed to 
the Columbus Memorial Library for direct 
handling. 


Mai, MESSENGER, AND DELIVERY SERV- 
1cE.—Incoming mail consisted of 274,365 
individual pieces of ordinary and 7,913 of 
registered mail. Of the ordinary mail, 
118,269 pieces were opened, sorted, and 
distributed by content. All of the registered 
mail, after being recorded, was delivered 
personally on the receipt of the addressee. 
Incoming cabled and telegraphic messages 
handled amounted to 1,129 and outgoing to 
1,140. These types of messages are received 
and sent over direct lines from and to the 
various communication systems handling 
their dispatch. The two delivery and trans- 
portation vehicles traveled 19,230 miles in 
the Washington area to make 8,351 de- 
liveries, exclusive of intermittent trans- 
portation of staff members on official busi- 
ness and two trips daily to the Post Office. 





CENTRAL Fitres—This year, the project 
for the survey of the central files and the 
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establishment of a more modern and ef- 
ficient system of records administration 
was begun in earnest. The matter has been 
under consideration for several years. A 
contract was made with a specialist in this 
type of work who submitted a preliminary 
report on conditions in May of this year. 

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES.—Many serv- 
ices of a miscellaneous nature were also 
furnished during the year. They covered 
arrangements for travel, passports and 
visas, facilities and services for conferences 
here and abroad, insurance matters, allo- 
cation of office space and telephones, super- 
vision of penalty mail, and the obtaining of 
tax-exemption certificates and automobile 
license plates for delegates. 

The number of completed travel trips 
arranged for during the year was 407, in- 
volving an expenditure of $136,238. Of this 
amount, approximately 73 per cent was 
paid for out of technical-assistance funds. 

Close working relations are maintained 
with airline and other transportation com- 
panies as well as with travel and transporta- 
tion agencies. 


DUPLICATING 


The volume of mimeograph work is de- 
creasing each year while that of offsetting 
has increased more than fourfold during the 
last five years. Compared with the fiscal 
year 1949-50, the totals for the different. 
types of impressions this year were: 





1949-50 1958-54 
Mimeograph 11,746,770 4,573,790 
Multigraph 1,558, 701 957 , 467 
Offset 4,827,860 21,721,476 
Totals 18,133,331 27,252,733 





There has been a steady increase in pro- 
duction during the past five years due, prin- 
cipally, to normal expansion of activities and 
the substantial increase in the sales of 
publications. The documents required for 
the Tenth Inter-American Conference, held 
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this year, imposed a very heavy burden on 
the Duplicating Division. As a small measure 
of relief, a spirit duplicator was installed 
in the Message Center to handle minor jobs 
of duplicating for inter-office use and 240 
jobs were handled, resulting in 7,000 im- 
pressions. Use has also been made of a 
photographic machine, placed in the Stock 
Room, for reproducing correspondence, 
small documents and statements, and can- 
celled checks. 


PRINTING 


The number of orders for printing placed 
by the various departments during the year 
and processed through the facilities of the 
Printing Division or by contracts with com- 
mercial printing houses were as follows: 


Office of the Assistant Secretary General 110 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs 150 
Department of International Law 143 
Department of Cultural Affairs 231 
Department of Administrative Services 61 

Total 695 


The above number of orders represents 
an approximate increase of 25 per cent over 
that of last year. Orders processed included 
the preparation of copy and layouts for the 
magazine Américas issued in Spanish, 
English, and Portuguese, and the Annals 
of the Organization of American States, issued 
in all four official languages and printed in 
part in the United States and in part outside. 
This work embraced copy editing and 
verification of printing costs. For all jobs 
not contracted for outside, copy was vari- 
typed and paste-ups made for text and 
photographs. Orders processed also in- 


cluded the printing of catalogs, promotion 
items, advertising, music programs, and 
material 
series. 
Other work performed covered the prep- 
aration by the Art Section of maps and 
charts for publications and of exhibits of 


for the fundamental-education 
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publications for use at national and inter- 
national conferences. 

Further information as to the kinds of 
publications will be found herein under the 
section entitled “Promotion, Distribution, 
and Sales of Publications”’. 


MAINTENANCE OF BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 


Improvements and repairs accomplished 
during the year included the enlargement 
and repairing of the parking lots at the 
Main and Administration building sites, 
and the complete refinishing of the exterior 
of the building used by the magazine 
Américas and the exterior of the Secretary 
General’s residence. Repainting of the 
offices and hallways of the Administration 
Building and of certain areas in the Main 
Building was also commenced as well as the 
project for refinishing the Secretariat’s 
furniture. 

Three hundred and sixty-seven boxes 
and crates were constructed for outgoing 
shipments of material and 50 frames made 
for maps and pictures. The Division of 
Buildings and Grounds handled all of the 
physical arrangements for the 80 special 
events and exhibits held at the Pan Ameri- 
can Union during the year. 

The cleaning of the Administration and 
Ameri¢as Buildings was handled by outside 
contract, as in the previous year, while that 
of the Main Building continued to be done 
within the administration. The Main 
Building contains 80,550 square feet of 
floor space with 16 flights of stairs and six 
washrooms. In addition, there are seven 
floors of library stacks with a floor area of 
21,000 square feet. Indoor masonry corridors 
measure 11,977 square feet, and there are 
9,700 square feet of glass windows and doors 
to be cleaned. 

The gardening staff attended to the 
maintenance of approximately five acres of 
grounds, shrubbery, and flower beds, and of 
two patios containing 6,857 square feet. 
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Hearty UNIT 


This year, 2,031 persons made use of the 
facilities of the Health Unit at one or more 
times. These visits involved 7,865 separate 
services as compared with 6,921 for the 
previous year. The number of visits was, 
approximately, the same. Separate services 
rendered to individuals other than those for 
minor ailments and injuries and _ health 
guidance consisted of : 
Examination by staff physician 777 
Pre-induction health examinations by staff 

physician 52 
Referrals to: 


Private physicians and dentists 126 
Clinics 60 
Hospitals 13 
Social Agencies 30 


The services and facilities of the Health 
Unit under the direction of the Staff Nurse 
were extended to employees of the Pan 
American Union and their families, Cafe- 
teria employees, employees of the Pan 
American Sanitary Bureau and other inter- 
American agencies. Services included treat- 
ment for medical and surgical disorders, 
health guidance for emotional and _ social 
problems, and immunizations to travelers 
on official business for health-certificate 
purposes. Types of treatments prescribed 
by the staff physician, who was available 
for consultation for one hour twice weekly, 
covered administration of drugs by injection, 
blood pressure checks, temperature checks, 
diathermy, surgical dressings, and labora- 
tory examinations. 


PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION 


PLACEMENT AND RECRUITMENT.—The re- 
quirements with respect to recruitment have 
decreased and reassignments or promotions 
have, to a great extent, taken care of va- 
cancies. Twenty-three of 40 vacancies 
announced were filled in this manner. Turn- 
over in personnel was reduced from last 
year’s figure of 11 to 8.6 per cent. There were 
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27 resignations, three retirements, and 34 
new appointments. Of the new appoint- 
ments, 28 were Latin American nationals 
and six of the United States. Only four em- 
ployees, as compared with nine for the prior 
year, were reassigned for administrative or 
personal reasons. 


EMPLOYEE ReEwations.—The Personnel 
Division handled, approximately, 9,000 
visits and requests for counsel from staff 
members, dealing with personal problems 
such as housing, finance, community facili- 
ties, health and welfare, job classifications, 
problems, and assignments, working con- 
ditions, conflicts with supervisors, oppor- 
tunities for improvement, and grievances. 
It also reviewed and investigated 27 ap- 
plications for financial assistance from the 
Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund, of which 
19 were approved, five disapproved, and 
three withdrawn. 


PERSONNEL ReEcorpvs.—Further studies 
are being conducted for the improvement of 
the system of files. The confidential records 
relating to loyalty clearances of staff mem- 
bers are in the personal custody of the 
Personnel Chief, in secured files. 


TRAINING.—Language classes, basic and 
advanced, in English, French, and Spanish 
were arranged, with 45 employees and four 
outsiders participating. Stenographic classes 
in English and Spanish were held for 13 
employees, and the supervisory training 
course in Human Relations in Management. 
was attended by 28 staff members. ; 


RELATIONS WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
AGENCIEs.—Cooperation and assistance in 
the recruitment of personnel has been 
continuously given to such organizations as 
the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, International Monetary 
Fund, Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations, and the Pan Ameri- 
can Sanitary Bureau. Assistance was also 
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given to the Federal Reserve Bank in ob- 
taining translation and secretarial services 
for its inter-American conference held last 
May. Private and governmental agencies 
have, from time to time, requested and re- 
ceived assistance in securing special types 
of personnel. 


MiscELLANEOUS ActTiviT1Es.—The Per- 
sonnel Division continues to assist in the 
assignment of parking facilities for staff 
members, handles organizational studies 
assigned to it, and takes care of group hos- 
pitalization and surgical plans. 


Fiscat ADMINISTRATION 


FINANCE AND BupGeEt.—Assessed quotas 
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1954, 
amounted to $3,159,941. Of this amount, 
$2,854,895 has been collected to-date leaving 
an unpaid balance of $305,046. Unpaid 
quota assessments for prior years have been 
reduced from $719,651 to $165,867 com- 
posed of the following: 





Year 1952-53 $120,959 
Year 1951-52 32,241 
Year 1950-51 12,667 

Total $165,867 


Stated in terms of percentages, current 
quota assessments collected were 90.35 per 
cent and collections of past due quotas were 
76.95 per cent. 

By resolution of the Council, the budget 
for the fiscal year 1953-54 was approved in 
the amount of $3,159,941 of which $219,534 
was to meet expenditures of the Inter- 
American Defense Board and $1,377 to 
reimburse the Working Capital Fund, 
leaving $2,939,030 for the Pan American 
Union. Of the total amount appropriated, 
$3,023,519 was expended and the unused 
balance of $136,422 was placed in the Work- 
ing Capital Fund. This amount together 
with sales of publications of $98,288, in- 
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terest and profit of sales of investments of 
$19,541, and other miscellaneous income, 
increased the Working Capital Fund from 
$208,959, as of the beginning of the year, to 
$474,953 as of June 30, 1954. 

The Director of the Department of Ad- 
ministrative Services devoted a great deal of 
time to coordinating the work of all of the 
departments in presenting the various pro- 
grams and in the justification of the budget 
estimates for the year 1954-55. The Depart- 
ment was also responsible for the prepara- 
tion of all budget estimates and the format 
of the budget. 

The original budget estimate as sub- 
mitted by the Secretary General amounted 
to $3,459,796. This was reduced to 
$3,159,941 by the Finance Committee of 
the Council of the Organization. 

As stipulated in the corresponding agree- 
ments, budgets were submitted to the 
Finance Committee, for examination, by 
the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural 
Sciences, Pan American Sanitary Bureau, 
Pan American Institute of Geography and 
History, and the American International 
Institute for the Protection of Childhood. 
The Pan American Union also assisted in 
the collection of quotas assessed for the 
maintenance of these organizations by 
rendering quarterly reports of unpaid 
quotas to the Council through its Finance 
Committee for transmittal to the member 
governments. 

Pursuant to authorization of the Director 
of the Inter-American Institute of Agri- 
cultural Sciences, all dollar accounts of this 
organization were handled in the Office of 
the Treasurer of the Pan American Union. 
Full responsibility, however, rests with the 
Director’s Office in Turrialba, Costa Rica, 
for fiscal administration and control, the 
preparation of the budget, and of financial 
statements. 

Other duties performed by the Director of 
the Department of Administrative Services, 
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in his capacity as Treasurer of the Pan 
American Union, are related in subsequent 
paragraphs. They include the administration 
of the Retirement and Pension Fund and of 
the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund. The 
Treasurer, who is the Custodian of the 
Special Account for the Program of Tech- 
nical Cooperation of the Organization of 
American States, also handles the adminis- 
tration of technical-assistance projects of 
the Pan American Union. The activities of 
this Program, as a whole, and participation 
of the Pan American Union therein are de- 
scribed in other sections of this report. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENTS.—After the close 
of the fiscal year, the Pan American Union 
prepared the customary financial statements 
to show its various activities for 1953-54. 
These statements were examined by the 
independent auditors, Price, Waterhouse 
and Co., and a certificate issued stating that 
they present fairly the receipts and dis- 
bursements of the Pan American Union for 
the year as well as the composition of the 
funds in its custody at the end of the year. 


INTERNAL Controu.—All vouchers cover- 
ing disbursements out of the General Fund 
of the Pan American Union are examined 
by the internal audit staff prior to payment, 
and periodic test checks are made of the 
accounts and records administered by the 
Treasurer. This work increases in volume as 
the activities of the Secretariat continue to 
expand. The accounts and records, as well 
as business procedures, are also under con- 
tinuous examination by the independent 
auditors. 


RETIREMENT AND Pension Funp.—The 
Director of the Department, as Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Pan American Union 
Retirement and Pension Fund is responsible 
for all fiscal matters, secretarial work, and 
technical services in the handling of in- 
vestments for the Fund. A separate report 
of the Committee, on a calendar year basis, 


is available as of December 31, 1953, to- 
gether with supporting financial statements. 
Participants in the Retirement and Pension 
Plan, besides staff members of the Union, 
include those of the Inter-American In- 
stitute of Agricultura] Sciences, certain 
employees of the Pan-American Institute 
of Geography and History, civilian em- 
ployees of the Inter-American Defense 
Board, and some employees of the Pan 
American Sanitary Bureau. 


Leo S. Rowe Pan American Funp.— 
All accounts pertaining to loans to students 
and employees are handled by the Fiscal 
Division of the Department, in close co- 
operation with the Committee administering 
the policies for this Fund. As in the case of 
the Retirement and Pension Fund, the in- 
vestments of this Fund, presently amounting 
to, approximately, $639,000, are managed 
by the Treasurer of the Pan American 
Union. 


PROGRAM OF TECHNICAL COOPERATION.— 
Work performed by the Administrative 
Office in connection with the administration 
of technical-assistance projects of the Pan 
American Union was as follows: 

1. Assistance was given to project 
directors in the preparation of the 
calendar year budgets for the proj- 
ects under their direction, and the 
results presented, through the head 
of the agency responsible for each 
project, to the Executive Secretary 
of the Coordinating Committee on 
Technical Assistance. A represent- 
ative of the Administrative Office 
attended the meetings of the Co- 
ordinating Committee at which the 
budgets were reviewed for sub- 
mission, with recommendations, to 
the Committee on Technical Co- 
operation of the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council for 
final action. 





54 ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


2. Monthly and other periodic fi- 
nancial and statistical statements, 
as well as reports of the activities of 
the projects, other than those of a 
technical nature, were currently 
prepared and distributed to man- 
agement. Such statements covered 
the financial transactions of the 
various project centers and of those 
of the Washington office related to 
them. 

3. Reports were presented in separate 
statements covering (1)  project- 
center transactions in Latin Ameri- 
can currencies, (2) project-center 
transactions translated into dol- 
lars, and (3) Washington-Office 
transactions in dollars. Combined 
statements were then prepared to 
show all transactions of the projects 
in US Dollars, or their equivalent 
at current free rates of exchange. 

4, Project-center transactions are sub- 
jected to audit by the Adminis- 
trative Office and reports are not 
released until the supporting docu- 
mentation has been reviewed. 

. During the year, a_ considerable 
amount of correspondence with the 
Project and Field Directors was 
handled, covering financial trans- 
actions and in interpreting rules and 
regulations for them. Other matters 
dealt with included travel, trans- 
portation of effects, group life in- 
surance, time and attendance rec- 
ords, and contracts, ete. 

Work performed during the year in con- 
nection with the Special Account of the 
Program of Technical Cooperation, of which 
the Treasurer of the Pan American Union is 
Custodian, consisted, principally, in (1) the 
maintenance of the control and subsidiary 
records covering receipts and disbursements, 
and the preparation of documents in support 


i 


thereof, and (2) the compilation of monthly 
and other periodic financial reports reflect- 
ing the financial transactions. 

Further duties of the Treasurer’s Office 
were (1) the review and consolidation of the 
quarterly and annual reports submitted to 
the Executive Secretary of the Coordinating 
Committee on Technical Assistance by the 
various Cooperating Agencies, (2) the 
furnishing of additional data and informa- 
tion as requested by the Secretary, and (3) 
the rendering of assistance in the review of 
the budget estimates for all Cooperating 
Agencies. 

Details as to the receipt and disposal of 
Program funds will be found in Exhibits 
V, VIII, and IX of the 1953-54 financial 
statements of the Pan American Union. 
Uncollected pledges amount to $956,719, of 
which $24,531 is for the Program Year 1952, 
$63,285 for 1953, and $868,903 for 1954. 
Technical-assistance operations are on a 
calendar year basis. 


PHILATELIC OPERATIONS.—Prior to June 
30, 1954, philatelic operations were con- 
ducted through a separate division of the 
Department of Administrative Services, 
but effective at the close of the year, the 
division as such was abolished. Its activities, 
now somewhat decreased, have been ab- 
sorbed by the Fiscal Division. Funds for 
operating during the year were furnished 
out of revenues accumulated from the sale 
of postage stamps to philatelists. The extent 
of its future operations will depend largely 


upon the use which the participating govern- 
ments request. 
Promotion, DiIstrRIBUTION, AND SALES 


OF PUBLICATIONS 


Efforts directed to the expansion of sales 
of publications during this year, and for the 
previous two, are now producing concrete 
results as will be seen from the comparative 
figures for cash sales presented below. 
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Publications 1953-54 1951-52 1948-49 
Américas $67,241.05 $31,252.28 $ 6,869.12 
“Nation’’ 
Series 5,544.68 4,784.50 2,949.71 
Children’s 
Series 2,443.98 2,449.24 1,386.06 
All others 23,058.79 25,223.42 14,772.06 
Total sales $98,288.50 $63,709.44 $25,976.95 





Sales of Américas, which have more than 
doubled since 1951-52, constituted 68.41 
per cent of publication sales for the fiscal 
year 1953-54, distributed by languages and 
volume as follows: 


Spanish (207,000) $13, 792.20 


Portuguese (28,000) 663.66 
English (234,000) 52,785.19 
Total $67,241.05 


Receipts from sales of the fundamental- 
education publications, amounting to 
$4,600.82 for the year, are not included in 
the total of $98,288.50 above, as the re- 
ceipts are applied directly against the costs 
of publications. 

During the year, a representative of the 
Publications and Distribution Division 
visited Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, El 
Salvador, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Panama, and Venezuela, for the purpose of 
promoting sales. Other countries had been 
visited in the previous year. Discussions 
were held in each country with sales agents, 
government officials, cultural organizations, 
universities, libraries, civic groups, and 
newspapers. Much favorable publicity re- 
sulted and increased orders have been re- 
ceived for the display and sale of publica- 
tions. Confirmed orders were also obtained 
for 150,000 booklets of the fundamental- 
education series, and additional orders in 
excess of three million copies are pending. 

Special exhibits were displayed at meet- 
ings of the National Education Associ- 
ation in New York City and the American 
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Library Association in Minneapolis, at the 
Seventh International Conference of Social 
Work, in Toronto, Canada, and at the 
meeting of the National Association of 
School Administrators in Atlantic City, 
New Jersey. Further publicity, at no cost, 
was obtained through press releases which 
were favorably received. 

Approximately 9,000 kits containing 
sample copies of Américas and the Cata- 
logue were given to teachers, librarians, 
school administrators, and educators. Special 
releases and mailings of unsold copies of 
publications covering travel, publications, 
and culture went to travel editors and 
agencies, transportation officials, colleges 
and universities, chambers of commerce, and 
other interested persons and _ institutions. 
Free advertising furnished by commercial, 
public, and private organizations was used 
whenever available to increase promotional 
activities. Direct-mail subscription cam- 
paigns have also produced gratifying results. 

In accordance with the recommendations 
of the Finance Committee of the oas 
Council, the number of copies of the Annals 
distributed during the year were: 


Spanish 2,500 
Portuguese 500 
English 3,000 
French 400 


Sample copies of Annals were also distrib- 
uted to interested institutions and in- 
dividuals. Thus, a liberal policy for distri- 
bution of this publication has been followed 
and after Volume IV (1952) was completed, 
1,200 sets of the English edition and 700 of 
the Spanish were sent to law schools, in- 
ternational organizations, juridical bodies, 
and libraries, in the United States, Canada, 
and Latin America. 

Several lists of names have been compiled, 
running into the thousands, for the purpose 
of testing and increasing circulation of the 
principal publications. Comparison of the 
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results as compared with those of commercial 
organizations has fully justified efforts in 
this direction. 

A quick picture of the workload of the 
Publications and Distribution Division, 
other than its promotional activities, may 
be obtained from the following figures: 


Promotion pieces mailed 451 , 254 

Packages wrapped and mailed: 
In the United States 89,450 
Outside the United States 42,519 

Addressograph services: 
Pieces assembled 1,222,787 
Pieces inserted for mailing 1,349,865 
Pieces addressed 979,014 
Plates processed 33, 703 
Plates serviced monthly 10,647 
Plates cut 25,000 
Plates filed 45,893 
Plates in the active files 73,234 
Plates in the inactive files 36, 167 


Plates in the inactive list are retained for 
promotional purposes. Those in the active 
files compose 164 lists, and include those for 
delegations to the Council of the Organiza- 
tion of American States, ministers of foreign 
affairs of the American republics, and dele- 
gations to the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council. The Addressograph 
Section also handled 99,216 imprints for 
payroll purposes during the year as well as 
imprints for bulletins and announcements as 
issued. 

Twice a month imprints from, approxi- 
mately, 4,200 plates are used to send out 
invitations for concerts, lectures, and art 
exhibits. 

At the close of the year there were 
1,233,637 publications on hand. During the 
year, 1,396,181 publications were acquired 
and 916,868 distributed from stock. 

Sales of 47 films amounted to $1,499.73, as 
compared with 100 for the previous year. 
The decline in sales is attributable to the 
fact that the films on hand are outdated, 
having been made during 1946-47. Nego- 
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tiations are presently under way to close out 
this phase of activities. 

As at the close of the year national cur- 
rencies in Latin American banks, covering 
sales of publications, amounted to $2,929.30, 
and accounts receivable due from sales 
agents were $10,997.65. 


EXECUTIVE ORDERS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 


No executive orders were issued by the 
Secretary General during the fiscal year 
1953-54. 

Four Administrative Announcements were 
released during the year dealing with the 
following matters: 

1. Administrative Arrangements with 
the Inter American Statistical In- 
stitute; 

2. Functions, Organization, and Per- 
sonnel of the General Information 
Offices; 

3. Pan American Union Staff Rule No. 
1, tentatively issued pending adop- 
tion by the Council of the revised 
Regulations of the Pan American 
Union; and 

4. Amendment to the rules governing 
the composition, responsibilities, and 
functions of the Parking Committee. 

The Office of the Director of the Depart- 
ment of Administrative Services also com- 
menced the revision of the Pan American 
Union Manual as a part of its continuing 
organizations and methods program. 

The goal sought is a complete revision of 
the “Organization” section of this Manual 
and the establishment of a new section 
comprising a set of Staff Rules. Eleven of 
the most important Staff Rules have been 
provisionally released, pending adoption 





also b 
stenog 


The 
the St 
Union, 

Mar 
year b 
Secrete 
the Ad 
was cul 
interest 


Inform 
The 
services 
fiscal y 
Americ: 
Organiz 
can Ste 
service, 
ized fiel 
informa 
sion of 
report. 
informa 
ganizati 
Union. 


In M 
fifth yee 
illustrate 
Union, « 
continue 
and Port 
to-date i 
America 
Hemisph 





of the revised Regulations by the Council of 
the Organization of American States. It has 
not been possible to complete the revision 
of the “Organization” section as the reor- 
ganization of the Executive Offices was still 
pending at the close of the year. Work has 
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also been commenced on the revision of the 
stenographic manual. 


Starr CoMMITTEE 


The Staff Committee, executive organ of 
the Staff Association of the Pan American 
Union, is designated by annual selection. 

Many consultations were held during the 
year between the Staff Committee and the 
Secretary General and with other officers of 
the Administration so that the Committee 
was currently informed of matters of general 
interest. 


Information Services and Activities 


The following statement of information 
services and activities performed during the 
fiscal year refers only to those of the Pan 
American Union. Each of the Specialized 
Organizations of the Organization of Ameri- 
can States maintains its own information 
service, functioning in the respective special- 
ied field of activity, and the work of these 
information services is reflected in the discus- 
son of Specialized Organizations in this 
report. Close cooperation exists between the 
information services of the Specialized Or- 
ganizations and those of the Pan American 
Union. 

AMERICAS 

In March 1954 Américas completed its 

fifth year of publication. As the monthly 


illustrated magazine of the Pan American 
Union, designed for the general public, it 








continued to present, in its English, Spanish, 
and Portuguese editions, objective and up- 
to-date information on the Organization of 
American States, its member countries, and 
Hemisphere affairs. This year’s articles 
covered such widely ranging topics as young 
farmers’ training at the Pan American 
Agricultural School in Honduras, a U. S. 
titizens’ committee to block high tariffs, 
the story of the Salvadorean Government’s 
rebuilding of earthquake-battered areas, a 
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profile of Mexican painter Tamayo, and the 
birth of the Colombian steel industry. 

Américas published a number of special 
issues during the year. A special number de- 
voted to Haiti on the 150th anniversary 
of its independence gave thorough coverage 
to many aspects of Haitian national life, 
and was widely circulated both in that 
country and abroad. The January 1954 
English issue (corresponding to the February 
Spanish and Portuguese issues), was Améri- 
cas’ first annual travel issue containing much 
information for the tourist. Another special 
issue portrayed the Indian in the Americas, 
and the series of articles that examined the 
varied facets of the Indian problem pointed 
up not only the similarities but the differ- 
ences from country to country. This issue 
provoked widespread comment among edu- 
cators and sociologists. 

Américas devoted considerable space in 
several issues to the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference, in Caracas, setting the stage for 
the reader prior to the meeting, and re- 
porting extensively on its results. 

In February 1954, one of Américas’ 
staff members was invited by the Brazilian 
Coffee Institute to go to Brazil with a group 
of United States journalists to examine first- 
hand the causes of increases in coffee prices. 

The result of this two-week trip was a 
lead article reporting on the reasons for 
coffee-price rises, and a subsidiary piece in 
a later number on the 400th anniversary 
celebration in S4o Paulo. During his stay, 
this staff member also established valuable 
contacts in Brazil for the magazine. 

To promote Américas throughout the 
Hemisphere and to discover untapped re- 
sources for illustrative material, the mag- 
azine put on a Continent-wide amateur 
photographic contest during the year. Sub- 
sequent queries about it were received from 
as far afield as Hong Kong and India. The 
prizes were modest—$25 for each country 
plus a $75 grand-prize—but hundreds of 
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entries came in from every country except 
two. 

This year marked the launching of fiction 
in Américas. The idea was to help give 
recognition to budding writers and artists 
in all the countries by publishing only 
original stories by living authors; each 
story in turn was to be illustrated by an 
outstanding artist from another country. 
In this way the creative expression of one 
country was made available to people in 
other countries in their own language, a 
unique contribution to arts and letters in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

Starting with a short story by Erico 
Verissimo of the Pan American Union staff, 
one of the Hemisphere’s leading contem- 
porary novelists, stories from Brazilian, 
Chilean, and Haitian authors, illustrated 
with original drawings by Cuban, Uru- 
guayan, and Mexican artists were published. 
It is hoped that these original stories and 
illustrations can later be reprinted in an an- 
thology to be issued by the Pan American 
Union in a more permanent format. 


PRESS 


Publication of the fortnightly Carta Aérea 
news release in Spanish and Portuguese was 
continued, and distribution was increased to 
more than 1,200 newspapers and approxi- 
mately 175 news services in Latin America 
and the United States. This publication, 
with few exceptions, dealt exclusively with 
news of activities of the Organization and 
events at the Pan American Union. 

Regular publication continued of the 
fortnightly Know the Americas release in 
English, and distribution was made to about 
1,400 newspapers and news services in the 
United States. This release carried articles 
on the history, economy, culture and life of 
the Latin American countries and was 
favorably received by editors. 

Publication also continued of the periodic 
Chiefs of State and Cabinet Ministers of the 
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American Republics. Requests for _ this 
publication increased to such an extent 
during the year that it was decided to con- 
tinue to limit free distribution to the press 
and official agencies, and make a nominal 
charge of one dollar per year in all other 
cases. 

Efforts were continued to maintain and 
broaden good working relationships with 
representatives of the press and give the 
latter all possible cooperation in assembling 
and preparing material for publication. Staff 
of the Press Section regularly covered meet- 
ings of the Council of the Organization and 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council throughout the year, and gave 
special coverage to other meetings and 
events as required. Arrangements with 
honorary correspondents in the Latin 
American countries were terminated, ex- 
cept in one case, because of the unwilling- 
ness of honorary correspondents to continue 
to work without compensation. 

The Press Section also rendered consider- 
able photographic service to the press and 
General Secretariat. All events at the Pa 
American Union were given extensive photo 
graphic coverage, and this coverage was ex 
tended on request to events outside the Pai 
American Union. Prints were sent as ; 
matter of routine to leading newspapers i! 
Latin America, and special cooperation wa: 
extended to press photo and commercia 
services. 

As in past years, about three quarters 0 
the photographic work performed was 0! 
behalf of other offices of the Pan America 
Union, at a substantial saving in the cost 0 
commercial services which otherwise woul 
have been required. These services rang 
from black-and-white and color photog 
raphy, printing, developing, enlarging 
slides, filmstrips, copy work, and_ othe 
specialized services to passport and identi 
fication photographs for official use. 

During the year the Press Section mad 
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available its film loan library to govern- 
ment agencies, institutions, and organizations 
representing an audience of more than 
27,000 persons. 
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During the fiscal year 1953-54, the Radio 
Section broadcast 403 programs, of which 
310 were local, 80 were coast-to-coast, and 
13 were concerts given at the Hall of the 
Americas and the Aztec Gardens of the Pan 
American Union. The radio time for these 
broadcasts was donated, as a public service 
feature and in accordance with the broad- 
casting laws, by WASH, WDON, WMAL and 
approximately 250 stations of the American 
Broadcasting Company network. 

During this same period the Radio Section 
received free from 19 labels which specialize 
in Latin American music a total of 982 
recordings, which were used in our broad- 
casts. 

In addition, a series of programs, recorded 


in and 
s with 
ve the 
mbling 
n. Staff 
1 meet- 
on and 
Social 
l gave 
rs and 
3 with 
Latin 
od, ex- 
willing- 
mtinue 








nsider-§ 02 tape, was prepared for broadcast on 
ss andj short-wave by the World Broadcasting 
ne Pang Company of Boston. 





A total of 8,439 letters and general mail 
were received and answered. This mail 
came from 45 states of the Union. 







GENERAL INFORMATION 





The inquiry service responded to 32,664 
requests for information from schools, 
universities, libraries, women’s clubs, youth, 
community and church groups, business 
frms and individuals. Libraries for firms 
and banks doing business with Latin 
America proved a new outlet for our pub- 
lications. To answer inquiries, six special 
memoranda, 20 data sheets, and 17 reading 
lists were prepared or revised. 

Acting as an interim exhibit loan service, 
the section circulated 228 loans of art 
ia collections and visual aids. Major emphasis 
was given to distributing material for Pan 
American Day committees and for private 
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organizations interested in inter-American 
affairs. 

Liaison with organized groups and Pan 
American societies was achieved through 
circulation of a newsletter, Pan American 
Union Briefs, consultation with officers, of 
organizations, attendance at their con- 
ventions and meetings, correspondence, 
supplying speakers for meetings, and by 
arranging special programs for membership 
groups at the Pan American Union. 

Important emphasis was given to the 
promotion of the Pan American Union’s 
Fundamental Education Gift Plan, the 
General Federation of Women’s Clubs’ 
Leaders Conference on Inter-American Af- 
fairs (in cooperation with the Inter-Ameri- 
can Commission of Women and the U. 8. 
Department of State), the post-convention 
Washington visit of the Pan American 
Medical Women’s Alliance, and_ the 
American Legion Auxiliary’s national an- 
nual study project. 

Continuous revision of a roster of or- 
ganizations brought a total of 347 Pan 
American groups (106 in Latin America; 
241 in the United States and Canada); and 
529 general organizations (237 in Latin 
America; 292 in the United States). 

Contacts for continuing cooperative liai- 
son were established with coordinating 
bodies; namely, Council of National Or- 
ganizations, Conference Group of Organi- 
zations, and Pan American Liaison Com- 
mittee of Women’s Organizations. 


SPECIAL SERVICES 


During the fiscal year the Special Services 
Section organized or assisted in arranging 
nine protocolary luncheons, 23 receptions, 
eight inaugurations of art exhibits, 14 con- 
certs, and 67 other events. These arrange- 
ments involved the distribution by mail and 
messenger of approximately 70,000 invita- 
tions and seating arrangements for a total 
of 41,000 persons. 
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Assistance was also rendered to other 
offices of the Pan American Union in 
arranging physical facilities for concerts, 
lectures and a variety of other special events. 

Guide and lecture services were also 
provided for visitors to the Pan American 
Union. Almost 400 groups, or some 40,000 
persons, were given lectures on the buildings 
and the Organization by means of these 
facilities. 

Three issues of the Directory of the OAs 
were published and distributed in the course 
of the year, each consisting of 6,000 copies. 
Each issue contained approximately 1,400 
items including the names, addresses, tele- 
phone numbers and office hours of oas 
delegations and other inter-American or- 
ganizations. 


GENERAL PUBLICATIONS 


New texts were prepared for four “‘Ameri- 
can Nations” series booklets, two ‘Com- 
modity” series and four “Young Readers” 
series booklets, together with the necessary 
revision of all maps and the selection and 
captioning of illustrations. In response to 
increasing popular demand, a booklet on 
Latin American cookery was prepared. 

In addition to the foregoing booklets, all 
of which are sold to the public, this Section 
also prepared several publications of a 
public-information nature designed for mass 


distribution, gratis. Two of these were pre- 
pared at the request of the oas Council for 
the purpose of supplying the general public 
with pertinent information about the Tenth 
Inter-American Conference in non-technical 
terms. One, entitled The Tenih Inter- 
American Conference, was a four-page 
synthesis of the origin, work and significance 
of Inter-American Conferences from 1890 
to 1954. The second was a summary state- 
ment and interpretation of the Agenda of 
the Tenth Inter-American Conference. In 
addition to the English, there were editions 
of 50,000 each in Spanish and Portuguese. 
Both were included in the 1954 Pan Ameri- 
can Day packet. For inclusion in this packet, 
Pan American Day Program Suggestions 
was revised and reissued, and also The 
Inter-American System. 

Also prepared for mass distribution to the 
general public as part of the 50th anni- 
versary of powered flight was a four-page 
leaflet entitled Azr Transport in Latin 
America. High-lights in the history of 
Latin-American air transportation were 
featured, as well as its tremendous sig- 
nificance in furthering Inter-American 
friendship and economic intercourse. The 
domestic and international air services pro- 
vided by each country were summarized 
and the principal air routes connecting them 
were shown in a new air-route map. 


VIII 


THE SPECIALIZED CONFERENCES AND OTHER 
INTER-AMERICAN MEETINGS 


In accordance with Article 93 of the Char- 
ter of the Organization, the Specialized 
Conferences meet to deal with special tech- 
nical matters or to develop specific aspects of 
inter-American cooperation, when it is so 
decided by the Inter-American Conference 
or the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs, when inter-American 
agreements so provide, or when the Council 


of the Organization considers it necessary, 
either on its own initiative or at the request 
of one of its organs or of one of the Special- 
ized Organizations. 

During the fiscal year interest was focused 
on the Tenth Inter-American Conference 
(Caracas, March 1954), to which a special 
section of this report is devoted. Only one 
Inter-American Specialized Conference, the 
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Fifth Inter-American Travel Congress, was 
held in 1953-54. Of the other technical 
meetings open to participation by all 
member states of the oas, or closely inte- 
grated with the program of the whole Or- 
ganization, only a few took place at a date 
sufficiently early for inclusion of their results 
in this publication. 

The following chronological list covers the 
1953-54 assemblies of the type above in- 
dicated, and the appended summaries re- 
view the principal features of meetings on 
which definitive reports have been received. 


List oF MEETINGS 


— 


. Third Regional Nursing Congress (Rio de 
Janeiro, July 19-25, 1953) 

. Technical Meeting of Agricultural Librarians 
of Latin America (Turrialba, Costa Rica, 
August 16-September 4, 1953) 

3. Ninth Assembly of the Inter-American Com- 
mission of Women (Asuncién, September 
7-23, 1953) 

4. Meeting of the ad hoc Committee for the Study 
of Low-Cost Housing (Washington, D. C., 
September 14-23, 1953) 

. Tenth Pan American Tuberculosis Congress 
(Caracas, December 5-10, 1953) (Report not 
received.) 

. Fifth Pan American Coffee Congress (Curitiba, 
Brazil, January 18-21, 1954) (Held concurrently 
with the First World Coffee Congress; report 
not received.) 

7. Meeting of the Committee of the Whole, 
United Nations Economic Commission for 
Latin America (Santiago, Chile, February 
8-10, 1954) 

8. Second Pan American Congress of Veterinary 
Medicine (Sao Paulo, Brazil, Apri] 3-10, 1954) 

9. Second Pan American Congress on Agronomy 
(Piracicaba and Sao Paulo, Brazil, April 5-11, 
1954) (Report not received.) 

10. Fifth Inter-American Travel Congress (Pan- 
ama City, June 12-19, 1954) 

ll. Third Interim Congress of the Pan American 
Association of Ophthalmology (held in Séo 
Paulo, Brazil, concurrently with the Con- 
ference mentioned below) 

12. Pan American Conference on the Welfare of 

the Blind and the Prevention of Blindness 

(Séo Paulo, Brazil, June 11-17) (Report not 

received.) 


bo 
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Inter-American Specialized Conferences 


Firtu INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS 


In a decision taken on February 3, 1954, 
the Council of the oAs recognized the forth- 
coming Fifth Inter-American Travel Con- 
gress as an “Inter-American Specialized 
Conference’’, the only meeting of the fiscal 
year 1953-54 that was so classified. The 
Agenda and Regulations of the Congress 
were drawn up by the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council and, in con- 
formity with a resolution approved at the 
preceding meeting of the series (Lima, 
1952), the Congress took place in Panama 
City, June 12-19, 1954. 

All of the American republics except 
Paraguay sent official delegates to this 
meeting. A representative of the Secretary 
General of the OAs was in attendance, and 
observers came from the Inter-American 
Federation of Automobile Clubs, the Inter- 
American Hotel Association, the Inter- 
national Road Federation, and the Pan 
American Institute of Geography and 
History, as well as from 34 national in- 
stitutions and agencies, including the Pan 
American Division of the American Road 
Builders’ Association and the Institute of 
Inter-American Affairs. 

The majority of the 76 decisions approved 
by the Congress, and the many technical 
papers presented for its consideration, dealt 
with one or another of the five main agenda 
topics, namely: (I) Tourist Travel—Policy 
and Planning; (II) Economics and Financ- 
ing of Tourist Travel; (III) Tourist Travel 
and Related Services; (IV) Publicity; and 
(V) Tourist Resources and Special Activi- 
ties. 

Outstanding among these decisions is 
Resolution I, on the “Organization Plan of 
the Inter-American Travel Congresses’’, 
which requests the Council of the oas to 
study and implement the said plan, set 
forth in Appendix A of the Final Act. 
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Briefly, this plan provides for: a continuing 
series of biennial Inter-American Travel 
Congresses and such additional meetings 
of the series as may prove necessary, in- 
tegrated within the Organization of Ameri- 
can States as Inter-American Specialized 
Conferences and maintaining an advisory 
relationship with the I-A Ecosoc in particu- 
lar; a Permanent Executive Committee of 
the Congresses, to be composed of technical 
representatives of the governments of the 
five countries selected for that purpose at 
each biennial meeting; four Technical Com- 
mittees charged respectively with research 
and organization, elimination of impedi- 
ments to travel, tourists’ facilities, and 
promotion of travel, in addition to such 
other committees as the Congresses may 
choose to establish; and a Permanent Secre- 
tariat of the Congresses, which will func- 
tion as a part of the Pan American Union, 
providing not only secretariat services but 
also informational, editorial, and adminis- 
trative assistance. The Plenary Assembly 
of the various Congresses, invested with 
supreme authority for the proposed or- 
ganization, will consist of the delegates 
designated by the governments (the only 
members of the Assembly enjoying the right 
to vote), the members of the Permanent 
Executive Committee, the chairmen of the 
Technical Committees, the Secretary Gen- 
eral of the oas or his representative, and ob- 
servers of public or private status. 

Other resolutions of special interest for the 
Organization of American States and its 
component agencies include those relating 
to: activities in the field of travel statistics 
(III, XXX), involving the cooperation of 
the Inter American Statistical Institute, 
the 1A-Ecosoc, FIAc, and the member 


governments of the oas; implementation of 
Resolution XII of the Ninth International 
Conference of American States (Bogota, 
1948), on simplification of travel formalities, 
with the aid of 1-A Ecosoc (IX); correlation, 


within the oas, of all plans and activities 
pertaining to the promotion of travel, and 
cooperation by OAs organs in the execution 
of resolutions approved at Inter-American 
Travel Congresses (X); expansion of the 
publishing program of the Pan American 
Union to include a bibliographical bulletin 
relating to travel (XIII), a quarterly travel 
review (XIX), travel literature appropriate 
for school use (LI), and the Guide to America 
(LVII) previously recommended by the 
Union itself and by PAIGH; issuance under 
OAs direction, of a special Pan American 
postage stamp for the promotion of travel 
(XXXII); establishment of an _ Inter- 
Americar Institute of Travel Research, 
and of a committee within the Frac for 
research purposes (XX XV); organization of 
a general publicity plan to promote tourist 
travel under the guidance of the Travel 
Division of the Pan American Union (LIII); 
promotion of legislation for the conserva- 
tion of national parks, and compilation of 
the pertinent laws by the Travel Division 
(LIX); organization, by the same Division, 
of an essay contest on ‘Social Tourism” 
(LXI); and cooperation of the oas, the 
American republics, and Canada in the 
encouragement of native crafts and arts and 
the preservation of folklore (LXII). 

Resolution LXV designates San Jose, 
Costa Rica, as the site of the Sixth Congress, 
scheduled to take place in 1956. 


Other Inter-American Meetings 


THIRD REGIONAL NURSING CONGRESS 


The Third Regional Nursing Congress 
was held under the auspices of the Govern- 
ment of Brazil and the Pan American 
Sanitary Bureau, in Rio de Janeiro, July 
19-25, 1953. This meeting may be classified 
as Pan American in that the Ministers of 
Health of all the American countries were 
invited to send official nurse delegates. 

In response to that invitation, official 
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delegates came from 15 countries: Bolivia, 
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, El Salvador, Haiti, Mexico, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, the United States, Uru- 
guay, and Venezuela. In many cases, coun- 
tries sent extraofficial delegates, as did 
Argentina, Jamaica, and a number of inter- 
national organizations. Moreover, 124 Bra- 
zilian professional workers and_ students 
participated in the Congress as observers. 

The two main subjects of discussion were: 
(1) legislation for the regulation of nursing 
education and practice; and (2) post- 
graduate courses in nursing. Specific topics 
presented under these heads were first ex- 
amined by study groups and then sub- 
mitted for final discussion to the plenary 
session, which subsequently approved a 
single recommendation for each of the two 
principal subjects. Recommendation I, on 
“Principles Basic to Nursing Legislation’, 
suggests formation of a nurses’ association in 
every country where none has yet been 
established; indicates the studies that 
should precede enactment of nursing legis- 
lation; urges each national nurses’ associ- 
ation to draw up, with legal advice, a bill 
regulating exercise of the profession; advo- 
cates adoption of a law on professional and 
auxiliary nursing that will include precise 
definitions of those terms and will provide for 
a body of nurses charged with such func- 
tions as supervising interpretation and en- 
forcement of the law; and recommends 
information services to ensure public support 
of legislation designed to improve nursing. 
Recommendation II, entitled ‘‘General 
Concepts concerning Education for Grad- 
uate Nurses”, advocates post-basic training 
to keep nurses in touch with developments 
in their fields; outlines principles to be 
followed in planning and conducting such 
courses; suggests that special national 
committees of nurses and technicians be 
formed to act as sponsors and advisors for 
the courses; recommends budgetary as- 
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sistance from the respective governments; 
and points out the desirability of additional 
in-service programs of education for all 
nursing personnel. 

The Congress also approved 15 votes of 
thanks, conducted an informal evaluation 
of the methods employed at the meeting, 
discussed the program for the next meeting 
of the series, and accepted the invitation of 
the Government of Mexico to hold the 
Fourth Regional Congress in that country. 


TECHNICAL MEETING OF AGRICULTURAL 
LIBRARIANS OF LATIN AMERICA 


The Technical Meeting of Agricultural 
Librarians of Latin America was held in 
Turrialba, Costa Rica, August 16—-Septem- 
ber 4, 1953, under the auspices of the Inter- 
American Institute of Agricultural Sciences 
and pursuant to a recommendation approved 
at the Second Meeting of the Advisory 
Board of the Institute’s Scientific-Com- 
munications Service. Financial and_ tech- 
nical assistance in the organization of the 
meeting was provided by The Rockefeller 
Foundation. The purpose of the meeting 
was to offer an opportunity for an exchange 
of information and ideas on the organization, 
administration, and maintenance of agri- 
cultural libraries with a view to maximum 
utilization of available materials and facili- 
ties, for progressive improvement of library 
services; establishment of uniform tech- 
niques for classifying, cataloguing, and in- 
dexing; and promotion of _ interlibrary 
collaboration, including exchange of per- 
sonnel and scientific data. 

Sixteen countries—Argentina, Brazil, 
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecua- 
dor, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Peru, the United States, Uru- 
guay, and Venezuela—were represented at 
the meeting by librarians, employees for 
the most part of agricultural libraries. 
Agencies represented by observers or tech- 
nical advisors were: American Library 
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Association; Caribbean Commission; De- 
partment of Agriculture and Animal Hus- 
bandry of Mexico; Department of Agri- 
culture of the United States; Inter-American 
Housing Center; Inter-American Institute 
of Agricultural Sciences; Pan American 
Union; and uNeEsco (Havana office). 

No formal resolutions were adopted at the 
Meeting, but 22 “results’’ were recorded, 
synthesizing the work of the four com- 
mittees, which dealt respectively with: 
preliminary listing of books and periodicals 
that should form the basic collection of any 
agricultural library; technical processes, with 
special attention to the Dewey Decimal 
Classification System and compilation of 
Spanish subject headings; bibliographical 
standards; and cooperative measures for 
the improvement of agricultural libraries 
and of scientific exchange in that field. A 
noteworthy result of the Meeting was the 
formation of an Inter-American Associa- 
tion of Agricultural Librarians. Progress 
was also made toward the establishment of 
an inter-American bibliographical center 
at the Inter-American Institute of Agri- 
cultural Sciences. 


Nintu ASSEMBLY OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
COMMISSION OF WOMEN 


Pursuant to a decision taken by the 
Executive Committee of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women, the Ninth Assembly 
of the Commission was held in Asuncién, 
Paraguay, September 7-23, 1953. All of the 
American republics except El Salvador sent 
delegates to this meeting, at which the 
Council of the Organization of American 
States and the International Labour Or- 
ganisation were also represented. 

Many of the 45 resolutions approved by 
the Assembly were concerned with subjects 
marked for further consideration at the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference, in the 
spring of 1954. Express reference to the 
Tenth Conference is made in Resolutions 


ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


I, I, XXII, and XXIII, dealing respectively 
with submittal thereto of the proposed 
revision of the Commission’s Organic 
Statute; preparation of the general report 
to be presented at the Conference by the 
Commission; participation of women in the 
Conference; and early completion of the 
study on the economic status of working 
women recommended in 1948 at Bogota, 
with a view to its inclusion in the agenda of 
the Caracas meeting. 

The majority of the remaining resolutions 
relate to the political, civil, economic, or 
social problems of women and call for the 
cooperation of the Secretary General of the 
oas, the member governments of the 
Organization, and interested national agen- 
cies and individuals, in the promotion of 
legislative and educational measures for the 
solution of such problems. The assistance 
of the Secretary General is especially re- 
quested in the resolutions on the signing 
and ratification of inter-American conven- 
tions relating to the rights of women (VII), 
and on a proposed meeting of experts and 
administrators representing women’s labor 
bureaus (XXVI). Resolution XVIII, ad- 
vocating the establishment of an _ Inter- 
American School of Social Work, is ad- 
dressed directly to the oAs as a whole. The 
continuing collaboration between the Com- 
mission and world agencies with similar 
interests is reflected in Resolutions X (on 
transmittal of a report dealing with family 
property to the un Commission on the 
Status of Women); XV (on adoption of the 
principle of family allowances sponsored by 
the International Labour Organisation); 
XXvV (on equal pay for men and women, as 
recommended by the mo); and XXVI (in 
which 1Lo cooperation is requested for the 
above-mentioned meeting of representatives 
of labor bureaus). 

The 17 votes of thanks or applause in- 
clude several resolutions addressed to 0s 
agencies or officials. One of these (XXXVI) 
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expresses appreciation of the stimulus 
derived by the Assembly from the presence 
of a member of the oas Council; another 
(XX XVII) applauds the contributions of 
the Secretary General of the Organization 
to the cause of American womanhood; and 
yet another (XLII) acknowledges the 
valuable assistance received by the Com- 
mission from the Department of Interna- 
tional Law of the Pan American Union. 

In addition to the resolutions above 
summarized, the Ninth Assembly approved 
a Work Plan for the Commission; a Plan 
for the Work of Future Assemblies and for 
Preparation of the Agenda Thereof, designed 
to simplify the task of the Assemblies by 
concentrating attention, in even-numbered 
years, on socio-economic problems and, in 
odd-numbered years, on civil and political 
problems; and a draft of amendments to 
the Organic Statute of the racw, which 
later served as the basis of the revised text 
approved by the Caracas Conference. 

Mention should also be made of the 
elections held at the eleventh plenary ses- 
sion, which resulted in the designation of 
Mrs. Maria Concepciédn Leyes de Chaves, 
Permanent Delegate of Paraguay, and Dr. 
Bertha Lutz, Permanent Delegate of Brazil, 
as Chairman and Vice Chairman of the 
Commission, respectively, for the period 
1953-57. The four countries named to com- 
plete the membership of the Executive 
Committee for 1953-55 were: Colombia, 
Ecuador, Panama, and Uruguay. 

The Tenth Assembly of the Commission 
will be held in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, during 
the second quarter of 1954, in accordance 
with a decision taken at the Eighth As- 
sembly (Rio de Janeiro, 1952). 


MEETING OF THE AD Hoc CoMMITTEE FOR 
THE Stupy or Low-Cost Hovusine 


In compliance with Resolution 41/53 of 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, the ad hoc Committee for the 
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Study of Low-Cost Housing, an organ of 
the said Council, met at the Pan American 
Union, in Washington, D. C., on September 
14, 1953. The sessions of the committee 
continued through September 23. 

Fourteen countries were represented at 
the meeting, namely: Brazil, Chile, Co- 
lombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Haiti, 
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, the United 
States, and Venezuela. International agen- 
cies represented were: the Inter-American 
Municipal Organization, IAst, ILo, the Pan 
American Sanitary Bureau, and the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Latin 
America. Technical and secretariat as- 
sistance were furnished by Pan American 
Union personnel. 

Working through two subcommittees 
which were charged respectively with 
financial questions and with production 
problems, the committee made a thorough 
study of the papers submitted for the 
meeting, including the voluminous report 
entitled T’he Problem of Low-Cost Housing in 
Latin America prepared by the Technical 
Secretariat of 1-A Ecosoc. As a result of its 
sessions, the committee transmitted its 
own report (7’he Problem of Housing of 
Social Interest in Latin America) to the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil, which in turn accepted this document 
for presentation to the Tenth Inter-Ameri- 
can Conference. In Resolution XXXIV of the 
Tenth Conference, the report is approved 
for publication and distribution, in slightly 
modified form. 


ECLA’s COMMITTEE OF 
THE WHOLE 


Meeting of the Committee of the Whole 
of the United Nations Economic Commis- 
sion for Latin America (EcLA) was held in 
Santiago, Chile, February 8-10, 1954. It 
was attended by delegates from the 21 
American republics, France, Great Britain, 


MEETING OF 
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and Holland; by officials of EcLa, the 
United Nations Department of Public 
Information, and the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council; and by repre- 
sentatives of the Intergovernmental Com- 
mittee on Movement of Migrants from 
Europe, the International Monetary Fund, 
the International Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions, and the World Federation of 
Trade Unions. No complete list of partici- 
pants in the meeting has been made avail- 
able. 

The main item on the agenda was the 
presentation, discussion, and approval of 
the progress report prepared by EcLA’s 
Executive Secretariat. Another topic, of 
special interest to the oas, was the co- 
ordination of ECLA’s activities with those 
of 1-A Ecosoc. In this connection, the 
Commission approved a resolution noting 
the progress already made toward such 
coordination and, in particular, the state- 
ment of the Principal Director in charge of 
the Executive Secretariat on the negotia- 
tions that had been carried out on the 
intergovernmental level with this aim in 
view. Certain participants however, stressed 
the desirability of complete coordination in 
such matters as plans for meetings and 
exchange of documents and information. 
Other noteworthy points of discussion were: 
international cooperation in formulating 
an effective policy of economic develop- 
ment; encouragement of foreign capital 
investments in Latin America; technical 
assistance activities of the UN in the ECLA 
region (in which connection it was sug- 
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gested that the economic-integration project 
proceeding so successfully in Central 
America should serve as a model for work 
in other Latin American zones); and the 
problem of coffee prices. 

Several of the points above listed will 
receive further attention at the Sixth 
Session of EcLA, scheduled to take place in 
Bogota, in February 1955. 


SEcoND PAN AMERICAN CONGRESS OF 
VETERINARY MEDICINE 


The Second Pan American Congress of 
Veterinary Medicine was held in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, April 5-11, 1954, under the auspices 
of the Pan American Association of Veteri- 
nary Medicine and in conjunction with the 
Fourth Centenary of the City of Sao Paulo. 

Only partial information is available in 
regard to this Congress. Papers were pre- 
sented by participants from at least five 
American countries (Argentina, Brazil, 
Chile, Uruguay, and Venezuela), and from 
Spain. The subject matter of these reports 
was classified under nine main heads, each 
assigned to a separate section of the Con- 
gress, as follows: Section A, Bacterial 
Diseases; Section B, Virus Diseases; Sec- 
tion C, Parasitic Diseases; Section D, 
Physiopathology of Reproduction; Section 
EK, Pasture, Grasses, Animal Nutrition; 
Section F, Animal Husbandry; Section G, 
Clinics and Surgery; Section H, Hygiene 
and Technology of Food; and Section J, 
Veterinary Education and Professional Sub- 
jects. 


IX 


THE SPECIALIZED ORGANIZATIONS AND OTHER AGENCIES INCLUDED 
IN THE STRUCTURE OF THE OAS 


Inter-American Specialized Organizations, 
according to the Charter of the Organiza- 
tion, are intergovernmental organizations 
established by multilateral agreements and 


having specific functions with respect to 
technical matters of common interest to 
the American states. The following sum- 
mary deals first with the six agencies which 
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the Council of the oas had declared to be 
Inter-American Specialized Organizations 
by the close of the fisca] year 1953-54— 
namely, the Pan American Institute of 
Geography and History, the Inter-Ameri- 
can Institute of Agricultural Sciences, the 
American International Institute for the 
Protection of Childhood, the Inter-American 
Commission of Women, the Pan American 
Sanitary Organization, and the Inter- 
American Indian Institute—and then with 
two intergovernmental agencies which, al- 
though not so classified, form part of the 
structure of the oas. 


Pan American Institute of Geography and 
History 


Throughout 1953-54, as in former years, 
collaboration with other agencies was a 
salient feature of the technical activities 
undertaken by the Pan American Institute 
of Geography and History. 


COOPERATION WITH OTHER 
INTER-AMERICAN AGENCIES 


In the inter-American field, special at- 
tention was given to participation in the 
oAS Program of Technical Cooperation. 
Under this program, the Institute was 
represented at meetings of the Coordinating 
Committee on Technical Assistance and 
directed the execution of Project 29, on the 
evaluation of natural resources. During the 
year, the Institute completed work on the 
first phase of the project: study of the 
available information on natural resources 
in the individual countries and of the corre- 
sponding technical facilities and needs. The 
results of this research will appear in eight 
volumes, four of which have been published. 
Concurrently with its research, the Institute 
furnished advice to member countries re- 
garding their technical needs and provided 
fellowships in natural resources for two 
trainees from each country. The second 
phase of the project opened with the in- 
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auguration of the Inter-American Training 
Center for the Evaluation of Natural Re- 
sources, located in Brazil. 

The Institute of Geography and History 
also initiated discussions with the ap- 
propriate national and international agen- 
cies regarding the execution of Resolution 
LXXXIV of the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference (Caracas, 1954), which calls 
for an Inter-American Specialized Con- 
ference on the natural resources of the 
continental shelf and oceanic waters, and 
for study of a proposal to establish an 
Inter-American Oceanographic Institute in 
the Galapagos Islands. 

In addition to the Coordinating Com- 
mittee on Technical Assistance, OAS agencies 
with which the Institute maintained close 
working relations were the Council of the 
Organization, the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council, the Inter-American 
Cultural Council and its Committee for 
Cultural Action, the Pan American Union, 
and various Inter-American Specialized 
Organizations. 


COOPERATION WITH WoRLD AGENCIES 


Similarly, collaboration continued with 
the United Nations, un Specialized Agen- 
cies, and many other world organizations 
engaged in scientific work. Especially note- 
worthy were the services extended by the 
Institute’s Commission of Geography to the 
International Geographical Union, in con- 
nection with the Union’s study of arid zones. 


COOPERATION WITH NATIONAL AGENCIES 


The Institute also carried on a program 
of services to national ministries, organiza- 
tions, and academic institutions, par- 
ticularly in the Central American zone, 
receiving in turn financial and technical 
assistance from these agencies. 

In August 1953, at the request of the 
Costa Rican Government and in com- 
pliance with Recommendation 3 of the 
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Sixth Pan American Consultation on Car- 
tography (Ciudad Trujillo, 1952), the 
Institute brought to a successful conclusion 
its work of linking the geodetic ‘systems of 
North and Central America. Progress was 
made, too, in the establishment of geodetic 
connections across Peru, Bolivia, and Brazil, 
and across Argentina and Chile, to link the 
Atlantic and Pacific Coasts. 

Geological activities included a project 
for studying the geology of Central America, 
carried on during the year in Costa Rica, 
Honduras, Panama, and Nicaragua, with 
financial assistance from the Geological 
Society of America. Plans are also under way 
for volcanological studies in Central America. 
In collaboration with the U. S. Geological 
Survey and the U. 8. Department of Agri- 
culture, the Institute produced a number of 
films on topographic subjects. 

In the field of geography, and at the re- 
quest of the Ministry of Justice of Panama, 
a PAIGH work group studied and reported 
upon the question, “Is the territory of 
Panama Central American or South Ameri- 
can?” In compliance with an official Chilean 
request, work was begun on a geographic- 
planning study of the Province of Aysen. 
The Commission on Geography granted 
fellowships to four students (from Bolivia, 
Chile, Peru, and the United States), for 
geographical research and field work in 
Brazil under the direction of the Conselho 
Nacional de Geografia. 

An interesting undertaking in the field of 
astronomy is the plan to establish an inter- 
American observatory that will serve all the 
member states of the Institute. During the 
year, the Institute made substantial progress 
in the preliminary studies regarding this 
plan, in collaboration with the Government 
of Ecuador. 

The Commission on History continued 
to administer funds supplied by The Rocke- 
feller Foundation for fellowships in historical 
studies. The same Foundation collaborated 
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with the Institute, and with the Cuban 
Commission on Commemoration of the 
José Marti Centennial Celebration, in pre- 
paring several of the historical publications 
listed below. 


PUBLICATIONS 


The research and field work conducted 
by the Institute and its collaborators is 
closely bound up with a heavy publishing 
program. Periodicals issued in 1953-54 
were: Revista cartogrdfica (Vol. II); Revista 
geogrdfica (Vols. XI-XIII); Revista de 
historia de América (No. 34); Boletin 
bibliogrdfico de antropologta americana (Vols. 
XV, XVI—Primera Parte); and Folklore 
americano (Vol. I). Special publications 
included, in addition to the volumes already 
noted in connection with Project 29, the 
following items: the information bulletins 
on cartography, geography, and history, 
prepared by the corresponding technical 
Commissions of the Institute; several iso- 
lated works on cartographic and related 
subjects, notably, Resolucién de un gran 
sistema de ecuaciones normales ..., Catasiro 
inmobiliario, Guta de las instituciones sis- 
molégicas de América, and a map of Hon- 
duras; seven pamphlets on various phases 
of American history, prepared in connec- 
tion with the Institute’s “Program of the 
History of America’’; two texts on the teach- 
ing of American history; Historiographie 
d’Haiti (Vol. I of a historiographical series); 
Misiones argentinas en archos europeos 
(one of a series of volumes on American 
missions in European archives); Guatemala, 
Mexico, and Honduras (three publications 
of an archaeological-historical series); 7'he 
Pan American Institute of Geography and 
History: Its Creation, Development and 
Current Program, 1929-1954; and several 
other reports on the development of the 
Institute. A number of atlases and texts on 
various phases of geography were in press, 





or it 
the | 


Di 
sorec 
ing 
Exec 
de J 
Teac 
Rico, 
Exect 
June- 
Carte 
asserr 
were: 
(Cara 
Amer: 
June 
tional 
geogre 
Morec 
to pr 
Assem 
meet i 
next f 
sultati 
Histor: 
to be 
auspice 
Outs 
1953-5: 
mission 
ments, 
geogray 
raphy, 
and pu 
field; f 
urban { 
zation, 
tion of | 
a work 
tion of 
tegulati 
General 
publicat 








Cuban 
of the 
in pre- 
cations 


ducted 
tors is 
lishing 
953-54 
Revista 
sta de 
Boletin 
1 (Vols. 
"olklore 
cations 
already 
29, the 
ulletins 
history, 
echnical 
ral iso- 
related 
n gran 
atastro 
nes Si8- 
f Hon- 
phases 
connec- 
of the 
2 teach- 
graphie 
series); 
uropeos 
merican 
utemala, 
ications 
s); The 
hy and 
nt and 
several 
of the 
texts on 


n press, 








or in process of compilation, at the close of 
the fiscal year. 


PARTICIPATION IN MEETINGS 


During this period, the Institute spon- 
sored, or assisted in organizing, the follow- 
ing meetings: Annual Meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the Institute (Rio 
de Janeiro, August 1953); Meeting on the 
Teaching of History (San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, April 1954); Special Meeting of the 
Executive Committee (Rio de Janeiro, 
June-July 1954); and Second National 
Cartographic Congress of Argentina. Other 
assemblies in which the Institute participated 
were: the Tenth Inter-American Conference 
(Caracas, March 1954); the Fifth Inter- 
American Travel Congress (Panama City, 
June 1954); and a large number of na- 
tionally organized meetings on cartography, 
geography, geophysics, geology, and history. 
Moreover, considerable attention was given 
to preparations for the Sixth General 
Assembly of the Institute (scheduled to 
meet in Mexico City in the course of the 
next fiscal year); for the concurrent Con- 
sultations on Cartography, Geography, and 
History; and for other technical gatherings 
to be held in the near future under the 
auspices of inter-American or world agencies. 

Outstanding internal developments during 
1953-54 were: reorganization of the Com- 
mission on Geography to form four depart- 
ments, dealing respectively with physical 
geography and biogeography, human geog- 
raphy, regional geography, and teaching 
and public information in the geographic 
feld; formation of new work groups on 
uwban geography, climatology, and coloni- 
zation, within the same Commission; crea- 
tion of a Committee on Volcanology and of 
a work group on oceanography; reorganiza- 
tion of the Institute’s Library; approval of 
tegulations for the Executive Committee, 
General Secretariat, National Sections, and 
publications program of the Institute; and 
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establishment of working and pension funds. 
It is also noteworthy that the 1953-54 dues 
received by PAIGH came to a higher total 
than in any previous year. 

In general, the satisfactory progress made 
by the Pan American Institute of Geography 
and History is attested by Resolution XXI 
of the Tenth Inter-American Conference, 
recognizing the meritorious achievements 
of the Institute and calling for increased 
support of its activities by the member 
states. 


Inter-American Institute of Agricultural 
Sciences 


During 1953-54, the Inter-American 
Institute of Agricultural Sciences devoted 
its attention to six main fields of endeavor. 
Although these fields overlap to some 
extent, the year’s record of accomplishment 
is reviewed below, for greater clarity, under 
five of the corresponding heads. The sixth 
field of activity, comprising the Institute’s 
work under Project 39 of the Program of 
Technical Cooperation, is discussed in 
Section X of the present report. 


PLant INDUSTRY 


Plant introduction was an important 
feature of the plant-industry program. 
Outstanding among the 409 introductions 
recorded for the year is a group of coffee 
species, varieties, and hybrids collected 
from all over the world because of their 
resistance, or immunity, to the Hemileia 
rust organism. This collection will facilitate 
studies on the adaptability of rust-resistant 
coffee varieties to the Western Hemisphere. 
Coffee experimentation also included a 
project carried on with the cooperation of 
the Turrialba Rubber Station of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, which indicated 
that coffee could be highly productive in 
that region when grown under full light, on 
good soil, and with closer spacing than the 
conventional 3 x 3 varas. 
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Work on rice disease was accelerated, in 
collaboration with the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. Reaction to Helminthosporium 
oryzae and Piricularia oryzae, the most 
serious pathogens of rice in American 
equatorial regions, was studied in 1,708 
rice varieties, approximately 300 of which 
showed enough resistance to warrant further 
attention. 

Early in 1954, an understanding was 
reached whereby the Institute was to 
cooperate with the Costa Rican Ministry of 
Agriculture and with The Rockefeller Foun- 
dation in a program of corn breeding and 
evaluation of corn varieties. Under this 
arrangement, an official of the Institute 
acts as chief of all corn-breeding projects 
for the Institute and the Ministry, and as 
geneticist of the regional corn-breeding 
program for Central America. 

Seed distributions for the year totaled 
157 shipments to Argentina, Australia, 
Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, East Transvaal, El Salvador, Ethio- 
pia, Germany, Guatemala, Hawaii, Hon- 
duras, Jamaica, Japan, Liberia, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, the Philippines, 
Trinidad, the United States, and Venezuela. 

The Institute participated in the following 
meetings connected with plant industry: 
Seminar on Nutrition of School Children 
in Central America and Panama (San Jose); 
Meeting of the American Institute of Bio- 
logical Sciences (Madison, Wisconsin, 
U.S.A.); Sixth International Congress of 
Microbiologists (Rome); Seventh World 
Conference on Cacao (London); Round 
Table of Coffee Technologists of Latin 
America (San Jose); Meeting of the Carib- 
bean Section of the American Society for 
Horticultural Science (Santa Tecla, El 


Salvador); Meeting of the Cocoa and 
Chocolate Manufacturers of the United 
States; and Second Pan American Congress 
on Agronomy (Piracicaba and Sado Paulo, 
Brazil). Staff members of the Institute also 
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took part in several consultations relating 
to agricultural research or to the formation 
of agricultural agencies, such as the cacao- 
propagation Center in Jusari, Bolivia, and 
a proposed inter-American committee for 
the organization of meetings on agricultural 
subjects. Toward the close of the fiscal 
year, the staff of the Cacao Center devoted 
considerable attention to preparations for 
the Fifth Meeting of the Inter-American 
Technical Cacao Committee, scheduled to 
take place at the Institute’s headquarters in 
July 1954. 

Publications issued during 1953-54 in- 
clude: Tres nuevas variedades de papas 
resistentes al tizon tardto; Efecto de pulve- 
rizaciones de 2,4-D en el crecimiento de la 
catia de azicar de poca edad; Alfaroa man- 
ningit, una nueva juglanddcea de Costa Rica; 
Systematic Foliage Distortions in Coffee 
Attributed to 2,4-D; Influéncia da intensidade 
da luz sobre o crescimento e a eficiéncia as- 
similatoria do cafeeiro; Alguns disturbios 
nutricionais do cafeeiro em Costa Rica; 
Método bio-analttico para evaluacién com- 
parativa de adherentes en fungicidas orgdénicos; 
An Improved Infiltration Series for Studying 
Stomotal Opening as Illustrated with Coffee; 
Estudios sobre la podredumbre de la fruta del 
cacao causada por Phytophthora en Costa 
Rica; y Efectividad de dos fumigantes del 
suelo y dos insecticidas contra el nematodo de 
las agallas de las ratces en tomate y okra. 
Work also proceeded on other publications 
dealing with plant industry, many of which 
were issued shortly after the close of the 
fiscal year. 


ANIMAL INDUSTRY 


In the field of animal industry, notable 
advances were made toward solving the 
problems of dairying under tropical condi- 
tions, as is indicated by the substantial 
increase in the milk production of the 
Institute’s experimental herd. Controlled 
time of calving in relation to seasonal 
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climatic stress, spraying for ¢orsalo infection, 
and parasite control proved useful in this 
connection. Through earlier weaning and 
inoculations, a reduction was effected in the 
high costs of artificial rearing to correct low 
calf crops and low growth rates in calves. 
The cooperative native-cow selection-and- 
improvement program of the Institute 
progressed toward probable establishment 
of a strain adapted to tropical conditions. 
Bull calves of high-production cows were 
sent to Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, 
and Nicaragua; and extensive studies in 
Venezuela showed excellent conditions there 
for a native-cow-selection program. Ar- 
rangements have been made for a similar 
program in Colombia. 

Experimentation in deferred and rational 
grazing was supplemented by mechanical 
harvesting of fertilized forage on flatland, 
and by the use of improved methods for 
controlling weeds and brush on hill pastures. 
Pongola grass and a new elephant grass, 
as well as the traditional Jaragua and 
Imperial grasses, continued to be in de- 
mand. Four species sent to Mexico as part 
of a IAIAS-FAO project produced good 
results there and were utilized in a federal 
grassland-improvement program. 

Publications in the animal-industry field 
were: “The Inter-American Institute of 
Turrialba Receives Donations from Texas 
Cattlemen”, in The Cattleman (August 
1953); Valor alimenticio del Sotol; Valor 
nutritivo de la cdscara de cacao para produc- 
ction de leche en comparacién con matz 
molido y harina de yuca; El ganado ideal 
para la América Tropical; and Report on 
Livestock Production in Venezuela. 


Economics AND Rurau LIFE 


The Institute’s Department of Eco- 


nomics and Rural Life carried on a varied 
program, giving considerable attention to 
community-development research and, in 
particular, to cases of sociocultural change. 


Reports on five cases were completed and 
the study of eight more cases was begun. 
In general, the studies of socioeconomic 
development show that agricultural com- 
munities tend to accept change in specific 
practices when a need is felt for the change, 
when it is adapted to the culture of the 
particular community, and when there is 
objective proof of its practicability. The 
Department has nearly completed the pre- 
liminary phase of a study on the economic 
implications of incorporation of new prac- 
tices into small-farm businesses. Analysis 
has begun of the data collected on factors 
affecting the diffusion of coffee and sugar- 
cane cultural practices among the large- 
farm operators of Costa Rica. In regard to 
coffee production, economic studies have 
demonstrated the advisability of harvesting 
in a single picking. 

A special group of community-develop- 
ment projects was designed to increase the 
effectiveness of rural teachers as a factor 
in the advancement of the community. 
Notable projects of this kind were: short 
vacation courses for teachers; monthly 
seminars; regular visits of departmental 
staff members to experimental sites; and 
distribution of mimeographed courses on 
the methods, programming, and general 
philosophy of extension work. The applied- 
rural-sciences program of the Institute was 
reoriented to provide postgraduate training 
in extension education and to concentrate 
the vocational educator’s efforts on direct 
service to practical agricultural schools. 

Work in individual countries included: 
consultative visits to Bolivia, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, the 
United States, and Venezuela; various co- 
operative activities in Bolivia and Colombia 
(conclusion of cooperative agreements, as- 
signment of department staff members for 
work in these countries, a population-move- 
ment project in Bolivia, inauguration of a 
Colombian school for training in rural life, 
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continued collaboration with the Federa- 
cién Nacional de Cafeteros de Colombia, 
etc.); and the program of the 1aras-Costa 
Rica Coordinating Committee of the Ex- 
perimental Schools. 

In connection with this type of work, 
the Institute was represented at the follow- 
ing meetings: Coffee Round Table (Costa 
Rica); Meeting on Programs of Social 
Welfare (Colombia); and International 
Course on Agricultural Economics (Cha- 
pingo, Mexico). 

Pertinent publications were: T'urrialba, su 
desarrollo histérico; Turrialba, Social Systems 
and the Introduction of Change; Siete casos 
de desarrollo de la comunidad; Social Class 
and Social Mobility in a Costa Rican Town; 
Health Aspects of the Community-Develop- 
ment Program; Training Agricultural Econ- 
omists for Latin America (in English and 
Spanish); Coffee Production and Processing 
on a Large Costa Rican Finca; A Colono 
System and Its Relation to Seasonal Labor 
Problems on a Costa Ricgn Hacienda; Rural 
Population Stability, Central District, 
Turrialba; Evolucién de un servicio de con- 
servacién de suelos hacia el enfoque integral 
de la comunidad; and a large number of 
mimeographed publications. 


ScIENTIFIC COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE 
AND LIBRARY 


The most notable event on the 1953-54 
program of the Scientific-Communications 
Service was the Meeting for Agricultural 
Librarians of Latin America held in Tu- 
rrialba, which is reviewed in Section VIII of 
this report. This Service also collaborated 
in the Extension-Information Course offered 
under the auspices of the Northern Zone 
of the Program of Technical Cooperation, 
in Havana, Cuba, from August 17 to Sep- 
tember 12, 1953. Other activities were: the 
preparation of photocopies of 23,429 pages 
from journals, in response to orders received 
from technicians and institutions in 30 
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countries; development of the program for 
promoting the use of abstract journals and 
bibliographies, in which the libraries of 14 
countries participated; and preparation of 
68 new bibliographies on specific subjects, 
together with copies of 12 lists previously 
compiled. 

In the publications field, the Scientific- 
Communications Service records the fol- 
lowing developments: the third volume of 
the technical journal Turrialba was pub- 
lished; the regular mailing list of the journal 
increased to 887 addresses; 673 copies of the 
text-book Administracién Rural were sold; 
the Spanish edition of the Information 
Bulletin gained a wider circulation, with a 
distribution list of 2,409 addresses in 74 
countries; the bulletin Cacao (published in 
collaboration with the Inter-American Cacao 
Center) likewise enlarged its mailing list to 
include 1,011 addresses in 37 countries, 
for the Spanish edition, and 633 addresses 
in 72 countries, for the English edition; 19 
titles were added to the series ‘““Comunica- 
ciones de Turrialba” and 10 to the “Reprint” 
Series; two new numbers were issued in the 
‘Miscellaneous Publications” Series; 15,000 
copies of the illustrated booklet Yo soy tho 
conejo conservacionista were distributed in 
Costa Rica and Honduras through official 
agencies conducting conservation programs; 
Carta Aérea, an advance release of the 
Information Bulletin, was sent regularly to 
52 Latin American daily papers; 14 press 
releases were mailed to 202 Latin American 
papers; 275 folders containing information 
on the Institute were distributed; 850 
copies were printed of a graphic booklet 
describing the Service itself; Spanish and 
English editions were published of a leaflet 
entitled What Is the Inter-American Institute 
of Agricultural Sciences? (10,000 and 5,000 
copies, respectively, of the two editions); 
and a number of extension courses, an- 
nouncements, and miscellaneous items were 
multilithed. Extension information work 
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is conducted by the Institute under Project 
39 of the oas Program of Technical Co- 
operation. 

Cooperative services were extended to 
Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican 
Republic, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Pan- 
ama. The coupon plan for payment in 
national currencies continued to operate in 
Colombia and Uruguay. New coupon 
agencies were established in Brazil, Chile, 
Panama, and Peru. 

Library activities (in addition to the 
above-mentioned Meeting for Agricultural 
Librarians, during which the ra1as Library 
served as a workshop) included the loan of 
7,001 publications for outside use; provision 
of 82 per cent of materials photocopied in the 
laboratory of the Scientific-Communications 
Service; preparation of selected lists of 
accessions, totaling 718 entries, for publica- 
tion in Turrialba; registration and checking 
of 342 abstracts and annotations prepared 
by staff members or obtained from other 
sources; distribution of 251 copies of pub- 
lications originating in the Library; prepara- 
tion and conduct of a course (in which 15 
students registered) on ‘Use of the Library 
and Preparation of Bibliographies”; prepa- 
ration of a pamphlet and questionnaire on 
agricultural libraries; and compilation of 
several bibliographies. 

The Institute’s Librarian was appointed 
Executive Secretary of the Inter-American 
Association of Agricultural Librarians, 
created at the Turrialba Meeting, and in 
that capacity drafted a Constitution and 
By-Laws for the Association. 


STuDENT TRAINING 


Student-training activities formed a 


special part of the Institute’s program, 
interrelated with the various fields of work 
discussed above. In the course of the fiscal 
year, 67 students from 16 countries received 
resident training at Turrialba as_post- 
graduates or as special and_ vocational 
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students. They were distributed as follows: 
27 students in the plant-industry field; nine 
in animal industry; 24 in economics and 
rural life; five in renewable resources; and 
two in scientific communications. The 
Magister Agriculturae degree was granted to 
15 candidates. The courses offered dealt 
with botany of tropical crop; coffee; methods 
of plant breeding; plant pathology; plant 
ecology; soils; plant physiology; dasonomy; 
dendrology; animal husbandry; biometry; 
English, library work; and technical editing. 
In addition, the Institute gave its annual 
short course for rural teachers, with 32 
persons enrolled, and provided special 
instruction in connection with the Meeting 
for Agricultural Librarians. 


American International Institute for the 
Protection of Childhood 


CoMPLETION OF Project 32 


The most notable feature of the 1953-54 
program of the American International 
Institute for the Protection of Childhood 
was the successful completion of the project 
entitled ““‘Workshops on the Administration 
of Children’s Services” (No. 32 of the oas 
Program of Technical Cooperation). This 
project called for three courses, to be offered 
in 1952, 1953, and 1954, respectively. During 
the first part of each course, trainees from a 
group of American countries received, at 
Montevideo (the seat of the Institute), 
theoretical and practical instruction in the 
administration of child-welfare work; during 
the second part, national workshops were 
conducted in the countries of the respective 
trainees, with the assistance of the Institute’s 
Technical Delegate and a team of three 
professional workers. 

The second course, inaugurated in April 
1953, continued through July of the same 
year, in the form of national workshops 
organized in Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, 
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and Panama. The entire third course took 
place in the spring of 1954, with the par- 
ticipation of trainees from Bolivia, Brazil, 
Mexico, Paraguay, Puerto Rico, and Uru- 
guay. The Argentine trainee who had been 
assigned to this third group was unable to 
attend the course, but an eminent pedia- 
trician from Argentina collaborated in the 
workshop as lecturer. The results of the 
project have been generally acclaimed as a 
contribution both to technical progress in 
the participating countries and to inter- 
American goodwill. 


PLANS FOR A SEMINAR ON 
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 


Encouraged by the success of Project 32, 
the Institute undertook, early in 1954, the 
formulation of plans for a seminar on 
juvenile delinquency, to be held in 1955 
under oas auspices. These plans were 
subsequently submitted to the Coordinating 
Committee on Technical Assistance, for 
consideration. 


PREPARATIONS FOR THE TENTH 
CHILD CONGRESS 


Preparations for the Tenth Pan American 
Child Congress, scheduled to be held in 
Panama, January 10-15, 1955, required 
considerable attention throughout the fiscal 
year. The Regulations of the Congress were 
drawn up, and a publicity program was 
conducted to ensure widespread interest in 
the forthcoming assembly. The Tenth 
Inter-American Conference (Caracas, March 
1954), at which the Institute was repre- 
sented by an Observer, approved in Resolu- 
tion XXXIX detailed suggestions for the 
Agenda of the Tenth Child Congress, which 
were to be formally transmitted to the 
Institute by the Secretary General of the 
OAS. 

PUBLICATIONS 


The publications program continued at 
its normal tempo, with steady improvement 
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in the quality of the material published. 
In 1953-54, the Institute issued four num- 
bers of its Boletin and eight numbers of the 
Noticiarto. At the regular annual meeting 
of the Directing Council (May 1954), the 
third and final volume on the results of the 
above-mentioned workshops was presented, 
thus completing a valuable compilation of 
up-to-date material on child-welfare _in- 
stitutions and activities. 


INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS 


In December 1953, the Directing Council 
met in a special session devoted principally 
to discussing a proposal for utilizing the 
reserve fund in order to purchase new 
headquarters premises for the Institute. 
Upon the recommendation of the Director 
General, the Council authorized purchase 
of the building and grounds located at 
Avenida 8 de Octubre, No. 2882. The 
transaction was completed before the close 
of the fiscal year, and preparations have been 
made for transfer of the library and other 
Institute property in July 1954. 

Organizational conclusions reached at 
the May meeting of the Directing Council 
included a decision to replace the Institute’s 
existing technical departments with a single 
Department of Technical Cooperation, and 
a proposal to increase the quota payments 
of member states to an annual sum ranging 
from a minimum of 500 to a maximum of 
10,000 dollars, subject to definitive approval 
of the new plan at a special meeting that will 
be held late in 1954. 


Inter-American Commission of Women 


Conference preparations and_participa- 
tion formed a major part of the 1953-54 
work program carried out by the Inter- 
American Commission of Women. 


Nintu ASSEMBLY 


The Ninth Assembly of the Commission 
(Asuncién, September 1953), which is 
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reviewed in Section VIII of the present 
report, was preceded by months of intensive 
documentary preparation. Later in the 
fiscal year, the preliminary work for the 
Tenth Assembly, to be held in Port-au- 
Prince, required considerable attention. 


TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 


The activities set in motion at Asuncién 
and subsequently channeled through the 
Commission’s Executive Secretariat, crystal- 
lized in important developments at the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference (Caracas, 
1954). The Commission was represented at 
the Caracas meeting by its Chairman, 
attending as an Observer, and seven of the 
Permanent Delegates to the Commission 
attended as members of their respective 
national delegations. 

Documentary contributions of the Com- 
mission to the Tenth Conference were: 
a report on the civil and political rights of 
American women; a draft of amendments 
to the Organic Statute of the Commission; a 
preliminary report on the economic status 
of working women in America (prepared in 
compliance with Resolution XXIII of the 
Bogota 1948 Conference); an account of the 
work done by the Commission during the 
period 1948-53; 117 reference documents for 
use in the Library of the Conference; and 
maps and miscellaneous items for the exhibit 
presented at Caracas by the Pan American 
Union. 

As a result of the Commission’s activities, 
the Conference approved resolutions (X, 
LVII-LXIII) on the following subjects: 
creation of specialized educational centers 
for rural women; the revised Organic Statute 
of the Commission; transmittal of the 
preliminary study on the economic status 
of working women to the governments and 
to various interested agencies, and prepara- 
tion of a definitive study for the considera- 
tion of the Eleventh Inter-American Con- 
ference; applause for the achievements of 
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the Commission; full participation by women 
in all organs of the inter-American system; 
transmittal to the governments of the Com- 
mission’s report on civil and political rights 
of women, and preparation of a similar 
report for the Eleventh Conference; a recom- 
mendation on the policy to be followed by 
the member states in regard to the economic 
rights of women; and a recommendation on 
legislative measures to ensure to American 
women full enjoyment of their political 
rights. 


OTHER MEETINGS 


The Commission was also represented at 
the Eighth Session of the United Nations 
Commission on the Status of Women (New 
York, March-April 1954), to which it 
presented a detailed report on activities of 
the inter-American agency since the Seventh 
Session and on various aspects of the politi- 
cal, economic, juridical, and cultural status 
of women. Other assemblies in which the 
IACW participated were: the Leaders’ Con- 
ference on Inter-American Affairs (Wash- 
ington, D. C., October 1953), sponsored by 
the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
of the United States; and the ceremony 
held in New York on May 25, under the 
auspices of the Unién de Mujeres Ameri- 
canas (a private international organiza- 
tion) for awarding the title of “The Ameri- 
can Woman of 1954’. 


TECHNICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL STUDIES 


In the course of the year, the Commission’s 
Executive Secretariat completed, with the 
assistance of experts especially employed 
for the purpose by the Pan American Union, 
the above-mentioned studies on the eco- 
nomic status of working women and on 
women’s civil and political rights. Im- 
mediately after the Caracas meeting, the 
Commission undertook implementation of 
the resolution calling for a definitive text of 
the economic study. Pursuant to Resolu- 
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tion X of its Ninth Assembly, the 1acw 
also compiled material for a report outlining 
the basic principles incorporated in its own 
decisions relative to marriage, property, 
ownership and disposal of possessions, and 
guardianship of children, for the informa- 
tion of the uN Commission on the Status of 
Women. In addition, the approval of a new 
Organic Statute necessitated study and 
revision of the Commission’s Regulations, a 
task undertaken during the year by the 
Permanent Delegates, whose drafts will be 
submitted for consideration by the Tenth 
Assembly. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Publications issued in 1953-54 include, in 
addition to the reports already mentioned, 
the following items: Inter-American Com- 
mission of Women—Twenty-Five Years of 
Progress: 1928-1953 (in English and Span- 
ish); draft of amendments to the Organic 
Statute (in English and Spanish); Regula- 
tions and Agenda of the Ninth Assembly 
(in English and Spanish); La Mujer en el 
desempefio de funciones y cargos piublicos en 
las reptblicas americanas; list of publica- 
tions of the 1acw, 1948-53; Relacién de las 
tres Convenciones interamericanas: Naciona- 
lidad de la Mujer, Concesién de los Derechos 
Politicos a la Mujer y Concesién de los 
Derechos Civiles a la Mujer; La mujer ante 
el derecho de familia y derecho de propiedad en 
la legislacién americana; Escuelas normales 
rurales de la América latina; Primer Semi- 
nario de la Comisién, San Salvador, El 
Salvador, 15 de enero—S de febrero de 1951— 
Informe Final (Vol. I); Notictero (No. 5, 
in English and Spanish); Memoria de la 
Comisién Interamericana de Mujeres: 1948- 
1958; Informe de la Presidenta de la Comi- 
sién a la Novena Asamblea; Informe de la 
Secretaria Ejecutiva de la Comisién a la 
Novena Asamblea; and Boletin Extraordinario 
de la Novena Asamblea de la Comisién In- 
leramericana de Mujeres. During the year, 
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the Executive Secretariat of the Commis- 
sion distributed approximately 4,250 copies 
of its publications, in American countries 
and elsewhere. 


Procress ACHIEVED 


The activities above summarized and the 
varied promotional program of the Com- 
mission can best be evaluated by reviewing 
the advancement of the cause of women in 
American countries. In the field of political 
rights, it is noteworthy that, in July 1953, 
Costa Rican women participated for the 
first time in national elections (under the 
Constitution of November 1949), three 
women being elected as Deputies to the 
National Legislative Assembly and one as 
Councilwoman; and that, in October of the 
same year, Mexican women gained recog- 
nition of their right to vote and to be 
candidates in national elections. In the 
civil field, too, advances were made in 
Costa Rica and Mexico, with the deposit 
of the Costa Rican ratification of the 1933 
Montevideo Convention on the Nationality 
of Women, and with the modifications of the 
Mexican Civil and Commercial Codes and 
Code of Civil Procedure that equalized the 
civil status of the sexes. Representation of 
women at international meetings continued 
to increase, as has already been indicated in 
regard to the Tenth Inter-American Con- 
ference. Another illustration of this tend- 
ency was afforded by the Eighth Session of 
the un General Assembly (September- 
December 1953), to which 11 American 
republics sent delegations that included 
women. Finally, the resolution of the 
Caracas Conference on participation of 
women in inter-American organs was given 
practical application when Paraguay desig- 
nated the Commission’s Chairman as 
Alternate Representative on the Council of 
the oas, the first appointment of a woman 
to that high post. 
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Pan American Sanitary Organization* 
INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS 


The calendar year 1953 was marked by 
important administrative developments 
within the Pan American Sanitary Organiza- 
tion. Chief among these was the successful 
completion of the decentralizing program 
for transfer of many operational responsi- 
bilities from the headquarters office of the 
Pan American Sanitary Bureau (pass), 
executive organ of Paso, to six Zone Offices 
which now operate in the following regions: 
Zone I—Alaska, Canada, Hawaii (provision- 
ally), and the United States; Zone II—Cuba, 
the Dominican Republic, Haiti, and Mexico; 
Zone III—British Honduras, Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, 
and Panama; Zone IV—Bolivia, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Peru, and Venezuela; Zone V— 
Brazil; and Zone VI—Argentina, Chile, 
Paraguay, and Uruguay. Reduction of the 
headquarters staff in Washington kept pace 
with the decentralization process and, by 
the close of 1953, the headquarters office 
had nearly attained its goal of the minimum 
number of posts essential for efficiency. 
On the other hand, personnel problems were 
aggravated in regard to the recruitment of 
qualified employees for these posts, pri- 
marily by the loyalty-investigation program 
of the United States, which delayed ap- 
pointments and discouraged applications 
from the area formerly supplying more 
than 50 per cent of the Bureau’s tech- 
nically-trained workers. 

In the financial field, it is noteworthy that 
paso repaid, during the year, the balance 
due on loans received from The Rockefeller 
Foundation and the W. K. Kellogg Founda- 
tion to expedite purchase of the PAsB 
buildings in Washington. Major financial 
problems were created by the fact that 


‘The fiscal year of the Pan American Sanitary Organization 
corresponds to the calendar year, and all Paso records are 
maintained on that basis. Consequently, the following sum- 
mary of PAso activities is based upon the calender year 1953. 
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hopes for certain uN technical-assistance 
funds were not realized. Toward the end of 
1953, the un Technical Assistance Board 
adopted a plan for stabilizing future pro- 
grams by establishing a substantial reserve 
and by limiting the advance commitments of 
participating agencies, a measure neces- 
sitating drastic revision of the current PASO 
program. Many American countries, how- 
ever, made voluntary contributions for 
special phases of the work planned by the un 
Expanded Program of Technical Assistance; 
the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(uNIcEF); and the Program of Technical Co- 
operation of the oas. 

Operating thus in a dual capacity—as an 
Inter-American Specialized Organization 
and as a regional agency of the World 
Health Organization—paso discharged with 
increased efficiency, throughout 1953, its 
basic function of promoting health through- 
out the Western Hemisphere. Resolution 
III approved at the Seventh Meeting of the 
paso Directing Council (Washington, D. C., 
October 9-22, 1953) emphasizes three 
interrelated aspects of this function: or- 
ganization of official health services; training 
of personnel; and eradication of communi- 
cable diseases. 


ORGANIZATION OF NATIONAL 
HEALTH SERVICES 


Under the first of these three heads, sub- 
stantial progress was made in 1953 as the 
result of the above-mentioned decentraliza- 
tion trend. Because of the proximity of the 
Zone Offices to the regions served, govern- 
ments became more fully aware of the 
assistance to be obtained from the Pan 
American Sanitary Organization, and the 
latter acquired knowledge of local needs 
and conditions that facilitated effective 
service and close supervision of field work. 
In general, the new administrative arrange- 
ment diverted emphasis from formal ‘“‘proj- 
ect” activities toward varied programs 
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better integrated with the respective na- 
tional health programs but sufficiently 
similar and well-coordinated to produce the 
effect of a broad regional approach. The 
majority of governmental requests for 
PASO aid related to physical health, although 
the Bureau also cooperated with national 
authorities in mental-health projects. In- 
teresting developments during the year were 
the stress laid by the governments them- 
selves upon public-health legislation, and 
the receipt of a request from the Dominican 
Republic for direct Bureau assistance in the 
preparation of a new sanitary code. Another 
PASB activity that contributed notably to 
the development of health services in the 
member countries was the Bureau’s support 
of the Inter-American Center of Biostatistics 
(operating in Santiago, Chile), whose work 
is of fundamental importance for the or- 
ganization of national health programs. 


PERSONNEL TRAINING AND GENERAL 
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 


The second item emphasized by the 
Directing Council, “training of personnel’, 
and educational activities in general, were 
outstanding features of the paso program in 
1953, as in preceding years. During that 
period, 415 fellowship awards were made; 
the Bureau directed, or participated in, the 
work of various training centers, such as 
the afore-mentioned Center of Biostatistics, 
the Pan American Foot-and-Mouth-Disease 
Center (a project of the oas Program of 
Technical Cooperation) in Brazil, and the 
Institute of Nutrition of Central America 
and Panama in Guatemala; several seminars 
and training courses were organized, in- 
cluding the Third Regional Nursing Con- 
gress; and the pass Office of Public In- 
formation intensified its efforts to educate 
the public regarding health problems and 
the work of paso, through exhibits, films, 
Newsletter and other publications, radio and 
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television programs, maintenance of a 
speaker’s list, library services, counseling 
services, cooperation with other agencies 
engaged in informational work, and similar 
means. A feature of the year’s program was 
the stress placed upon exhibits. Permanent 
exhibits were provided for all but one of the 
six Zone Offices; another, prepared for a 
conference of the wHo National Citizens’ 
Committee, was given a permanent place at 
uN headquarters; and yet another, shown 
at the Seventh International Congress of 
Pediatrics (Havana, October 1953) was 
awarded a gold medal. The member coun- 
tries themselves contributed to the educa- 
tional program by offering professional 
courses, fellowships, and miscellaneous fa- 
cilities, such as housing for those attending 
the training centers. 


DISEASE ERADICATION AND 
RELATED ACTIVITIES 


Work on the third main aspect of the 
program, eradication of communicable dis- 
eases, continued with gratifying results, 
particularly in the campaigns against yellow 
fever, malaria, smallpox, yaws, and tuber- 
culosis. Regional and zone projects carried 
on in collaboration with other agencies 
(OAS, UNICEF, UNTAB, WHO, etc.) and con- 
cerned with such matters as insect control, 
environmental sanitation, vaccination, diag- 
nosis, and virus research, were valuable 
factors in these campaigns. 

Among the miscellaneous activities that 
contributed in 1953 to the control of disease 
throughout the Hemisphere, the services 
rendered by PASB as purchasing agent for 
the member governments are especially 
noteworthy. One of the most interesting 
phases of the supply activity was the pur- 
chase and shipment of radioactive isotopes 
and colloidal gold. Other items supplied 
were: laboratory and hospital equipment; 
vaccines; and insecticides. 
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INTER-AGENCY FIELD Mission 


A more general, inter-agency project in 
which the oas participated, under the 
direction of the International Labour 
Organisation, was the “Joint Field Mission 
on Indigenous Population”, designed to 
promote economic and social development 
inthe Andean Highlands of Bolivia, Ecuador, 
and Peru. PASB was represented on the joint 
survey team by a public-health expert who 
reported upon local health conditions and 
needs, and the Bureau also assigned a 
medical officer to the Tambopato Valley in 
Peru, as advisor for a resettlement survey 
in that area. 


MEETINGS 


Conference services and _ participation 
formed an important part of the 1953 pro- 
gram. 

The Bureau sponsored, or assisted in 
organizing and conducting a number of 
meetings, for example: those held by Paso 
organs (the Directing Council, the Executive 
Committee, and the Permanent Committee 
on Revision of the Constitution of PAso); 
Eleventh Annual Meeting of the United 
States-Mexico Border Public Health As- 
sociation (El Paso, Texas, April); Seminar 
on Alcoholism in Southern South America 
(Buenos Aires, May); Fourth Meeting of 
the Committee of Control Created by the 
Tripartite Border Sanitary Commission of 
Bolivia, Chile, and Peru (Arica, Chile, 
July); Third Regional Nursing Congress 
(Rio de Janeiro, July); Regional Conference 
on Health Education (Mexico, D. F., 
September); Seminar on the Improvement 
of the Recording of Communicable Diseases 
in the Americas (Santiago, Chile, No- 
vember-December); and Fourth Meeting of 
INcAP (Guatemala, December). In addition, 
preparations for the Fourteenth Pan Ameri- 
can Sanitary Conference, scheduled to take 
Place in Santiago in the autumn of 1954, 
were under way in 1953. 
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Inter-American gatherings at which paso 
was represented during the year included, 
in addition to those above listed: meetings 
of the Coordinating Committee on Tech- 
nical Assistance (Washington, D. C., Jan- 
uary, March, May, July); Third Extra- 
ordinary Meeting of the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council (Caracas, 
February) ; Fifth Session of the un Economic 
Commission for Latin America (Rio de 
Janeiro, April); Argentina-Chile Border 
Meeting on Hydatidosis (San Martin de los 
Andes, Argentina, May); Round Table on 
the Production of Fundamental-Education 
Material for Adults (Washington, D. C., 
June); Second Meeting of the River Plate 
Countries on Border Health (Montevideo, 
July); Meeting of the ad hoc Committee for 
the Study of Low-Cost Housing (Washington, 
D. C., September); Meeting on Training of 
Auxiliary Personnel (Bogota, November- 
December); Regional Meeting on Training 
of Auxiliary and Community Workers in 
Latin America (December); and Tenth 
Pan American Tuberculosis Congress (De- 
cember). PASO also sent representatives to 
many meetings of a broadly international 
character, including the uN/uNEsco Joint 
Conference on Social Aspects of Technical- 
Assistance Programs for Economic Develop- 
ment (New York, March-April); the Sixth 
World Health Assembly (Geneva, May); 
the Tenth International Congress of Nurses 
(Quitandinha, July); the rao Seminar on 
School Feeding (San Jose, Costa Rica, 
August); the First World Conference on 
Medical Education (London, August); three 
meetings on yellow-fever problems (Uganda, 
Africa, September); the Seventh Interna- 
tional Congress on Pediatrics (Havana, 
October); the Third wHo/rao Conference 
on Nutrition Problems in Latin America 
(Caracas, October); and the First Session of 
the wHo Expert Committee on Oncho- 
cerciasis (Mexico, D. F., November-De- 
cember). 





80 


PUBLICATIONS 


Publications issued in 1953 were: Volumes 
XXXIV and XXXV of the Pan American 
Sanitary Bulletin, with a special supplement 
to Volume XXXV; 10 numbers of the 
Chronicle of wHo (Spanish edition); several 
subsidiary periodical publications; five new 
numbers of the ‘Technical Report Series’’; 
Reglamento sanitario internacional—memo- 
randum explicativo; Reglamento saniiario 
internacional—tabla de comparacién; Certifi- 
cacién médica de causas de defuncién; Los 
primeros cincuenia afios de la Oficina Sani- 
taria Panamericana (reprint); Décimo curso 
iniernacional de malaria y otras enfermedades 
metaxénicas; Guide for the Reporting of 
Quarantinable and Other Communicable Dis- 
eases in the Americas; Anti-Smallpox Vaccine 
(second edition); and various organizational 
and conference reports. In addition, the 
majority of the 28 original papers prepared 
during the year by pass staff members were 
subsequently published. 


Inter-American Indian Institute 


INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS 


The membership of the Inter-American 
Indian Institute increased from 15 to 16 
countries in the course of the fiscal year 
1953-54. The new member is Brazil, which 
deposited on November 24 its instrument of 
ratification of the Convention creating the 
Institute. In view of the careful attention 
given in the past to Indian problems by 
the Brazilian Conselho Nacional de Protecao 
aos Indios and the Servigo de Protecao aos 
Indios, substantial benefits are expected 
from the collaboration of Brazil in the work 
of the Institute. Argentina, whose adherence 
to the Convention has not yet been ratified 
by its Congress, nevertheless paid member- 
ship dues for 1953-54 and took an active 
interest in the Institute’s program. Ac- 
cordingly, it is anticipated that Argentina 
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will shortly become the seventeenth country Vonfere 


to ratify the Convention. 





stated that his government would probably 
reconsider the matter, but no definitive 


Paz, August 2-12, 1954. The preliminary 
activities included compilation of a report 
on movements of the Indian population in 
America since the date of the Second Con- 
ference (1949), as well as other studies. 

Plans were also made for a seminar on 
Indian problems in Central America, to be 
held in one of the six countries of that 
region. Two specialists from each country 
will attend the seminar and their expenses 
will be met by the 1am. A second regional 
seminar is planned for the South American 
republics. 

During the period under review, repre- 
sentatives of the Institute participated in 
the following meetings: National Congress 
of Sociology of Mexico (Mexico, D. fF, 
December 1953); Tenth Inter-American 
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-Konference (Caracas, March, 1954); Second 
ession of the Committee of Experts on 
ndigenous Labour of the International 
. labour Organisation (Geneva, March 1954); 
.fnd Second Congress of the Unién Latina 
(Madrid, April 1954). The Institute has 
Iso been invited to send representatives to 
everal important international gatherings 
cheduled for the second semester of 1954. 
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RESEARCH AND FIELD PROJECTS 


Research projects on the 1953-54 program 
included, in addition to the studies for 
he conferences and seminars above men- 
jioned, intensive investigation of the prob- 
ems of Indian women, an aspect of Indian 
ife that has never been satisfactorily studied. 
he first phase of this project, compilation 
-fhnd evaluation of the data already avail- 
ly thefable, was entrusted to two women research 
ition. [workers placed under the direction of the 
Institute by the Mexican Department of 
Foreign Affairs. Upon completion of this 
phase, the 1am, with the aid of its national 
branches and the interested governments, 
will undertake direct investigation of con- 
ditions and formulation of methods for 
improving them. 

The Tasquillo open-air theater constructed 
as the last step of the Mezquital-Valley 
(Mexico) project jointly conducted by the 
II and UNESCO, was brought into use for 
programs designed to promote the _ bio- 
logical, economic, and cultura] advancement 
of the Otomi Indians in that area. Local 
progress was likewise stimulated through 
the Patrimonio Indigena of the Mezquital 
Valley, with special emphasis on processing 
of natural resources, spinning, and weaving, 
but also with attention to such varied 
matters as irrigation, use of electricity, 
road communications, sanitation, and con- 
struction of schools. 

The Institute continued its efforts to 
obtain from member states a representative 
collection for the Inter-American Exhibit 
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of Indian Arts and Crafts, installed in the 
new 1A11 headquarters. This exhibit, which 
will include large-scale photographs of 
tourist attractions in the different countries, 
is designed not only to interest tourists but 
also to promote mutual acquaintance among 
the Indians themselves. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Publication of the periodicals América 
Indigena and Boletin Indigenista continued 
in 1953-54. These two publications together 
constitute the principal American forum for 
the discussion, publicizing, and coordination 
of data on Indian life. Special publica- 
tions were the subject-matter indices to 
América Indigena and Boletin Indigenista; 
El embarazo, el parto y el recién nacido, a 
simply written and profusely illustrated 
work on prenatal and post-natal care for 
mother and child, which should be particu- 
larly useful in Indian communities, where 
the infant-mortality rate is high; a guide to 
facilitate use of a manual for rural mid- 
wives; Sintesis histérica e ‘indice general 
bibliogrdfico de los Congresos Internacionales 
de Americanistas; Volume II of the Indice 
del ramo de indios del Archivo General de la 
Nacién; Legislacién indigenista del Ecuador; 
and Legislacién indigenista de Guatemala. 
Work is under way on the Legislacién indi- 
genista de Venezuela, and similar compila- 
tions were published previously on the laws 
of Bolivia, Colombia, Nicaragua, Peru, 
and the United States. The Institute plans 
to issue a combined index and commentary 
on the entire collection when the Indian 
legislation of all member countries has been 
covered in these volumes. 


Inter American Statistical Institute 


INTERNAL DEVELOPMENT 


In the course of the past fiscal year, the 
Inter American Statistical Institute, in 
addition to continuing the technical projects 
included in its 1952-53 program, initiated a 
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series of important measures agreed upon 
at the Tenth Session of rasi’s Executive 
Committee. These measures were directed 
toward improving the structure of the 
Institute, adjusting its resources to the 
requirements for its development, and 
stimulating its future growth. 


PREPARATIONS FOR MEETINGS 


Throughout the year, the Secretariat 
gave much of its attention to preparations 
for the Third General Assembly of Iasi 
Members, the Third Session of the Com- 
mittee on Improvement of National Sta- 
tistics (corns), the First Session of the Com- 
mittee on Statistical Education (csr), and 
the Third Inter-American Statistical Con- 
ference. 


TECHNICAL PROJECTS 


Technical activities in 1953-54 included: 
initiation of vital-statistics experiments in 
Venezuela and_ hospital-statistics experi- 
ments in Guatemala; inauguration of the 
Central American Course in Statistics, in 
San Salvador; and opening of the second 
annual course of the Inter-American Train- 
ing Center for Economic and Financial 
Statistics, in Santiago, Chile. 


PUBLICATIONS 


In the publications field, noteworthy 
developments were the appearance of the 
Manual de codificacién para la aplicacién de 
la Clasificacién Uniforme para el Comercio 
Internacional; the publication of a special 
issue of the quarterly review Estadistica, 
devoted to statistical organization and ad- 
ministration; and the addition of two vol- 
umes to the “Inter-American Textbook 
Series on Theoretical and Applied Statis- 
tics’’. 


MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES 


Apart from the special projects featured 
in the annual program, consultations and 
cooperation with other agencies, national 
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and international, required considerablg 
paper work and activity of various kinds 
Similarly, the work load was augmented by 
IASI’s increasing attention to requests fo 
the statistical data and the bibliographical 
and biographical information maintained 
in the Institute’s files. 

A more detailed statement regarding tha 
special projects carried on during 1953-54 
will be found in the section of the present 
report that deals with the work done by thd 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the Pan American Union. 


Inter-American Defense Board 


GENERAL MILITARY PLAN AND 
ALLIED PROJECTS 


During 1953-54, the twelfth year of f 
existence as a military planning agency for 
the collective defense of the Westen 
Hemisphere, the Inter-American Defense 
Board continued its studies and delibera- 
tions on perfecting the General Military 
Plan for the defense of the American Con- 
tinent. During this period, five additional 
countries approved the Plan and its An- 
nexes, bringing to 16 the total number of 
nations that have given approval to the 
Plan. One country has submitted detailed 
observations. In addition, work was intensi- 
fied to develop plans dealing with complex 
questions in the following categories: in- 
telligence, transportation, communications, 
and terminology. 


PERSONNEL DEVELOPMENTS 


Important changes in key personnel took 
place during the year. Lieutenant General 
Howard A. Craig (U. S. Air Force) con- 
tinued in his capacity as Chairman. Briga- 
dier General Carlos Montanaro (Paraguay) 
was succeeded by General Angel Vaquero 
Davila (Ecuador) as Vice Chairman. Briga- 
dier General William S. Fellers (U.S. Marine 
Corps) continued to fulfill the functions of 
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Director of the Staff. Colonel Ramon M. 
Barquin (Cuba) replaced Colonel Eliodoro 
Murillo Cardenas (Bolivia) as Vice Director 
of the Staff. Colonel Hal Randall (U. 8S. 
Army) replaced Colonel Calixto C. Valle 
(U. S. Air Force) as Secretary of the Board. 
Lieutenant Colonel César A. Pando (Peru) 
succeeded Lieutenant Colonel Rubén M. 
Macchi (Uruguay) as Vice Secretary. 


VISITS 

Special features of the year’s activities 
were visits made to military installations 
abroad and in the United States. At the 
invitation of the respective governments, 
the Board visited the Dominican Republic 
and Venezuela. Trips were arranged for the 
purpose of witnessing demonstrations at 
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida; the Marine 
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Corps School, Quantico, Virginia; the U. 8S. 


Army Engineer Center, Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia; and Camp Pendelton, Virginia. 
The Chairman of the Board made extended 
visits in every member country, involving 
discussions with chiefs of state and military 
leaders. 


SESSIONS AND ASSEMBLIES 


The Board continued to hold sessions of 
the Council of Delegates, daily committee 
meetings of the Staff, and Special Assemblies 
in honor of high officials of member nations. 
During 1953-54, these Assemblies honored 
ministers of defense and commanders of 
armed forces from the following countries: 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Nicara- 
gua, Peru, the United States, Uruguay, and 
Venezuela. 


X 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION 


Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil 

The Committee on Technical Coopera- 
tion met 22 times during the year 1953-54. 
During this period, in addition to main- 
taining the Program of Technical Coopera- 
tion continually under general review and 
dealing with specific aspects of the Program, 
two principal topics received the major 
portion of the committee’s attention. The 
first was the annual review of the proposed 
Program presented to the Council by the 
Coordinating Committee on Technical As- 
sistance and the development of the final 
Program for approval by the Council. The 
second was the preparation of a very de- 
tailed and lengthy report on the Program of 
Technical Cooperation for the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference. 

The proposed Program was presented to 
the Council by the Coordinating Committee 
in September and was the principal topic 


of discussion in the Committee on Technical 
Cooperation during nine of its meetings 
from September to December. On December 
8, 1953, the committee presented to the 
Council a report recommending the ap- 
proval of the 1954 Program. This was sub- 
sequently approved by the Council on 
January 28, 1954. In the report of the com- 
mittee, nine projects were recommended for 
inclusion in the 1954 Program. Five of these 
were already in operation, the first phase of 
another was operating and initial steps 
had been taken with regard to two others. 
While indicating no priorities for the 
projects, the committee recommended that 
the operating projects be continued and 
that before initiating any new activities 
the Coordinating Committee should deter- 
mine that there were sufficient funds to 
permit the proper continuation of the operat- 
ing projects. It should then present a report 
to the Committee on Technical Cooperation 
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in order that the latter could determine 
whether it agreed to the allocation of funds 
for the proposed new activities. 

In July 1953 the Committee on Technical 
Cooperation began work on the report for 
the Tenth Inter-American Conference. This 
report occupied the attention of the com- 
mittee in seven of its meetings in the period 
from July to December. The report con- 
tained a detailed description of the origin 
of the Program and its operations since its 
initiation. It also indicated the various 
problems that had arisen in the operation 
of the Program during this period and 
suggested that the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference take action with respect to three 
phases of the Program’s activities, namely 
the status of the Program as an activity of 
the Organization of American States, the 
future orientation of the Program’s activities, 
and its financial status. This report was 
submitted to the Council, which took note 
of it and directed that it be transmitted to 
the member states for consideration at the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference. 

In October the Committee on Technical 
Cooperation was again authorized to act as a 
negotiating committee to meet with Repre- 
sentatives of the member states with regard 
to their contributions to the 1954 Program 
of Technical Cooperation. Meetings were 
held with the respective Representatives, 
and as a result of these negotiations the 
level of contributions pledged for the 1954 
Program reached a higher level than in any 
previous years. In addition to the six 
countries which had increased their pledges 
in the preceding year, six additional coun- 
tries increased their pledges for the 1954 
Program. 

In October, in the course of its review of 
the proposed Program for 1954 the com- 
mittee sent a subcommittee on a special 
trip to survey the operations of Project No. 
39, (“Technical Education for the Improve- 
ment of Agriculture and Rural Life”), at 
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the headquarters of the project in Costa 
Rica as well as at the Center of the Northern 
Zone in Cuba. This subcommittee rendered 
a detailed report of its mission, which was 
considered by the committee in its final 
recommendations to the Council with re- 
gard to inclusion of the project in the 1954 
Program. 

Other problems which occupied the atten- 
tion of the committee during the year in- 
cluded the coordination of the Program with 
that of the United Nations, a report on the 
expenditures of the various projects since 
initiation of the Program, the data required 
by the Council in its annual review of the 
Program, the transfer of operating projects 
to host governments, and the application of 
local labor laws to personnel of the Program. { 
During the course of its meetings the com- 
mittee met with representatives of all of 
the cooperating agencies as well as with the 
field directors of the operating projects and 
representatives of other interested organiza- 
tions. 


Coordinating Committee on Technical As- 
sistance 


The Coordinating Committee on Tech- 
nical Assistance, composed of representa- 
tives of the seven inter-American agencies 
participating in the Program of Technical 
Cooperation, is charged with preparing the 
proposed annual Programs and with de- 
velopment of the norms and procedures for 
the operation of the Program within the 
policies laid down by the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council. 

During the fiscal year 1953-54, the 
Coordinating Committee met five times. 
Four of these meetings were held at the 
headquarters of the Organization of Ameri- 
can States in Washington, and the fifth in 
Caracas, Venezuela, during the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference. No new projects were 
initiated in this fiscal year although the 
second phase of one project was authorized 
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and organizational work thereon was under 
way during the year, with its activities 
actually being initiated on July 1, 1954. 
The Committee maintained the Program 
continually under review and considered a 
number of administrative questions during 
the course of its meetings. The Committee 
continued to submit to the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council quarterly 
reports of the activities of the Program of 
both a substantive and fiscal character. 

At its Twenty-second Meeting the Co- 
ordinating Committee authorized, and in 
its next meeting approved, a report to the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference outlining 
the views of the Committee with relation 
to the orientation of the future activities 
of the Program. In this report the Com- 
mittee reviewed critically the previous 
activities of the Program, noting the success 
of the projects already initiated, but point- 
ing out certain difficulties inherent in the 
method of operations on which the Program 
had concentrated up to that time. The 
Committee, on the basis of its four years of 
experience in the management of the 
Program, concluded that the educational 
orientation of the Program was the proper 
one and the one which would best assure 
an effective contribution to the long-range 
progress of the member states, but in rela- 
tion to method of operation the Committee 
recommended that in the future, instead of 
creating new and independent training 
centers, the Program should concentrate on 
the improvement of existing educational 
institutions. 

The Executive Secretariat of the Co- 
ordinating Committee continued to concern 
itself throughout the year with the day-to- 
day affairs of the Program, serving the 
Coordinating Committee as well as acting 
as Technical Secretariat of the Committee 
on Technical Cooperation. During the year 
it prepared all of the documentation for the 
five meetings of the Coordinating Com- 
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mittee and for the 22 meetings of the Com- 
mittee on Technical Cooperation of the 
Council in addition to preparing in draft 
and in final form the documents for the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference. The 
Secretariat also prepared a revised version 
of the public information booklet The 
Americas Unite for Progress in three lan- 
guages. Also for public information the 
Secretariat continued the periodic publica- 
tion and distribution of the bulletin Co- 
operacion técnica. In early 1954 the Secre- 
tariat, on behalf of the Committee on 
Technical Cooperation, conducted an in- 
spection of each of the operating projects 
of the Program and rendered a report 
thereon to the Council. In the course of this 
inspection trip the Secretariat visited 18 of 
the member states for consultation regard- 
ing their participation in the Program. The 
Secretariat also attended the meeting of the 
Economic Commission for Latin America 
in Santiago and served as part of the 
Secretariat at the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference. During the year the Secretariat 
continued to maintain liaison relationships 
with the Expanded Program of Technical 
Assistance of the United Nations and with 
the bilateral program of the United States 
Government. The Secretariat assisted with 
the negotiation of a new cooperative agree- 
ment between the Technical Assistance 
Board of the United Nations and the 
Coordinating Committee on Technical As- 
sistance pursuant to Resolution 43/53 of 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council. 


The Tenth Inter-American Conference 


As noted above, the Committee on 
Technical Cooperation, in its report, brought 
to the attention of the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference several problems connected with 
the status, nature and financing of the 
Program and suggested certain alternatives 
with regard to solutions therefor which 
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might be adopted by the Conference. This 
report, together with that of the Coordi- 
nating Committee, was considered by a 
subcommittee of the economic committee 
of the Conference with plenary membership. 
The four proposed resolutions and the report 
of the subcommittee were approved un- 
animously by the economic committee 
and subsequently by the Conference. These 
resolutions were as follows: 

Resolution LXXX, ‘“‘Coordination of the 
Services of Tech- 
nical Assistance and 
Technical Cooper- 
ation” 

“Facilities for the 
Development of 
Technical-Assistance 
Programs” 
“Financing of the 
Program of Tech- 
nical Cooperation of 
the Organization of 
American States” 
“Status and Nature 
of the Program of 
Technical Cooper- 
ation of the Organi- 
zation of American 
States” 

By these resolutions the governments of 
the member states affirmed their belief that 
the Program of Technical Cooperation is one 
of the important activities of the Organi- 
zation and that it should be of a continuing 
character. The Conference also reaffirmed 
the educational nature of the Program and 
recommended that stress be placed on im- 
proving facilities for the higher levels of 
technical training. Also recommended was 
a study to ascertain the needs for inclusion 
in the Program of activities in the industrial 
technological field. Recommendations were 
made to the governments of member states 
concerning the manner of their financial 
support of the Program, all designed to 


tesolution LXXXI, 


Resolution LX XXII, 


Resolution LX XXIII, 
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afford the Program that degree of financial 
stability necessary to its continuing status 
and its educational nature. Several other 
resolutions approved by other committees 
of the Conference were related to specific 
activities of the Program, the most im- 
portant of these giving permanent status to 
the Inter-American Housing Center (Proj- 
ect No. 22) and changing its name to in- 
clude activities in the field of planning. By 
the end of the fiscal year no positive steps 
had yet been taken by the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council to implement 
these resolutions although reports were in 
preparation for the Meeting of Ministers of 
Finance or Economy as the Fourth Ex- 
traordinary Meeting of the Inter-American 


Economic and Social Council in relation to: 


the Program and its future development. 


Activities of the Program of Technical } 


Cooperation 


The Program of Technical Cooperation 
of the Organization of American States was 
initiated by the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council at its First Extraordin- 
ary Meeting in April 1950, when it adopted 
a basic resolution entitled “Program of 
Technical Cooperation of the Organization 
of American States’. This resolution of 
April 10, 1950, constituted a charter for the 
Program and established its basic prin- 
ciples, regulations, and administrative or- 
ganization. The Program functions under 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council and 
is executed under the direction of the 
Coordinating Committee on Technical As- 
sistance. The Program is supported by 
annual voluntary contributions made by 
member states to a Special Account for 
Technical Assistance. 

The basic orientation of the Program 


since its inception has been confined to the > 


establishment of international training cen- 
ters to which member states are entitled to 
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send trainees for specialized instruction 
under internationally-recruited faculties of 
recognized competence. These centers, in 
addition to providing training, also perform 
research and consultant functions whose 
services are available to all countries of the 
Organization equally. 

The operations of the Program from its 
beginning through July 1, 1953, aredescribed 
in previous reports of the Secretary General. 
A detailed statement of the operations of 
‘the Program is contained in Report of the 
Secretariat of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council on the Program of Tech- 
nical Cooperation of the Organization of 
American States, prepared for consideration 
at the Meeting of Ministers of Finance or 
Economy as the Fourth Extraordinary 
Meeting of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council in Rio de Janeiro. This 
is a revised version of the report on tech- 
nical cooperation which was considered at 
the Tenth Inter-American Conference. 

The Program of Technical Cooperation 
for the calendar year 1954 was approved by 
‘the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council on January 28, 1954. As noted 
earlier, this Program consists of nine 
projects with total operating budgets of 
$1,808,121 plus administrative expenses of 
884,660 and a Reserve Fund. This Pro- 
gram contains the following projects: 

Project No. 10, Inter-American Training 
Center in Economic and Financial Statistics. 
The Center was inaugurated on January 
16, 1953, in Santiago, Chile, in cooperation 
‘with the University of Chile, with facilities 
furnished by the Government of that 
country. Seventy students were enrolled in 
its first training course. Its second training 
course was inaugurated on January 11, 
1954, with 31 students in its full course, and 
28 taking part-time elective courses. 
Project No. 22, Inter-American Housing 
Center. The Center was actually opened for 
training on May 27, 1952, with organization 
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having been completed in the previous 
year. On December 18, 1953, 19 trainees 
from 12 countries completed the first of the 
Center’s annual courses and received their 
certificates. The second annual course 
began on March 11, 1953, with 18 trainees 
from 15 countries, and was completed in 
December 1953. The third annual course 
began in March 1954 with 26 trainees from 
20 countries. The Center, in addition to its 
training facilities, also conducts intensive 
research in building materials and construc- 
tion methods, offers advisory services to 
member states, and conducts a scientific 
communications service. 

Project No. 23, Inter-American Centers of 
Advanced Training for Urban and Regional 
Planning. This project has not yet been 
initiated due to lack of funds. Twelve 
countries have expressed a desire to par- 
ticipate in it. 

Project No. 26, Inter-American Rural 
Normal School. The first classes of this 
project were initiated on April 1, 1954, at 
the Center in Rubio, Venezuela. In 1954 
86 students are expected to be in attendance 
at the school in the full two-year course: 
50 on fellowships provided by the Program 
and the remainder sponsored by the In- 
stitute of Inter-American Affairs or by the 
host government. The project is instructing 
these students as teams in the organization 
and administration of rural normal schools, 
curriculum and teaching in rural normal 
schools, agricultural education, health edu- 
cation and education for home and family 
life. Basic general training is furnished in 
rural sociology, English, Spanish, mathe- 
matics, natural sciences, and social sciences. 

Project No. 29, Inter-American Training 
Center for the Evaluation of Natural Re- 
sources. The first phase of this project, a 
survey of existing data on natural resources 
in each of the 20 Latin American countries, 
was completed in 1953, and the results were 
published in early 1954. The training center 
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was formally inaugurated on July 1, 1954, 
and the courses began on July 5 with 40 
fellowship trainees in attendance from 20 
countries. In addition, 20 Brazilian students 
were in attendance, sponsored by their 
Government or other Brazilian agencies. 
The training course is divided into three 
general phases—general course, technical 
courses, and seminars—all designed to teach 
the trainees the methods best designed to 
fill in the gaps in natural resource data in 
their own countries as revealed by the 
survey undertaken in the first phase of the 
project. 

Project No. 32, Workshops on the Ad- 
ministration of Children’s Services. The 
first international seminar was inaugurated 
in June 1952 with trainees from seven 
countries, after which teams from the staff 
on the project visited each of the countries 
for the purpose of organizing national 
workshops. A similar operation was begun 
in April 1953 with trainees from seven ad- 
ditional countries. The third and _ last 
seminar under this project was held in 
Montevideo from February 15 to May 15, 
1954, with trainees from Bolivia, Brazil, 
Mexico, Paraguay, United States (Puerto 
Rico), and Uruguay. After the international 
seminar, teams from the project began the 
organization in each of these countries of 
the national workshops as in previous 


years. 

Project No. 39, Technical Education for 
the Improvement of Agriculture and Rural 
Life. Three regional centers have been 
established for this project, the Northern 
Zone Center in Havana, Cuba; the Andean 


Zone Center in Lima, Peru; and the South- 
ern Zone Center in Montevideo, Uruguay. 
The project is administered and directed by 
a Field Service Unit located in San Jose, 
Costa Rica. During the fiscal year, nine 
international courses were held and six 
national courses were given at the request 
of specific governments. These covered a 
wide range of agricultural specialties in- 
cluding agricultural extension, pasturage 
management, home economics, grain stor- 
age and drying, soil use and conservation, 
land economics, and irrigation and drainage. 
Project No. 77, Pan American Afiosa 
Center. This Center was initiated in July 
1951 and has now been established in per- 
manent facilities provided by the Govern- 
ment of Brazil. It continued throughout the 
year its important research and diagnostic 
services and during the course of the fiscal 
year gave two training courses in method: 
of control and prevention of the disease. 
Project No. 81, Pan American Zoonosis 
Center. This project was included in the 
1954 Program as a result of Resolution 
5/53 of the Third Extraordinary Meeting 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, but has not yet been initiated due 
to lack of funds. This project has not yet 
been circulated to the member states for 
indications of their interest in participating. 
During the last half of 1953, Project No. 
16, Training Center for Directors of the 
Cooperative Movement, completed its third 
and final course of training. This was held 
in Santiago, Chile, with 29 trainees. This 
project is not included in the 1954 Program 
since, according to its original terms it 
terminated on December 31, 1953. 
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